14 


= 


| ABBEESs | 


| The Docti ine of Self- Denial and taking. up 5 


* 1 5 | 4 2 9 wy a 


FRIENDLY and RR 


To all ſerious and well diſpoſed 
ME THOD ISTS; 


IN. WHICH 


wer Principal Errors concerning the Difrine 

tte New Birth, their EleFjon. and the 
Kurth of their Salvation, and their Notion 
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BOOKS publiſhed by he Rey, My. Jarmont 


J. 1 H E Reality and Authority of our Bleſſed Saviour's 
Miracles defended, in Anſwer to all the Material 
Odjections which have been railed againſt them, both 
Antient and Modern. OT OY 


1 A Diſcourſe concerning the Religious. Obſervation of 
f the Lord's Day, both Dectrinal and Practical, 


In Two PARTS, 


Under the following Heads, viz. 


1. The Grounds. and Rea-{ to Private Perſons, from 
ſons of the Obſervation off the Devout and Religious 
the Sabbath and Lord's Day. | Obſervation of the Lord's 

2, An Account of the | Day | 
Change of the Day, from | 4. T he Particular Manner 
- the Seventh to the Firſt | in which this Holy Day 
Day of the Week, ought to be obſerved by all 

3 The Benefits and Advan- 5 Chriſtians. | | 
tages both to Publick and 


— 


The Second Ep17108, i 


Nt. The raids and Importance of a Future Judgment 
and Everlaſting Retributiong , conſidered and repreſented 
in three Sermons lately preach'd in the Pariſh Church of 
Craike, in the County of Durbam, © 3 

IV. Miracles continued in the Church beyond the Times 

of the Apoſtles, Sc. In Anſwer to Dr. Middleton, 


V. The Heinous Sins at Adultery and Fornication, con- 
ſidered and repreſented in a Sermon lately preach'd in the 
Pariſh Church of N e of Durham. 


THERE being many excellent Pieces publiſ'd of late 
againſt the Methodiſts, as thoſe. eſpecially by Biſhop 

— Gib#on, Dactor Stebbing, Trapp, Church, Mr. Downes, 
and by the Author of the Enthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and 

Papiſts compared, and the Principles and Practices of the 

- Methodiſts conſidered ; it may perhaps ſeem iupertinent and 
unneceſſary to offer any Thing further to the Public on this 
Occaſion. But the chief Aim and Deſign of theſe excellent 

Authors bath been to expoſe the Enthuſiaſm of the Metho- 

_ diſt Preachers, and the many Extravagancies in Doctrine 
and Pratlice. which they have inculcated upon their Hearers, 
together with their Agreement in theſe ReſpeFs with the 
vileſt Hereticks among the Antients, and the moſt raving 
Fanatics among the Moderna. And indeed they have ace 

> - _ quitted themſelves in this Cauſe, with the greateſt Strength 

of Reaſon and the moſt unanfw:rable Convictions. But 
yet there ſeems to me to be ſomething furtber wanting in 
relatien to this Controverſy, and that is to ftate clearly and 
exactly the true Notion of Seif-denial, as it is ſet forth to 
us in the Goſpel ; and io ſhew how far we are cbliged by 
the Laws of Chriſt to diſcard the Riches and to renounce 

_ the Pleaſuresof this Life; and This eſpecially as the Metho- 

diſt Preachers have run into a very great Extreme in this 
Particular (a). Aud the Auſterities required by them they 
imagine to have a firong Foundation in the Letter of the ſacred 
Text itſelf, which enjoins us not only to deny ourſelves, but 
alſo to take up our Croſs daily and follow Chriſt, Luke ix. 23« 
And fince a late learned Writer who hath firenuouſly op- 
poſed ſome of their chief Notions in other Reſpef#s, bath 

in a grave and ſerious Manner, without any of the Fooleries 
and Extravagancies, uſed by many of their other Preachers 
in five or fix Chapters of a large Work, endeavoured to de- 

5 Fend and vindicate theſe Auſterities, and labour*d the Point 
with a more than ordinary Fervency and Zeal (b). For 
theſe Reaſons I bumbly think that a Diſcourſe uron this 

© Subjett muſt be very proper and neceſſary at this Seaſon : 

N | h | And 

(a) See The Enthuſiaſm of Methedifts and Papiſis cen par d, Part I. 

p- 22, 31, &c. . 

(5) Law on Cbriſtian Perfection, Chap. III. &c. 
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And ] hope it will be of ſome confiderable Uſe and Service, 
not only by clearly proving that the Rigours and Auſteritios 
fo ftrily demanded by our new Preachers are without any 
Juſt Ground and Foundation, but aiſo by expoſing the great 
Folly and infinite Danger of too many Perſons in this Na. 
tion, who are fatally gone into the other Extreme, and 
who give themſeives up almoſt wholly to an idle and diſ- 
ſolute Life, and a continual Courſe of worldly Pleaſure and 
Drverfion, without any ſerious Thought of © their Condition, 
and many times to the utter Neglect of the neceſſary and im- 
portant Duties of Religion, without which there can be no 
Salvation. And I hope the Meaneſs of this Performance 
will engage ſome Perſon to undertake it who is of greater 
. MMbilities. And provided there be any Diſcourſe of this 
Nature publiſhed, which may fully, anſwer the Ends above- 
mentioned, by freeing many of their Superſtition and En- 
thufirſm, and eſtabliſhing others in the PraSice of true 
and unfeigned Piety and Religion, by wwhomſoever it ſhall 
be ſet forth, no one will more rejoice thereat than myſelf, 
and be ready to pay all due Houour and Reſpect to the 
Perſon wwho is the bappy Inſtrument of ſo great a Bleſſing 
10 the Nation, as the removing of Superſtition, the edifying 
the Church, and the ſaving the Souls of our Fellow Chrij- 
ſians and Brethren in the great Day of the Lord Jeſus. 
1 foall only add, that the better to prepare the Way 
Yor a kind Reception of the enſuing Diſcourſe, I have 
" here prefixed a Friendly Addreſs to all ſerious Metho- 
diſts, in which 1 have fully repreſented to them their 
great Errours and Miſtakes concerning . the New B.rth, 
Election, &c. which are not only the fatal Menns of 
drawing them into thoſe Rigours and Auſterities ſo juſtly 
cenſured in the ſaid Diſcourſe ,, but are moreover of the 
moſt miſchievous Effet and Conſequence to them in this pre- 
ſent Life as well as that which is to come, and therefore 
deſerv: to be more largely conſidered. a 
And I ear neſtiy intreat you all to whom the preſent Ad- 
| Grels is made, for Chriſt's Sate, and the Sake ef your 
pretious aud immortal Souls, that you i:l judge 'imparitally 
of the Arguments alled,'d th:rein, and take them into your 
5 ſerious 


- 


ferivas Confiderntiom; and by no means be prejudiced againſt 
attending to them in a confident Reliance upon the undoubted 
Certainty of your own Notions, as the Moravians are apt 
to do in the like Caſe (c). For this *ill be the Means of 
Fxing you irreccverably in your Errours, if theſe "Notions 
ſoould at laſt prove to be ſuch, which, I hope I bave. fully 
evinced in ibe following Treatiſe. Aud if any of the Leaders 
of your Sect will take upon them to prove the contrary, . by 
cloſe and ſtrict Reaſoning, and the plain and clear Decla- 
rations of Ged's Word, I premiſe them in my cum Name 
and in that of all my Brethren, that we will throughly 
and ſericuſly conſider what. they ſhall, advance upon. this 
Occaſion, and return them. cur . bearty Thanks F their 
| Pams, Ard how confident ſoever yon may be of the 
Truth of your favourite Opinions, yet 1 am well aſſured 
you will not find the bundredih Part of the Evidence for 
them in the Holy Scriptures, as. there is that it 1s the 
Dity of all Chriſtians to prove alt Things, and then 
to hold. faſt that which is good. 1 T. v. 21. 
And that we ſhould not believe every Spirit, but try 
che Spirits, whether they be of God, becauſe many 
falſe Prodhets are gone abroad into the World, 
1 7chn iv, i. Theſe are very clear and plain Declarations : 
And if you will ſhew me any one Text of Scripture in 
which your particular Notions of the New Birth, 
Election, Sc. are as plainly and clearly delivered, I 
ſhall freely yield myſelf your Convert immediately. And 
as will be ſeen in this Addrels, there is no certain Way 
of trying the Spirits, ard of proving all ꝰ bings, (in which 
Religion is concerned, but by the clear and plain Rules of 
Reaſon ard Revelation: To the Law and to the Teſti- 
mony, ſaith the Prophet; and it Men ſpeak not accor- 
ding to this Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in 
them. J/atah, viii. 20. And nothing can be a more 
vident Proof and Conviftion of the © Falſeb:od of any 
Do#rines, than if the Propagators and Defenders of them 
. ſhall carefully ſhun and avoid this Tryal and Examination: 
\ what our Bleſſed Saviour ſays of evil Works,” being equally 

| 0 true 


(c) See Riniu Preface to his Candid Narrative, p. 13, 15. 
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be falſe Doftrjnes, viz. They hate the Light, neither 
will'they come to the Light, leſt they ſhould be re- 
proved. Fobn, iii. 20. Inſdiration itſelf cannot plead 
am Priviledge and Exemption in this Malter; as is very 
manfeft from the remarkable Caſe of Saint Paul, who tho? 

he was confeſſedly an inſpired Perſon, and one of the greateſt 
of the Apoſtles, yet the Bereans would not give a full Aſ- 
fent to the Doctrine which he preach'd to them, till they 
bad examined and compared it with the Holy Scripture. 
And St. Paul was ſo far from blaming them, that he highly 


„ 


_ commended them for ſo doing. Acts. xvii, 11. And if 


eny. Perſons ſhall pretend 10 extraordinary and immediate 
Revelations, they ought to prove the Truth of ſuch In- 
Hiration by the Teſtimony of Miracles; as the Apoſtles did 
in that Caſe. Heb. ii. 4 Otherwiſe we ſhall be liable to be 


. empoſed upon by any crafty - Impoſtor and Deceiver, who 


Hall boldly lay claim to ſuch immediate Inſpiration, And 
for theſe Reaſons I once more ve bementiy conjure you all, 
to whom this friendly Application is now directed, that 
you will ſeriouſly and impartially confider the Arguments 
contained therein; and heartily pray io God to bring you 10 
the Truth, on which Side ſoever it lies. And if the Princi- 
les (which you ſo warmly eſpouſe) be true, the more care- 
telly they are enquired into, the brighter and more evident 
they weill appear. But if you are reſolved (which God in 
His great Mercy forbid) not to give any Attention to theſe 
Arguments, but to ſbut your Eyes againſt all Conviction; 
then notwithſtanding all your vain Confidence, and pre- 
tended Illuminations, ſhould your Notions at laſt prove to be 
Erroneous, your Ignorance will be wilful, and therefore 
not admit of any Excuſe, and you will be in the greateſt 
Danger of falling under that heavy Judgment, mentioned 
by our Lord in the Goſpel, viz. That the Light which is 
in you ſhould be Darkneſs. Mat. vi. 23. Aud if this 


 fhou'd be your Caſe, I am lotb to repreſent o you, what 


will be the Conſeguence, (did not Truth and Honeſty oblige 
me 10 do it,) viz, that Light is come into the World, 
and if Men love Darknels rather than Light, it will be 
to their Condemnation. Jobn. ili. 19. But J hope, 
and am perſwaded, better Things of you, and Things 


chat accompany Salvation, tho? I thus ſpeak, Heb, vi. 9. 


Friendly and Compaſſionate 


To all pious and well diſpoſed Perſons among the 
METHODISTS, TEN 


Dear Fellou Chriſtians and Brethren 4 


SL EFORE I offer the following Addrefs 

to you, I carneſtly intreat you to believe; 
that it proceeds from no other Motive, than 
a hearty and ſincere Regard: to your true 
Happineſs, and an Endeavour to convince 
you of ſome fatal and dangerous Errors into which 
you are unhappily fallen, and which may be of perni- 
cious Conſequence to you both in this Life and. the next. 
For this Reaſon 1 apply myſelf only to ſuch of you 
who are ſerious and well diſpoſed : For as to thoſe who 
devote themſelves blindly and implicitly to the Condu& 
and Direction of ſuch Teachers who pretend to an im- 
mediate Inſpiration from God, and intimate Converfa- 
tion with him, and whoſe powerful Preaching hath ſuch. 
a wonderful Effect upon their Hearers, as not only to 
fill their Minds with the utmoſt Horror and Confu- 
fion, but alſo to cauſe them to fall directly upon the 
Ground in dreadful Skriekings and Groanings, Trem- 
blings aud Convulſions, and to lie there for fome Time 
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Prayers and Endea vours , 1 would not be ſuppoſed 
to apply myſelf to them for I really look upon all this 
to be ſuch a Scenary of Enthuſiaſm and Impoſture, as 
dieſer ves the utmoſt Abhorrence of all good Men, and 
cannot poſſibly be received and encouraged by any Per- 
ſons who are not utterly deſtitute of common Senſe and 
Reaſon. And to endeavour the Conviction of Perſons - 
who are thus infatuated, by Reaſoning and Argumenta- 
tion, would be as vain and idle an Attempt, as to read 
23 Lecture of Philoſophy to thoſe who are in Bedlam. 
Wit ſuch Perſons as theſe I wopld not deſire to be any 
farther concerned, than to pray earneſtly to God to re- 
ſtore them to their right Senſes and Underſtanding, But 
as for ſuch of you who are ſerious and devoutly diſpoſed, 
and tho* you do now and then communicate with the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, in the publick Prayers and Sacra- 
ment, yet very frequently give up yourſelves to the 
Direction of theſe New Teachers, «9 the Pretence 
of better Edification, the more effectually eſcaping the 
Pollations' and Defilements of a wicked World, and 
the attaining to a greater Certainty and Security of your 
eternal Salvation; I humbly beg leave to offer ſome. 
few Things to your ſerious Conſideration, in hopes that 
by the Grace of God you will be convinced of ſome 
fatal and dangerous Errors to which you are expoled, 
by your new Trftrutions. And, 

Firſt, Concerning your Notion of the New Birth, 
that it is wrought inſtantaneouſly in your Minds by 
the powerful Operation of the Divine Spirit, and of 
which 75 have a ſenſibie Feeling and Perception (e).“ 
This ns is of very miſchievous Effect and Conſe- 
quence, as it naturally tends to check all Endeayours 
rowards the Artiendmegr 100 Reformation of Sinners, 


and 
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o 2) See Bede ge of dy aud — — Part II 1. 
| 23 to 28, pag. 32, Cc. pag. 165, 175. 

Pg: Vid. the tame, Part I. pag. 40. Dr. Stebbing's Serman 
on the New Birth, pag. 7 8. | 
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e = 
and their Progreſs and Improvement in Chriſtian Virtue, 
But now, that we may ſpeak more ſully to the Point it 
ſelf, we will conſider the New Birth, or in other Words 
the Regeneration and Converſion of Sinners, under theſe 
two Heads and Piſtinctions: Firſt, With regard to the 
Regeneration of Chriſtians at their Baptiſm'; and, 
ſecondly, With reſpect to the Converſion of thoſe who 
after they are baptized fall into the Commiſſion of Sin, 
and by the Grace of God are recovered to Repentance 
and Newnefs of Life. And, firſt, Let us conſider the 
| New Birth with regard to the Baptiſmal Regeneration. 
Now, when any Perſons were duly baptized into the 
Church, there is no doubt but that all their Sins were 
immediately forgiven, and a new Pri:iciple of Piety mis 
Virtue directly inſt:]Pd into their Minds by the Grace 
of God's Holy Spirit: Thus ſaith the Apoſtle, Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt for the Remifſitn of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, AEts11, 38. See alſo Chap. xxii. 16. 
Titus iii. 5(f). And ſome of the Antient Fathers have 
given to us ſuch wonderful Accounts of this Baptiſmg 
Regeneration (e), that, if they have not in ſome degree 
exaggerated this Matter, they clearly ſhew that a very 
uncommon Meaſure-and Portion of Gad's Grace and 
Holy Spirit was poured upon the Church in the Primi- 
tive Ages of it: And this ſo manifeſtly, that. as a 
learned Divine obſerves, ont 228 aſcribed it to the 
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(F) See Sberlort on Death, chap. iii, pag. 2585. 3 Of 


(g) Da mihi virum qui fit iratundui, maledicui, effrenatus; paws 
eiffimis Dei verbis tam placidum quam ovem reddam. Da cupioum, 
avarum, tenacem, jam tibi eum liberalem dabo. Da ii bidinoſum, adul- 
terum, ganconem, jam ſobrium, caflum, continentem widebis, Sc, 
uno enim lavacro malitia omnis abolebitur.—— Num quis hec 
Pbiloſophorum aut unquam pre fiitit aut preſiare pete? Lactant. 
Inſtitut. lib. iii. cap. 25. | | 
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Influence of Magic (H). And tho' the Power of Baptiſ- 
mal Regeneration in thoſe Times was doubtleſs very ex- 
traordinary, yet we know very well from the Diſcipline 
of the Primitive Church, that Perſons were ordinarily 
under a long Courſe of Preparation for Baptiſm, before 
they were thought worthy to obtain the Effects of that 
Divine Inſtitution, But, how great ſoever might be the 
Influence of Baptiſmal Regeneration in the Frimitive 
Times, yet it is certain, that, in the ordinary and ſettled 
State of the Church, the Caſe of thoſe who fall into 
Sins after Baptiſm, and eſpecially ſuch who have been 
long ſubject to the Power of bad Habits, is very diffe- 
rent: Such Perſons muſt not expect to be recovered 

ain to Repentance, and to attain to the Habits of 
Hol ineſs and Virtue, but after much } ,abuur and Pains 
taken with themſelves in the Exerciſe of Repentance. 
And, with regard to the latter kind of Sinners here 
mentioned, the Prophet Jeremy hath ſpoken very 
ſeverely concerning the great Difficulty of their Repen- 
tance: Can the Ethiopian change bis Skin, or the Leopard 
bis Spots? then may ye alſo do good that are accuſtomed 10 
do evil, chap. xiii, 23. Not that the Prophet means 
that it is impoſſible for the greateſt Sinners to repent z 
but it is uſual in Scripture to expreſs Things which are 
very difficult by Terms taken from Things that are 
impoſſible (i), as is evident from innumerable Paſ- 
ſages which might be produced; but it may be ſuffi- 
cient to mention what our Saviour expreſſes concerning 
the Difficulty ofa rich Man's entering into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, Mat.xix.24, and St. Paul of regaining thoſe 
to the Chriſtian Profeſſion who had apoſtatized there- 
from, Heb. vi. 4, Sc. in both which Places the * 
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(b) Seot's Chriſtian Life, 8 vo. vol. III. p. 80. 

(i) Sic Ariſft. Impalſibile, inguit, dicitur, aut quod omnino fieri 
non poteſt, aut non facile, nec cito nec bene, Sic Furiſconſulti im- 
pelſibile vocant, quod juxta communem legem aut uſum fieri non 
poteſt, etiamſi privilegio Principit fieri queat. Sic in moribus im- 
Poſſubile dicitur quod uſum communem egreditur, Ribera in Hebr, 
Vie 4+. 5 | | ' 
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(5) 

of the one into the Kingdom of Heaven, and the renew- 
ing the others to Repentance, are repreſented to be im- 
poſſible; tha? the Expreſſion in neither of the Places 
fignifieth any more than a great Difficulty. Now tho“ 
there is no doubt but that, in regard to the ordinary 
State and Condition of Chriſtians, the Grace of the 
Holy Spirit under the Goſpel is much more powerful 
than under the Law; yet 7 can never think that God, 
who is no Reſpecter of Perſons, dealt ſo hardly with 
his peculiar People the Fews in the great Affair of their 
Repentance and Converſion, that what may now be done 
by a ſingle inſtantaneous Touch of the Holy Spirit was by 
them almoſt impoſſible to be accompliſhed, tho? with 
their utmult Care and Endeavours, Neither are your 
own Teachers conſiſtent with themſelves in this Matter: 
For, at the ſame Time that they ſo earneſtly contend 
for the Inſtantaneous Operation of the Holy Spirit in 
the New Birth, they yet allow of themſelves as well as 
others, that they frequently relapſe into Sin, and un- 
dergo many and great Combats with Satan, fall into 
bitter Agonies and Deſertions, and are ſubject to ſevere 
Conflicts and Auſterities, before they arrive to a ſettled 
State and Perfection therein (c). And the Holy 
Scriptures when ſpeaking of Regeneration repreſent it 
to us much in the ſame Light, In them we are 
ſtrictly required to work and labour, Fob. vi. 27. 28. 
to fight and wreſtle, and this not againſt Fleſh and 
Blood, but againſt Principalities and Powers, 1 Jim. 
vi, 12. Epbeſ. vi. 12. to ſtrive to enter in at the ſtraic 
Gate, Luke xiii. 24, with many other Paſſages which 
might eaſily be referr'd to if it were neceſfary 
which plainly ſhew the great Pains and Labour which 
we mult take in our Chriſtian Callings, before we can 
attain to the perfect Habits of Holineſs and Virtue. A nd 
rticularly St, Peter enjoins us to grow in Grace and 
in the Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. iii. 
18, And to ute all Diligence to make our Calling 
N | | and 
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(i) See Enthuſiaſm, &c. compared, Part III. p. 281, 303, 


(6) 


| and Eledtion ſure, 2 Pet. i. 10. And, which is I think - - 
| 9 to ſilence this Controverſy for ever, when 


Haul had, in, Philip ii. 13, obſerved, that in the 
great Affair of our Salvation, God worketh in us both 
will and to. do. of his good. Pleaſure, he does ip the 
Verſe immediately preceding expreſsly mention the 
Conditions upon which we may expect this Divine 
Aid and Aſſiſtance, viz. that we mult work out our 
own. Salvation with Fear and Trembling: Of which and 
he other Places of Scripture now recited, no poſlible 
Hebt could be made, if our Converſion: to God were to 
be wrought only by an immediate and irreſiſtible Im- 


Preſſion of the Holy Spirit upon our Minds, without 


the.Concurrence. of our on Endeavours. And it will 
be a vain and idle Attempt in this Caſe to invalidate 

he Force of; theſe cleac and plain Texts of Seripture, 

y having Recourſe to ſuch Paſſages as are manifeſtly 
figurative and metaphorical, many of which have been 
frequently alledged upon this Occaſion, But I will 
mention only one or two of the chief and principal 
of them. Thus when St. Paul ſpeaking of the Epbte 
fans faith, . You bath be quickened who were dead in Treſ 

aſſes and Sins, chap ii. 1; and in Verſe 10,:We are 
vis Workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works 1 
ſome Perſons have argued that the Converſion of Sine 
ners is immediately owing to an inſtantaneous and irre- 
ſutible Act of God's Grace, without any Pains and 


Diligence on their Part: Becauſe when God raiſed the 


Dead to Life again, or when he created this World, 
the dead Bodies which were raiſed did not in the leaſt de- 
gree contribute to the Operation of the Divine Power 
upon them: Nor did the Darkneſs on the Chaos to 


- the Light which ſhined thereon, Now it would be a 
_ ſufficient Anſwer to this kind of Reaſoning to alledge 


that theſe Texts of Scripture muſt needs be only figu- 
rative and metaphorical, and therefore nothing can be 
juſtly inferred, from them, and eſpecially in Oppoſition 
to, the other Places above named, in which the Uſe of 
Mens Endeayours in the Work of Regeneration and 

ae ogy ahh; FOR  _ Sanctifi:ation 


1 

Sanctification is clearly expreſs'd. For ſurely the Holy 
Scripture does not in any wiſe contradict itſelf; and if 
from the firſt of theſe Texts, where the Apoſtle, ſpeak- 
ing of the wretched Condition of the Epbeſiam as being 

under th2 Power and Dominion of Sin, pronounces 
them to be ſpiritual.y dead, an Argument be drawn 
from the Condition of ſuch who are dead in the natural 
Senſe; we may as well conclude from Matt. viii. 22, 
where our Bleſſed Saviour ſays, Let the Dead bury their 
Dead, that Our Lord required that thoſe who were 
naturally dead ſhould perform the Office of Interrment 
for others who were in the ſame State with themſelves z 
And the Argument will hold equally in both Caſes, or 
in neither. And indeed thexe cannot be a greater Proof 
of any one's Ignorance in the Scripture Language, than 

to ground and build Theories in Divinity upon ſome 
fe figurative and metaphorical Texts of Scripture, and 
eipecially when they are urged in Oppoſition to ſeveral 
p:hers which are clear and plain. For it is an eſta» 
b'iſhed Rule in the Interpretation of Scripture, and 
indeed of all other Writings whatſoever, viz. that 
when there are any Paſſages therein which are doubt- 
ful and obſcure, they muſt always be accommodated = 


to the Senſe of and be explained by ſuch others which 


relate to the ſame Point which are evident and certain, 
This I have ſhewn at large elſewhere (I/); and many 
learned Divines have ſpoken fully to the fame Purpoſe, 
I ſhall only call to mind the Words of an incomparable 
Critic on this Occaſion: If, ſaith be, Metaphors once 
come to be inſiſted upon and ſtrained, and Conſe- 
© quences drawn from them, and Doctrines founded, 
and Theories built upon them, they are of very ill 
Conſequence, and ſerve to no other Purpoſe but ta 
blind and obſcure the plain and ſimple Notions. of 
Things, and ſeduce and miſlead the Underſtandings 
* of Men, and to multiply Controverſies without 
F End (m).“ And with Regard to the Argument we 

are 
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are now upon, it is very uſual in the facred Writings 
to expreſs the Operation of Gods Grace in the Conver- 
fron of Sinners by this Term of Creation, becauſe the 
Grace of God contributes incomparably more to this 
od Effect than the beſt Endeavours of the very beſt 
Men can do; and is equally the Subject of our Admir- 
ation and Thankſgiving, as the Works of the viſible 
Creation itſelf, as many great Men have well remarked, 
And in Pſa'm li. 10, we may obſerve particularh 
that what in the begining of the Verſe the Plaſinift cal 
ereuting in bim a clean Heart, he immediately explains 
by the words, renewing a right Stirit within bim i. c. 
Reſtoring Bim to that Purity of Mind, and that pious 
Temper and Diſpoſition, which he had loſt by his foul 
Tranfgreſſion. And there are many Paſſages in the 
Old Teſtament in which the Production of any new 
and extraordinary Event is faid to be the Creation of it. 
Thus, in Numb. xvi. 30. Moſes, ſpeaking of the dreadtul 
Viſnation executed upon Korab and his A ſſociates, ex- 
preſſes himfelf thus, If the Lord make a new Thing, 
Sc. in the original Hebrew it is, If the Lord create a 
Creature: See alſo J. Ivii. 19. Ixv. 17. Fer. xxxi. 
22 (0). Nay there is a very remarkable Text in the 
Holy Scripture, which will demonſtrate that the Grace 
of God in the Reformation of Sinners 1s not irreſiſtible, 
And that is in Ezek. xxiv. 13. where an Effect is 
actually aſcribed to the Operation of Divine Grace, 
when at the ſame Time it did not really follow there. 
from. For thus faith the Lord to the Inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem, in thy Filthineſs is Lewadneſs : becauſe ] have 
urged thee, and thou waſt not purged 3 ibou ſhalt not be 
purged from thy Filtbineſs any more. i. e. Says an excel- 
kent Commentator (), 1 did what was requiſite to- 
wards thy Converſion, but Thou refuſedſt ro comply 
with thoſe frequent Calls and Exhortations which 1 
gave thee, and therefore my Spirit ſhall not ſtrive 
| Pal 5 with 


„ Yid. Lyram Gejerum, c. N Poli Synog/ Criticer, in 
Pfal. li. 10, * 5 3 
I Lowth in loc. 


(9) 
with thee any longer. From which Words of the 
Prophet, we may plainly ſee that the Endeavouring 
to accompliſh any Effect, or the uſing the proper 
Means thereto, is ſaid in Scripture to obtain that Ef- 
fect, tho? ir fails in fact of having Succeſs therein, as 

an Fminent Critic hath well obſerv'd (1). 

There is nothing farther to be obſerved upon this 
Head, but that as. your New Teachers have inſtructed 
you that your Regeneration is owing to an Inſtantaneous 
Act of God's Holy Spirit, fo you have been taught to 
believe that you have a ene Feeling and Experience 
thereof, This Notion hath been ſufficiently expoſed by 
the learned Dr. Stebbing (n). And to uſe the Words 
of the ſame excellent Author: If the Scriptures affirm 
© that the New Birth muſt be a ſenſible Operation of 
© the Spirit, new me where it fays ſo; or if you can- 
* not do this, why will you pretend to be wiſer than 
© God (9)? * Our Bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks in a quite dif- 
ferent manner: The Wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 
thou heareſt the Sound thereof, but canſt not tell whence 
it comeih, nor whither it goeth: ſo is every one that is 
born of the Spirit, John iii. 8. (p). And the Holy 
Scriptures give us no other Rule whereby we may diſ- 
cover that we are endued with the Spirit, - than by 
bringing forth the Fruits of the Spirit, Thus fays 
St. Paul: If we live in the Spirit, let us alſo walk in the 
Spirit, Gal. v. 25. They that are after the Spirit, de 
mind the Things of the Spirit. Rom. viii. 5, And to 
give a very clear and evident Proof of this 3 

| where 
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Verba que L ectum notant ſæpe de conatu intelli . Glaſ- 
ſius apud Poli Synopſ. Criticor, in loc. Hic dicit Deus ſe mun- 
daſſe Feruſalem, et tamen Eam a ſordibus ſuis non eſſe mundatam. 
Si adi Eam nundaderit Deus quomodo mundata nen eff? Ergo 
mundaſſe Eam dicitur Deus, quia a ſua parte omnia fecit que ad 
Zam mundandum requirebantur ; et per que niſi propria ſua malitia. 
fe inſanabilem reddidaſſet, ſanata fuiſſet. Limborch. amica Colla- 
tio cum Cc. — — p. 241. | 

(n) Sermon on the New Birth, p. 7. Cc. 
(.] Ibid, p. 11. 16, 2 
% Vid. Whity in loc. 
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where St. Paul ſays in Galat vi. 15 That in Chriſt Jeſus 
neither Circumci/ion availeth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, 
but a New Creature (which is only another Expreſſion 
for the New Birth) (4), he tells us what is meant b 
this New Creature in the two parallel Texts; in the fir 
of which he explains the New Creature by keeping the 
Commandments of God, x Cor. vii. 19. And in the 
ſecond, by Faith which worketh by Love, Galat. v. 6, 
which comes exactly to the ſame Senſe as our Lord ob- 

ſerves in Jabn xiv. 15. (See alſo 1 Jobn v. 3.) And 
this is the only rational Evidence. that any Man can 
have that he is born of God ; ſince, as the Apoſtle in- 
forms us, whatſoever is born of God overcometh the 
World. 1 John v. 4. Arid a Man cannot be under a 
greater Deluſion of the Devil, which will be of the 
moſt miſchieyous Conſequence to him, than to ground 
his Regeneration and Sanctification on any other Prin- 
ciple. And it is of no Force at all in this Argument, 
that our Church declares in her Seventeenth Article, 
that the Godly feel in themſelves ihe working of the Spirit 
of Chriſt, which one of your Authors hath lately ob- 
jected to us (7). For the Word feel in Holy Sctip- 
ture, as well as other Writings, ſignifieth any Pereep- 
tion either of the Body or Mind, whether ſenſible or 
intellectual, Thus ſaith Holy Fob, the Wicked ſhall not 
feel Duletneſs in his Belly, xx. 20. i. e. he ſhall not know 
ij, faith a learned Commentator from the Hebrew (5); 
as much as to fay, that notwithſtanding all his Pains 
and Labour, he ſhall not have any true Peace and Sa- 
tisfaction in himſelf, or in his own. Mind or ſecret 
Thoughts: In which Senſe the Word Belly is under- 
flood in ſeveral Texts of Scripture, as particularly in 
Prov. xviil. 8, chap. xx. 27. Job. vil. 38. as a learned 
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Divine hath well obſerved (*). And the Apoſtle, 
ſpeakiog of the Gentiles.confirmgd in Habits of Sin and, 
_ Wickednefs, ſaith, they are paſt feeling, Eph. iv. 19. 
The Expreſſion is plainly figurative, and implies no 
more than, as a judicious Interpreter (2) renders 1 it, dub 
are inſen/ible of the Vileneſs of their Actions: Or, in other 
Words, who have no | due Apprebenſion -of the dreadful 
Danger \ of. their Condition. And in this Senſe the 
Word feel is underilodd- in the Article, of our Church, 
For, when the Article affirms, that the Godly feel in 
themſelves the working of the Spirit, it explains the 
Manner of their feeling it by the Words immediatel 
following, vis, The mortifying the Works of the Fu, 
and drawing up their Minds to high and heavenly Things, 
And no ont who is not an utter Enthulialt: can fecl or 
know that he hath the Spirit of God in him any other 
way, than by bringing eg ny Fruits of the Spirit 3 as 
* been clearly ſhewn. 

: Secondly, Another n — which 1 humbly, think 
you are unhappily fallen, and that in conſcquence of 
your Notions of the-New Birth, is that concerning th 
Aſſurance which you imagine yourſelves to have of 
your final Perſeverance and Salvation: And ſome of 
your Teachers have advanced very ſtrange Things on 
this Head (); tho* ſometimes we find them a little 
wavering and doubtſul in this Particular (ww), But 
there is as little Foundation in Holy Scripture, for this 
Notion of Aſſurance, as for that pf the New Birth in 
the Manner in which you underſtand it. The Apoſtle 
requireth of all Chriſtians, that they be cloathed with 
Humility,” 1 Pet. v. 5, And it is the exprels C haracter 
of St. Pau, that he ſerved the Lord 41th ail Humility, 
Acts xx. 19. And our Bleſſed Saviour pronounces a 
. - e _ * ne Katt theirs is, the 
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Fingion of Walton, Matt. v. 3 (x). And he further 
gives us this ſevere Caution, viz. that, when we have 
done all that 18 commanded us, we ſhould ſay we are un- 
profitable Servants,” Luke xvii. 10. And we may plain- 
ly fee the great Folly and Danger of ſpiritual Pride 
in the Parable of the Phariſee and the Publican, which 
. was particularly directed by our Lord againſt thoſe who. 
truſted in themſelves that they- were righteous, and deſpiſed 
others, Luke xviii. 9, Scl And there are many other 
Paſſages of Scripture, which ſufficiently expoſe the great 
Weakneß and Miſchief of the Notion we are now con- 
ſidering: But I will only lay before you two or three, 
which are very full and clear to the Purpoſe,. and to 
which no rational Anſwer can be given. Thus ſaith 
St. Paul, Let him that thinketh be ſlandetb, i. e. (as 
Dr. Hammond admirably paraphraſes it) Let him 
that is the moſt ſpiritual. among you, and that 
© ſeems to himſelf to { and the firmeſt,“ tate heed leſt be 
fall, 1 Cor. x. 12. St. Peter, when he requires them 
to whom he wrote his ſecond Epiſtle to grotm in Grace 
and in the Knowledge of Chriſt, he preſcribes this to them 

as the Means to prevent their falling from their Sted- 
faſtneſs, Chap, iii. 17, 18. And that which I think 
will be abſolutely deciſive In this Caſe, is the Caution 
which the Apoſtle gives to the Philippians, viz. that 
they ſhould work out their Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, Chap. ii. 12; for which ſurely there could 
be no Occaſion, if after the Operation of God upon 
them, they were certain of their final Perſeverance, and 
abſolutely ſecure of their Salvation. And that which 
will render this Argument utterly unanſwerable, is the 
Example of St. Paul himſelf, the greateſt of the 
Apoſtles, Who after his infinite Labours and Perils, 
which he underwent in the Diſcharge of his Miniſtry, 
Was yet ſo Jealous of his © own . that 25 — 
e eee eee * 
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67 That the Expreſſion” of per in ure may be here underſtood 
o Humilicy as well as of tie Contempt of the World, as it is taken 


by others, ſee Ma:donat and Whitoy in lc. 


1 
kis Body under, and brought it into Subjection, left by 
any means when he had preach'd to others, he himſelf 
ſhould be a Caſt-away, 1 Cor. ix. 27. If then fo great 
and eminent a Saint as St. Pau was, had any juſt 
Grounds for ſuch an Apprehenſion, ſure it will very ill 
become us, who are all great Sinners, to be too con- 
fident of ourſelves, and to proclaim to all the World 
the undoubted Certainty of our Salvation. And we 
ſhould above all things beware of this Confidence, 
ſince it is too apt to puff up ourſelves with ſpiritual 
Pride, and fill us with uncharitable Cenſures and Con- 
"tempt of our Brethren ; as is generally to be obſerved 
in fuch Perſons who warmly eſpouſe this dange- 
rous Opinion (y). And it will be a vain and idle 
Attempt. to invalidate the Force of theſe Texts 
by alledgir g that St. John lays it down as the Mark 
and Character of one that is born of God, that he 
cannot fin, 1 Epiſt. iii. 9. which muſt ſurely give to 
ſuch an one the utmoſt Security of his Salvation (1) For 
the Apoſtle does not here ſignify that a truly regenerate 
Perſon can't poſſibly fall into Sin after his Regeneration: 
For this would not only be utterly inconſiſtent with all 
thoſe Places of Scripture which I have juſt pow cited, 
which require the very beſt of Chriſtians to be humble 
and fearful of themſelves, leſt they ſhould fall from 
their Stedfaſtneſs, but it would alſo flatly contradict 
what St. John had himſelf before advanced in the ſame 
Epiſtle, viz. If we ſay that wwe have no Sin, we deceive 
- ourſelves, and the Truth is not in us, Chap. i. 8. And 
indeed the Notion itſelf is ſufficiently refuted, not only 
by every good Man's Experience (*), but alſo by that 
1 C2 . very 


(y) _ Entbufiaſm of Met bos its and Papifts compared, Pat II. 
„1106. 117. 

(1) Vid: 1515 Earneſt Appeal. Part I. p. 25. 

(*) Quanquam enim peccatum efſe non poteſt, niſi quod libere ft; 
ab omni tamen peccato omnino & ſemper abſinere, fapra huma « 
nam eſt conditionem: unde cognatum homini eſſe, peccare, inter Phi- 
loſophos, Sopater, Hierocles, Seneca; inter Tndeos Philo; inter 
Hiſtoricos I buch aides; inter Chriſtianos plurimi prodiderunt, Grot, 
de Jus. Belli & Pacis, lib. ii. cap. Xx. $. 19- | 


(64) 
very true Obſervation of the Wiſe Man, {which always 
bath and ever will be verified in the whole Race of 
Mankind, our Bleſſed Saviour Chriſt excepted, 1 Pet. 
i. 19. chap. ii. 22.) viz. there is not a juſt Man upon 
\ Earth that doeth good, and finneth not, Eccleſ. vii. 20. 
And therefore the Meaning of the Apoſtle in this 
Text can be no more than this, viz. that a truly rege- 
nerate Perſon. cannot (conſidered as ſuch) fin delibe- 
rately and wilfullyz or in caſe he ſhould thro* Sur prize 
and Inconſideration,. or the Power of an over-bear- 
iog Temptation, plunge himſelf into the Guilt of any 
ſuch. Sin, he would by no means juſtify himſclf there- 
in, but, after the Example of David and Sc. Peter, 
he would immediately by the Grace of God recover 
* himſelf by an hearty Repentance, and upon no Ac- 
count indulge himſelf in the habitual Practice of any 
kind of Wickedneſs. And this is the Senle which is 
given of this Paſſage of Scripture by the moſt learned 
. Commentators : And not that any Perſon, can in this 
Life, by Virtue of any Principle of Regeneration, be 
raiſed up to a State of ſinleſs Perfection. And in this 
Senſe the Word cannot here uſed by St. 7obn is fre- 
quently. underſtood in Scripture and in the beſt Claſſic 
Writers, and ſignifieth the ſame as willnot : And many 
times it is ſaid of Perſons that they cannot do ſuch; and 
ſuch Things, not for; want of Power to do them, but 
becauſe the doing of them Would be inconſiſtent with 
their Character and Profeſſion, or their Circumſtances 
and Condition. And in this Senſe the Word cannot is 
manifeſtly uſed in Gen. xxxvii. 4. As iv. 20. John vii, 7. 
And in the ſame () Light it is aſcribed to God Him- 
ſelf in Gen. xix. 22. From all which we may juſtly 
conclude, that this Text of St. Jobn does not give the 
leaſt Countenance to the Notion of the Aſſurance of 
Salvation, which we are now conſidering. And becauſe 
this confident Aſſurance of their own Salvation, ot 
IE 155 their 
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their hard Judgment of thoſe who want it, cannot be 
rationally: ſupported on any other Ground than the Cal. 
'viniſtical Notion of Election and Reprobation, which 
is warmly contended for by the Moravians (z), and 
ſeems to be eſpouſed by too many Perſons among your- 
ſelves ; T ſhall therefore intreat your Patience, whilſt 1 
ſpend a few Words in the Examination of this Opi- 
nion, and in ſhewing that it is not only inconſiſtent 
with common Senſe and Reaſon, but alſo (which ſome 
Men will hardly be brought to believe) manifeſtly 
contrary to the cleareſt and plaineſt Declarations of 
Holy Scripture. 
Now as to the ft: It is intirely repugnant to 
common Senſe and Reaſon to imagine that God (of 
whom the Scripture gives this very juſt Account, that 
He is no Reſpecter of Perſons) ſhould manifeſt ſo much 
Partiality towards his Creatures, as to ſelect ſome few 
of them only as Objects of his Love and Favour, and 
leave all the reſt under a fatal and unavoidable Sen- 
tence of Reprobation, and this by an irreverſible De- 
cree antecedent to all Regard of their Qualifications 
and Behaviour: For this is not only contrary to com- 
mon Juſtice, but inconliſtent alſo with the very loweſt 
Degree of Goodneſs ; and much more with that Infinite 
Goodneſs, which is an eſſential Attribute of God (a). 
And for my Part, (leaving every one to judge for him- 
ſelf in this Caſe) tho' I really think that the Being of 
God is ſtrictly demonſtrable, yet I would much rather 
chuſe (if ſuch a Thing were poſſible) to believe there 
was vo God at all, than to entertain ſo monſtrous, 
horrid, and cruel a Notion and Conception of Him. 
And then, | r | 
Secondly, It is no leſs repugnant to the moſt expreſs 
and poſitive Declarations of the Holy Scriptures, in 
which God very frequently and earneſtly calls and in- 
vites the worſt of Sinners to Repentance: All N 
| would 
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would be nothing elſe than ſolemn Mockery and Dis- 
fimulation, if they were precluded from all Poſſibility 
of Repentance and Converſion to God by à fixed and 
irreverſible Decree. It may ſeem needlef; to cite any 
particular Texts of Scripture in ſo plain a Caſe. But yet, 
For the better Satisfaction of thoſe who are come into 
this unfortunate way of thinking, 1 ſhall call to mind 

" foe few of them, which are the chief and principal. 
Thus, as I hue ſaith the Lord God, I have 0 Pleaſure 
nn the Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn 
from bis way and live : Turn ye, lurn ye from your evil 
ways, for why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? Exeł. 
XXxxiii. 11. God would bave all Men to be ſaved, and 
10 come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour, ipeaking to Zernfalem, fays, How 
eften would 1 have gathered thy Children together, even 
as a Hen gathereth ber Chickens under ber Wings, and 

ge would not, Matt. xxiii. 379. And again our Lord 
faith to the Jews, Ze will not come unto me that ye might 
dave Life, John v. 40. The fame A poſtle obſerves, 
that God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in Fm ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life, chap. iii. 16 ; which is con- 
ſonant to what the Apoſtle to the Hebrews lays down 

in Chap, ii. 9, that Chrift ſhould taſte Death for every 
Man, Theſe and many other Paſſages which might 

be produced, if it were neceſſary, are ſo full and clear 
againſt the Doctrine of abſolute Election and Reproba- 
tion, that it can no more be reconciled with them, than 
Blackneſs of Darkneſs can abide and remain before 
the Sun in its meridian Brightneſs, And, if there be 
any other Places in the Holy Scriptures which may 
feem to favour this Doctrine, they muſt, according to 
the Rule of Interpreting Scripture before mentioned (þ), 

as being doubtful and obſcure at leaſt, be accommo- 
dated to, and qualified by thoſe Texts which are clear 
and certain. But, however, becauſe thoſe who coun- 
| | | tenance 
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RED {17) 
 tenance this Doctrine, lay a great Streſs upon ſuch Por- 
tions of Scripture, it will therefore, I judge, be very 
neceſſary to take them into Tonfideration, © © 
No thoſe who argue for the Doctrine of abſolute 
Election and Reprobation from the Holy Scriptures re- 
ly and depend chiefly upon theſe two Particulars: Hint, 
Upon what St. Paul delivers in his IXth and XIch 
Chapters of his Epiſtle to the Romans z which they 
eſteem to be a very certain and undoubted Proof of 
this Matter, and in which there are ſome particular 
Expreſſions to be found, which they. imagine cannot 
peſſibly ſquare with any other Hypotheſis. But now, 
as many learned Interpreters (c) have evidently ſhewn, 
theſe Chapters do in no wiſe relate to the Doctrine of 
Predeſtination, but to the calling of the Gentiles into 
the Chriſtian Church upon the Rejection of the Zews 
for their Infidelity and Diſobedience; as will mani- 
feſtly appear to any one who will read them with due 
Care and Attention. And whereas it is ſaid in the 
1ith and tath Verſes of the IXth Chapter, that the 
Children being not yet born, neither baving done Good or 
Evil, that the Purpoſe of God according to Election might 
ſtand, not of Works,” but of bim that calleth, it was ſaid 
unto ber (Rebecca), Tbe Elder ' ſhall ſerve the Younger. 
Upon which Text the Prede ſtinarians lay the greateſt 
Streſs: It is very certain, that theſe Words have not 
the leaſt Relation to this Point of Doctrine, but are 
brought in here by the Apoſtle by way of Similitude 
and Compariſon, - to prove that the Gemiles ſhould be 
taken into the Church, and be accounted as the true 
Sced. of Abrabam, tho? they were not ſo by natural 
Deſcent: and Generation, And the Argument of 
St. Paul in the Context is plainly this, that as when 
God promiſed a Son to Abrgham, who ſhould be his 
Heir, Gen. xv. 4, and in whoſe Seed all the Nations of 
the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, Gen. xxii. 18, this Inheri- 
tance did not deſcend upon Ihmael, tho“ lie * i 
Ii , IIiis 


le) See particularly Whitby and Luk upon theſe Chapters, 


| (18) 
Firſt-born,, but upon Iſaac, the younger Brother: And 
as when Rebecca had conceived of Jaac, and Twins 
were in her Womb, God Almighty had reſolved be- 
fore the Children were born, that the Elder ſhould ſerve 
the Lounger; which-was-accordingly brought to pass 
in the Reign of King David, 2 Sam. viii, 4: And 
that the Poſterity of the younger Son ſhould inherit the 
Land of Canaan, which was a Type of the ſpiritual 
Bleſſings ot the Goſpel, (for the Words do not con- 
cern the Perſons of Eſau and Jacob themſelves, but 
their Poſterity, as appears from Gen. xxv. 23.) (d. 8 
in like manner it pleaſed God to receive the Gentues 
into the Church, and to account them as the true Seed 
of Abraham, tho? they were not ſo by natural Right 
and Generation. For thus ſays the Apoſtle, the Chil - 
dren of © the: Promiſe were counted for the Seed, ver. 8 ; 
which he afterwards ſhews in the third Chapter of his 
Epiſtle to the Gaiatiant. And when it is ſaid, that 
this Election was made not of or from Works, but of 
him that calleth; this does not ſignify that God preferr'd 
the Poſterity of Jacob to that of Eſau without any juſt 
Grounds for ſo doing: For God, who is infinite in Wiſ- 
dom, never does any thing without ſufficient Reaſon, 
But the Meaning is, that as the Election of Jacob's Seed 
was made before the Children were born, and conſe- 
quently no Works which they had done could con- 
tribute to this Appointment, tho? God had douhtleſs 
very wiſe Reaſons for giving this Preference to the 
Family of Jacob, yet he is in no wiſe. obliged to give 
us any Account of them, but they are to be intirely 
refolved into his good Will and Pleaſure; which is 
the exact Senſe and Meaning of what St. Paul remarks 
at the 2oth and 21ſt Verſes of this Chapter, concerning 
the Potter having Power over the Clay, io make -one 
Veſſel to Honour, and another unto Diſbonour. For here 
it is not ſignified, that God in Virtue of His ſupreme 
Dominion, as He might appoint ſome Perſons to eternal 


Salvation 
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1 
Salvation arbitrarily, without any Conſideration of 
their good Works, ſo on the other Side he might irre- 
verſibly decree the everlaſting Damnation of others 
without any Regard to their Demerits. For this, as I 
have now ſhewn, is not only inconſiſtent with God's 
Perfections, but alſo manifeſtly contrary to the whole 
Tenor of the Sacred Writings. But the Meaning is, 
that in the Diſpoſals of God's Favour with reſpect to 
Nations and Be and the Preference of one 
Family or People before another, tho* God does not 
act in any of theſe Caſes without the beſt and wiſeſt 
Reaſons, yet, as the Sovereign of the Univerſe, He does 
not always think proper to acquaint us with them: but 
refers them all to the Counſels of His Infinite Wiſdom; 
And when God faith in the 13th Verſe of this Chapter, 
(upon which ſome Perſons build very much) that, 
Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have 1 hated; the Word 
Hated is not to be underſtood in the vulgar Senſe there- 
of in our Language, but as the Expreſſion was uſed 
by the antient Jews to ſignify an inferior Degree of 
Love: In which Senſe it is uſed by our Saviour in 
TI uke xiv; 26, If any Man cometh 10 me, and hateth not 
bis Father and Mother, &c. he cannot be my Diſciple. 
For it would be highly abſurd to ſuppoſe that the Word 
bateth here uſed by our Lord ſhould be taken in its 
proper Senſe. And the parallel Text in Malt. x. 37. 
nm ſhews that it is to be received in the manner 1 
aye now explained, viz, He that loveth Father or 
Mother more than me, is not worthy of me, And in 
Gen. xxix. the Expreſſion is very manifeſtly uſed in this 
Senſe: Thus it is ſaid in Verſe the 21, that, when God 
faw that Leah was bated, he opened ber Womb; and how 
that Hatred of Leab is to be interpreted may be clear- 
ly ſeen in the Verſe foregoing, where we read that 
Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah. And, though it 
pleaſed God in the ordering of this Bleſſing promiſed 
to Abraham to prefer Jacob before Eſau, yet we find 
that Eſau had a very conſiderable Bleſſing beſtowed on 
him by his Father ns ts xxvii. 39, 40. But 
that 


20) 

that which will full An that the two Chap» 
ters we are now conſidering relate only to the Purpoſe 
abovementioned, and not to the final Eſlate and Con- 
dition of Men in the other World, is that ſevere Cau- 
tion and Advice which St. Paul gives to the Gentiles, in 
the XIth Chapter, upon their Eg admitted into the 
Chriſtian Church contrary to the Rights of Nature, viz. 
that they. ſhould not therefore boaſt againſt the natural 
Branches (the Jews,) and that th as — not be bigh- 
minded, but fear, ver. 20, For, faith he, if God ſpar = 
not the natural Branches, take beed left he a'ſo wy not 
thee, ver 21, And the A poſtle here plainly ſhews them, 
that, notwithſlandin "g the Severity of God to the Fews 
in cutting them off from the Church, they might yet, 
if they would, not fhill abide in their Unbelief, be ads 
mitted into the Church again, and the Gentiles be ex- 
cluded from it, if they ſhould, not continue in their 
Chriſtian Faith and Profelſion 5 which is what the 
Apoſtle here ſignifieth by the Figures of the natur 
— ingrafted 3 —. the good Olive Tree and 
(hat which is wild by Nature, ver. 17 10 25, 

Now. if theſe Chapters had related to the Calviniſli- 
cal Doctrine of Election and ri as ſome 
even learned Men have conceived, this Re. admiſſion 
of the Jeus into the Church, and the Excluſion of the 
Gentiles after they had been received into it, would have 
been, impoſſible 3 / ſince it is 8 to this Doctri 
that thoſe who were once elected by God to eter 
Salvation could not poſſibly forfeit 4 Love and Fa. 
vour : Neither could thoſe who were once u 
the Sentence of Reprobation ever poſlibly attain to 


. 1 60. Which clearly demonſtrates uber 
5 71 * 


5 : , . 
# i £ A \ is 1 $f Y 2 _—_ <a — a 4 W 2 — 8 
n nn N r — > © GP u « | 


uod ergo 3 clare ofeendit dicimus, æterm 0 immyy 
eu confilio Deum fe mel conftituiſſe quos olim Gaal afumere delles 


in /alutem, quos rurſum. exitio dw . Hoc cenſilium quoad eleox 
in gratuita Ejut mifericordia fundatum (/e afſirimus, nullo bu- 
| MATE e * ; ou dere 0 adlicit, bis jus 
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(21) 

theſe Chapters in the Epiſtle to the Romans have not 
the leaſt Relation (notwithſtar:ding the Strictneſs and 
ſeeming Severity of ſome Expreſſions therein) to the 
Notion of abſolute Election and Reprobation, but to 
the Point above mentioned, d. the, Admiſſion of th 
Gentiles into the Chriſtian Church upon their Faith and 
Obedience, and the Rejection of the Jews, for their 
Perverſeneſs and Unbelief, And if any one ſhou 
think that what St. Paul pronounces of himſelf, i 
chap, ix. ver. 3, is a ſufficient Proof of this Matter; 
lince ſurely if the Apoſtle's Argument in theſe Chap 
ters had no further Concern than the Excluſion of 
Jeus from the Chriftion Church, into which they 
might yet be received again 1 85 their Repentance and 
Faith, he would never upon this Account have wiſhed 
himſelf accurſed from Chrift for the Sake of his Bre- 
thren, his Kinſmen in the Fleſh ; I anſwer, that the 
Rejection of the eus from the Chriſtian Church is no 
ſuch flight and inditferent a Matter, as ſome Petſons 
may imagine it to be, ſince, as ſhall be ſcen hereafter, 
Communion with the Chriſtian Church is the ordinary 
covenanted Means of Salvation, And therefore the 
Apoſtle might with Reaſon be deeply concerned 
for the extreme Hardneſs and Obduracy of the Fews 
in rejecting the Terms of their future Happineſs, tho? 
there was a Poſſibility of being re admitted to them 
upon a true Repentance. 

| ” Wo 2 But 
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ruidem & irreprebenſibili, ſed incomprehenſibli i Tudicio vite 
aditum precludi. Calvin. Inſtitut. lib, iii. a 4p 47, Of 
which Judgment of the Calvinifts, Oliver Cromavel!, that Monſter 
of Hypocriſy and Wickedneſs, is a very clear Example: When 
he was dying, his Chaplains and the Divines that attended him, 
inſtead of earneſtly exhorting him to the moſt bitter Repentance 
for his flagitious Crimes, kuoyed up him and themſelves with AC. 
ſurances of his Recovery, as all our beſt Hiſtorians atteſt, Sze 
. vol. II. pag. 824, 825, And his Chaplain 
— tared to him, that te Ele would newer fall into 
Repr a. Then, anſwered Oliver, I am iafe, for I am ſure 
I war once in a State of Grace, Dr. Smollct*s Hiſtory of Eng. 
land, 8vo. vol. VII. p. 445+ 
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But without troubling the Reader with the different 
Interpretations of the original Word Anathema, here 
rendered accurſed, for which he may conſult the Com- 
mentators upon the Place; the Words here uſed by 
St Paul, when taken iti the firicteſt Senſe, do not imply 
that he would wiſh to be eternally condemned for the 
Sake of his Brethren the Jer; but the Expreſſion is 
hy perbolical, and ſignifies only that his Love and 
Concern for them was ſo very extraordinary, that, if 
it had been proper and reaſonable to do ſo, he could 
willingly have choſen to have parted with all his Share 
and Intereſt in Chriſt, rather than they ſhould finally 
miſcarry, and come ſhort of eternal Salvation ; as the 
antient Writers of the Church, and many learned Mo. 
derns, have well obſerved (f). Tho? I hb mbly conceive 
that there is no Neceſlity of having recourſe to any 
ſuch harſh Interpretation; but that the Wiſh of St. Paul 
in this Place may extend no farther than to a temporal 

| Death, & o Xpio'ss after Chriſt, i. e. as Chriſt had 
ſuffered before him; in which Senſe it is underſtood by 
4 very great Critic (g): And he juſtifies this Senſe of 
the Words from the like manner of Expreſſion in 
2 Fim. i. 3. where the Apoſtle ſays, I thank God whom 


4 ſerve, ro 0970 vewus from my Forefathers, as it is 
crudely TY in our Tranſlation: It ſhould have 
been rendered after the Example of my Forefathers, 
as that learned Author and other good Critics have re- 
marked (5), 

And having thus fully explained the Doctrine of 
St. Paul in the two Chapters before - mentioned, there 
will be the leſs need in ſpending inuch Time in conſi- 
dering chat 3 in the — Chapter of the ſame 
h TOs 
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*(#) See - Phith in loc. 

) Dr Watcrland's Sermons, vol. I. p. 77, 78. 

* (6). "Amo mproyover. i. e. Majorum meorum weſligia jp 

pe Abrabami, Iſaaci, & Jaco i, & aliorum deinceps, a guibus 
2 ſum c. Bea 2 Vim. i. 3. Juxta majorum meorum 


fidem & inſtitutionem. Vaabl. in loc. 


(23) 
Epiſtle, Ver. 28, Ge. which hath not the leaſt Relation 
to the Calviniftical Doctrine of Predeſtination, as ſome 
Perſons have vainly imagined. For the Apoſtle is 
there only ſhewing the great Happineſs of thoſe who 
truly love God, viz. that they are called according to 


his Purpoſe, i. e. they are called to ſuffer for Chriff's 


Sake, and after His Example as ſome think, 1'Thef. 
iii. 3. Philip. iii. 10, (Vid. Hammond in loc.) Or as 
others judge better, and which is more agreeable to 
the Context (cho* in the Event the Matter will come 
much to the ſame Thing, ſince they who are appointed 
to ſuffer for Cbriſts Sake do ſuffer for this End, that 
they may reign and be glorified with Him, Rem. 
vil. 17. 2 Tim. ii. 12.) that they are called to the 
Adoption in Chrift Feſus, Eph i. 5. And St. Paul is 
here proving that the Love which ſuch Perſons have 
for God, is the true Ground and Foundation of their 
being called by Him, And then the Apoſtle argnes, 
that thoſe whom God foreknew to be endowed with 
this Love of Him, and therefore to be called accord- 


ing to Kis Purpoſe, He did predeſtinate to be con- 


form?*d to the Image of His Son, Ver. 29, which he 
tells us conſiſts in having their vile Bodies changed 
and faſhioned lite unto His Glorious Body, Phil. iii. 2 f. 
And as a learned Divine here well remarks, this Text 

expreſsly ſpeaks of thoſe who actually love God, and 
not of thoſe whom God hath loved with this diſcri- 
minating Aﬀection (®). And it is to theſe Perſons 
alone that the many Bleſſings here promiſed in this 
Gradation are immediately directed. And if any one 
ſhould object againſt this Reaſoning, that hereby we 
make the Love of Men to God the firſt Mover and 
Principle in the great Work of our Redemption, and, 
not the Love of God to Mankind, which the Holy 
Scriptures manifeſtly do from the Beginning to the 
End of them, and particularly in Fob» iii. 16, and 
1 John iv. 10, he may - eaſily be convinced of his 
Miſtake by this plain Suggeſtion, viz. that the Love 
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( 24 ) 
God in Chrit may be the only true Ground 


of 
and Foundation of the Redemption of the World, 


and at the fame Time the Application of 
that Love of God, and of the Merits of Cbriſt's 
Death to particular Perſons, may depend in great 


= upon their pwn Faith and Obedience, In 


like manner as if any earthly Parent ſhould offer 
his Favour and Bleſſing to his Son, in caſe he ſhould 
Dutiful and Refpe&ful to him, the Duty and 

i | ry Jjotly be ſaid to be 
t Favour and Bleſ- 


ing, tho" it did in Truth 8 1 from his 


Father*s Love and Goodneſs to him: Eſpecially when 
we conſider that this very Obedience to God is derived 
effectually from the Grace of the Goſpel which God 


bath freely "es to them for Chriſt's Sake, 
only 


and which can enable them to manifeſt their 
e to God, as the due Effect and Conſequence of 
is infinite Love to themſelves. ee 

And if after all that hath been delivered upon this Sub. 
XR, any Perſons will yet pertinaciouſly contend, that 


Dod may as well be ſuppoſed to act arbitrarily with 


Mankind in regard to their eternal Happineſs or Mi- 
{ery under the new Diſpenſation, as well as he did un- 
der the Old Teſtament harden Pharaob's Heart, and 
then in Conſequence of that Obduracy inflict a Series 
of heavy and dreadful Judgments upon him: The 
Anſwer to this will be very plain and eaſy, viz: 
that Pharach is id ſeveral Times to harden his 
ewa Heart, as well as that it was hardened, or that 


| God had hardened it, as may be ſeen in Exod. viii. x5; 


2. Chap. ix. 34. And when God ſays to him in the 
Verſe of that Chapter (which is referred to 

by St. Paul in Rom. ix. 17,) For this Cauſe bave 1 
raiſed thee up for to He in thee my Power, &c. the 
inal Hebrew Word does not, as many learned 


Mien have obſerved, ſignify, I have raiſed thee up, 


_ Lie made thee to and . ors 
Septuagint rightly renders it, for this Cauſe 
— Ä—V— — all uh 


1 


by Onkeles, and by Junius and Tranaliut, and by the 
8 


yriac and Arabic Verſions + 3 as much as to fay, Be- 
caufe thou haſt obſtinately refuſed all my fore Jud 
ments, and will not be convinced by any of tem, 
have not as yet cut thee off for your Obduracy, as 


might very juſtly have done, but have continued thee = 


in being, to render my Power over thee more conſpi= 
guous and remarkable, for the Example and Remem» 
brance of all future Ages and Generations, And that 
which will add great Sei and Force to this Ar- 
gument is this Conſideration, viz. That God is {aid 
in Holy Scripture to do many Things which in the 
ordinary Courſe of His Providence He only ſuffers 
and permits to be done: See particularly Ja. Ixiii. 12. 
Jer. iv. 10, 17. Exel. xiv. 9, Mail. vi. 13. 2 Tieſe 
11. 11, 12. Paal. cxli. 4, New. Tranflat» And there» 

fore no Argument can be drawn for the Doctrine we 
are now hey char kee God's hardening Pharaob's 


Heart, when that Expreſſion cannot poſſibly ſignify 
any more, than that God juſtly fuffered his Heart to 
be. hardened, as he himſelf is expreſsly ſaid to harden 
it in the ſeveral Texts beforementioned l. But, 
Secondly, The other Particular upon which this No- 
tion of Election and Reprobation is E er is that 
Account which our Saviour Himſelf gives of the falſe 
Chriſts and falſe Prophets that ſhould ariſe after Him, 
viz, that they ſhould ſhew ſuch Signs and Wonders, that 
if it were poſſible they ſhould deceive be very Elecł. 
Matt. xxiv. 24. Mark xiii. 22. In anſwer to which we 
need only obſerve- theſe two Things: Firft, That the 
Word impoſſible in the Holy Scriptures frequently fignj- 
fies no more W Jer Diffculty, as I have noted a- 
bove (i) i and the Words ei quralu if it were peſdblr, 
here uſed] by our Saviour, are often found in Scripture 2 
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Tes partieularly Biſhop Patrick in Exed-iz. 16. Dr. Whitby 

in Rem. ix. 17. Dr. Shuckford's Connection, vol. 3. P. 433+ 
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intend the ſame. Thus St. Pau tells us that he Baſted, if it 
ante oy for him, to be at Jeruſalem on the Day of Pen- 
tecoſt, Acts xx. 16. But ſurely, as a learned Divine (d) 
obſerves, he would not have made all this Haſte to do 
what was impoſſible. Again, the ſame Apoſtle requires 
the Romans that, if it were poſſible, they ſhould live peace- 
ably with all Men, chap. xii. 18; which would have 
been a very ridiculous Exhortation, if it had been iv 
pale for them to have avoided Strifes and Conten- 
tions: And to theſe Inſtances many more might be 
added, if it were neceſſary. And nothing more ex- 
poſes the Ignorance of any Writers, than to-build No- 
tions in Divinity on any ſingle Expreſſion, or parti- 
cular Phraſe in Holy Scripture, as it is uſed in our vul- 
gar Language, when it is contrary to the ſame manner 
of Expreſſion in ſeveral other Places of the fame Scrip- 
ture, But we need not depend upon the Strength of 
Criticiſm in refuting the Notion we are now conſider- 
ing: For what Sur Lord obſerves in different Places in 
both theſe Chapters will be ſufficient to expoſe the 
Weakneſs and  Abſurdity thereof. For He earneſtly 
eautions His Diſciples, , that no Man ſhould. deceive 
them, Matt. xxiv. 4. He exhorts them to watch and 
ay, leſt the Hour of Temptation ſhould find them 
eeping, Mark xill. 33, Sc. And in the parallel Place 
in St. Luke to take heed, leſt their Hearts ſhould be 
overtaken with Surfeiting and Drunktnneſs, and that 
Day ſhould come upon them ynawares, chap. xxi. 34, Cc. 
All which Exhortations would be in the higheſt Degree 
abſurd and impertinent, if our Bleſſed Saviour knew, 
that upon ſomeof them Temptations could not poſſibly 
prevail, and that the reſt muſt neceſſarily be overcome 
and ſubdued by them. And then by the El# in this 
Place are to be underſtood not fuch Perſons, who are 
predeſtinated to Salvation, as that Term 1s now vulgarly 
uſed, but all Chriſtians called to the Belief and Profeſ- 
ſion of the Holy Goſpel ; and that in Contradiſtinction 
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(k) Whitby in loc. 


EE 3 . 
to Heathens and Infidels. In which Senſe the Word 


is uſed in other Parts of the New Teſtament, as in 

"Matt. xx. 16. Lake xviii, 7. 1 Pet. ii. 9g. And the 

pon! edgy, manifeſtly alludes to thoſe Places in the 
l 


Teſtament, where the Jetes were ſaid to be God's 


'choſen and peculiar People, whom He had taken into 


Covenant with Himſelf, under his immediate Care and 
Protection. See Deut. iv. 37. vil, 6, 1 Chron, xvi. ig. 


Eſal. xxxiii. 12. cv. 6, 43. And which is very re- 


markable in this Caſe, the antient Mraelites were termed 


the elf or choſen People of God, notwithſtanding 


that many of them were uncircumciſed in their Heart, 
and went aſtray from His Commandments ; as is evi- 


dent from many Paſſages of Holy Scripture, and par- 


ticularly from Deut. x. 15, 16, where es tells the 


Jews, that the Lord bad a Delight in their Fathers to 
love them, that He choſe their Seed after them, even 


them above all People, as (faith he) it is this Day; and 


* 
. 


tyrdom obſerves upon this Occaſion, For after he had 


then of this ele# People it is added immediately, circum- 
ciſe therefore the Foreſkin of your Hearts, and be no more 


ſiffenecked. And in this Senſe the Word elect is uſed . 


by the ancient Fathers, and particularly by St. Clement 
and Ignatius in their Epiſtles(*). And it is very worthy 
of our Notice what the Author of St. Pelycarp's: Mar- 


related, that, upon the Executioner'sſttiking his Dagger 


into his Body, there ifſued out ſuch a Quantity of 


Blood, as even extinguiſhed the Fire, he preſently ſub- 


Joins, that this raiſed an Admiration in all the People 


to conſider what a Difference there was between the 


Heathens and the Chriſtians. In the Original it is, 
pelntu Twy T0 wy xa £xABK wy 3, i. e. between the 
Infidels and the Ele&t. And Clem. Alex. uſeth this 
Word exactly in the fame Senſe, where he calls the 
People aſſembled in the Church aloouope Tow y 8 KAN 


i. e. the Congregation of the Ele F). And it will 
cs, ö be 


— 


5 2 Bingham's Antiquities of the Chriulian Church, Lib. I. 
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ve io no Purpoſe here to argue, that, upon the 
Gentiles heating the Word of the Lord from St. Paul 


and Barnabas at Antiveh in Piſidia, St. Luke obſerves, 
that as many as were ordained to eternal Life, believed, 
Acts xiu. 48. For by this Expreſſion is not ſignified, 
that ſuch Perſons were 2leFed to eternal Salvation, as 
ſome have ignorantly imagined, but that thoſe who 


were «vell prepared (1), or diſpoſed, for eternal Life, by 
the good Tempers and Inclinations of their Minds, 


believed: And they are ſet in Oppoſition to the Jews, 
who in the forty-fifth Verſe of the Chapter were filled 
evith Envy, and ſpake againſt thoſe Things which were 
ſpoken by St. Paul, contradicting and biaſpheming. For 


* Otherwiſe it would have been to no Purpoſe for St. Paul 


to have preached to the Jews Remiſſion of Sins, and 
fo carneſtly to have exhorted them to Repentance 


and Obedience to the Goſpel, if they could not 


poſſibly repent and believe, as not being before or- 


by dained or elected by God to eternal Life (n). Or, as 


ſome very -great Critics have remarked, the Words 
may very properly be thus rendered, as many 4s 
ECT APTLTLY 15 1 were 


OY — 


( The original Word'7dlayju{vor here tranſlated ordained, 
and that in the paſſive Voice, may be rendered actively, as the 
paſſive Voice is frequently uſed for the Attive in Scripture, and 


—— 
—— 


other Writings, Thus, in Jam, iv. 10. 1 Pet, v. 6. it is rightly 


expreſſed in our Verſion actively, Bunòle yourſelves, tho the 


Original is in the Paſlive, rarer. And the Greek Word 


1d Tay does no where ſignify to predeſtinate, as learned Criticy 


have well obſerved; but to contitute, prepare, ſet in Order, and 


diſpoſe Men for any particular Office and Employment: Of which 
many Inſtances and Examples may be ſeen in Grotius, Hammond, 


. Whitby, and other Critics upon the Place. I ſhall at preſent trouble 
the Reader only with one, which will ſufficiently ſhew the Senſe of 


the Word in the Text we are now upon: Thus, in 1 Cor. xvi, 15. 
it is faid of the Houſe of Sepbunas, that braZar bav]is, to the 


Miniſtry of the Saints, i. e. to the Relief of poor Chriftians in 


their Neceſſity. (Vid. Hammond on Luke viii. 3.) Now I ſup- 
poſe no one will imagine, that the Word Fratæy here ſignifietk 
that they were elected, or predeſtinated to this Miniſtration, but 


that they voluntarily addicted themſelves, as it is in our Tran- 


{ation . Or that they had prepared or diſþo/ed themſelves thereto, 
{m) See above, pag. I I, Ee. 1 . 


* 


| E 
were well diſpoſed, believed to eternal Life. For thus 
Perſons are ſaid in Scripture to believe in Chriſt to eternal 

Life, 1 Tim. i. 16 3 or, which is exactly of the ſame 
Import, 10 believe to the ſaving of the Soul, Heb, x. 39. 
Neither will it avail any thing to this Cauſe, that our 

Saviour told the Seventy Diſciples, upon their Return 
to him, that their Names were written in Heaven, 

Luke x. 20. For this is no more than a Jeuiſb 
Phraſe, and alludes to the Regiſters which were kept 

of the Jewiſh Tribes and Families, or in the Cities 
which were well ordered and governed .(»). . And 
the Expreſſion doth not ſignify the abſolute Election of 
any one to eternal Life, but only his preſent Right to. 
that Inheritance, in Virtue of the Obedience of Faith, 

as a very learned Interpreter judiciouſly obſerves. For, 
ſaith be, the Apoſtle declares of all the Hebrews to whom 
he wrote his Epiſtle, that they were come to the general 

Aſſembly of the Firſt-born, who were written in Hea- 

ven, Heb, xii, 23, and yet in the 25th Verle faith he 
to them, ſee that ye reſuſe not him that ſpeaketh (o). 
And that which will fully demonſtrate the great. Folly, 
and weakneſs of Building any Notions of Election 
upon this ſcriptural Expreſſion, is this Conſideration, 
that the Names of thoſe Perſons, which are at preſent 
written in the Book of Life, may afterwards be blotted 
out of it, as is very evident from Rev, iii, 5, and xxii. 
19, when compared together. And God himſelf declares 
the ſame to Moſes, whojoever, faith He, bath ſinned 
againſt” Me, bim w0i!l 1 blot out of the Book which 1 have 
written, Exod. xxxii. 33. But now this would be ab- 
folutely impoſſible, if by any Perſons: Names being 
_ written in Heaven were ſignified their final and decre- 
tory Election to eternal Salvation. | 
And thus much I thought neceſſary to obſerve upon 

- this Calvinifical Point of Election; ſince it is the only 
Ground, upon which can be rationally built the Con- 
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- fidence of thoſe, who pretend to an Aſſurance of their 
_ everlaſting Happineſs. I ſhall only, before 1 proceed 


any further, add a Word or two by way of friendly 
Advice to thoſe who are elevated with this fond Con- 

ceit of themſelves, viz. That ſince, as was before ob- 
ſerved, it is too apt to make Men careleſs in the neceſ- 
ſary Duties of Religion (F), many of the moſt learned 
of the Calviniſtical Writers have as earneſtly contended 
for the Neceſlity of a Holy Life and Converſation, as 
any of rhoſe- Perſons can poſſibly do, who are of op- 
poſite Sentiments to themſelves. It would be eaſy to 


produce ſeveral Teſtimonies to this Purpoſe; but I 


ſhall only at this Time lay before you the Judgment 
of a learned Writer of this Nation, who was as ſtrict 
a Predeſtinarian as ever lived: The Expectation and 
* Hope ( /aith be) of any Men for Life, and Immor- 
© tality, and Glory, without previous Holineſs, can be 
© built on no other Foundation but this, that God will 
© reſcind his eternal Decrees, and change his Purpoſes, 
merely to comply with them in their Sins: And who 
© knows not what will be the End of ſuch a curſed 
Hope and Expectation (p)?* And there is the greateſt. 
Reaſon for enforcing this Obſervation, on the Account of, 
ſome late Writings, in which the Authors thereof have 
(to ſay the leaft) expreſs'd themſelves very looſely 
concerning the Obligation of Moral Duties, which 
the Holy Scriptures in innumerable Places manifeſt] 
declare to be abſolutely neceſſary to. Salvation (). 
And therefore, how confident ſoever you may be of 
your own Salvation, yet let me intreat you to ſtrive to 
the utmoſt to be as truly pious towards God, and 
charitable to your Neighbours, and as humble in your 
own T houghts and Opinions, as the beſt Members of 
our Church think themſelves obliged to be, who pre- 
tend to no ſuch Aſſurance; but content themſclves 
5 — | with 


It See Doane/s Methodiſm examined and expoſed, p. 37, Er. 


(p) Dr. Owen's Preumatologia, p. 521. | X 
() See an excelent Treatiſe lately publiſhed entitled the Princi - 
ply and Practices of the haft uri, Treg 


— 
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(10) 

with a reafonable and well: grounded Hope of eternal 
Life, through the infinite Mercies of God in His Son 
Cbriſt Jeſus, and this in Conſequence of their ſincere 
Endeavours to pleaſe God, tho* accompanied with 

innumerable Infirmities and Failings. But, 

Thirdly, Another Error, to which many of you are 
ſubject, conſiſts in placing your Religion (at leaſt a 


conſiderable Part of it) in denying yourſelves the 


Riches of this World, and renouncing the lawful Plea- 
ſures of it; and in aocuſtoming yourſelves to ſuch Ri- 


gourn and Auſterities, as are in no wiſe commanded in 


God's Word (q). And there are very ſtrange and un- 
accountable Things which ſome of your Teachers have 
advanced upon this Head; and which are fo far from 
being of any Conſequence and Service to Religion, that 


they rather tend to make it ridiculous to any Perſons 


of common Senſe and Underſtanding (7). But this 
Notion not only lays a manifeſt Prejudice and. Impe- 
diment in the Way of the Cbriſtian Profeſſion, and 
would be very great Diſcouragement to many Pe 


from embracing the Goſpel ; but it muſt needs be of, 
the moſt miſchievous Effect and Influence to your own. 


ſcives, not only by debarring you of the various Bleſ- 


ſings and Comforts of Life, which the beneficent Au», 


thor of Nature hath ordained and appointed for you. 


and by expoling yourſelves to needleſs Hardſhips: and: 
Severitics, but alſo by 8 into the 
pi 


moſt perplexing Doubts and Suſpicions of your future 
Happineſs, whenever you ſhall fall off from thoſe ſtrict 
and harſh Meaſures of living, which you deem to be 


neceſſary to the State and Condition of a good Chriſtian, 


For all violent Motions as they are unnatural, ſo they 
are not laſting; and, when Men abandon themſelves to. 
extreme Sallies and Fervours in Religion, they are apt 
to cool very ſoon, and then to fall into the oppoſite - 

| | me 


" 4 . * * - — 


(%) Vid. Law's Chriftien Perfection, chap, ii, &.. 


(r) Vid. Enthaſia/m of Methodifti and Papiſi1 compared, Part I, 
p. 31. Part III. p. 304, Cc. J | 
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(32). d 
Dee of Melancholy and Deſperation. This ſome 
your new Teachers have Experimented in them- 
Ses (s). And it is much to be feared, that too 


a * many of yourſelves have been totally ſubjected there- 
o (i); and therefore it muſt be a very imprudent 


5 for any one to enjoin himſelf fuch Extravagan- 
ties and Auſterities, ſince he will find ſoon enough up- 
n Trial, that the ordinary Terms and Conditions of 
the Goſpel are ſufficiently ſtrict, and ſuch as will de- 
mand his utmoſt Care and Diligene. | 

And it is very worthy of our Notice, upon this Oc- 
den that when ſome antient Seducers, whether 
Fa Chriſtians, as ſome think, or Gnoſtic Heretics, 
as others (4), were endeavouring to introduce ſome 
unreaſonable Auſterities and Rigours into the Chriſtian 
Service, as thinking Cbriſtianiiy would be too ſoft 
and eaſy an Inſtitution without them, (and, as a moſt 
- Jearned Prelate well remarks, there are ſcarce any of 
- thoſe who are mentioned as the Authors of great Miſ- 
chief to the Church, but were remarkable for ſomething 
vf this Nature, affecting theſe Severities as a Badge of 
more than ordinary () Sanctity:) we find St. Paul 


bo | Condemning them aig = the Character of *. wor ſhip, 


- and having only the outward Shew and Pretence, and 
not the Truth and Reality of Humility and Wiſdom in 
them, C alolſ ii. 20, Cc. But, becauſe thoſe with whom I 
am now concerned think they have a great Advantage 
againſt us in this Argument, by having the Holy Scrip- 
tures plainly on their Side, ſince our Lord requires us not 
only to deny ourſelves, but alſo to take up our Croſs 
_ daily and follow Him, Luke ix. 23, it will therefore 
be highly neceſſary not only for their Satisfaction, but 


; - m4 . Direcyon, jo Hate this Marger clearly,. 


— 


* - 
* - 
” 
4 : PT 4 E 
8 * - (AS 3 - 
* 
: \ - « &* 4 a4 i * . , 
„ | % i p * - 
l . P 


ad 


22 — * 


= Vid. Bntbuſiaſm, kt. e ran L. „ 
1 Jdem, Part III p 303, Ce. 11 
1 ) Vid. Hawmond and Whitby on on Cola ii; 20, Se. 


Biber 9 * 970. V. II. P- 439-49, *. 
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= L hope 1 have done in the following Diſcourſez, in n 
Which | have endeavoured to ſhow (this HC ONO: Wn” 

like Paſſages of Scripture, and eſpecially that in Mar. 
xix. 21, were, if.ſtrictly Kn a 1 for the 
Primitive Times of the Church, when Perſecution WWW 
the general Lot of good Chriſtians, and when as Men ' (w 
were often called to extraordinary Suffering, ſo teg 
ſhould meet with as extraordinary a Reward: Ant 
that they cannot hold in the 7 and ſettled Con. 
dition of the Church, unleſs God ſhall exprefily re. 
uire them at our Hands, or the particular Caſe andi 
ircumſtances of the Church ſhould demand them of gf, 
Us. And becauſe this is a Matter of the greateſt Con- = 
ſequence, and it may perhaps be ba engniant by - 5 
What Rules ſhall we know when any Precepts of dur 
Saviour or the Apoſtles bind only 1 extraordinary © 

Caſes, and when they hold and are in full Force with £ 

' regard to all Chriſtians in all Ages of the Churchz' - - 


— ——_— — 
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Jn Anſwer to this, I ſhall — — lay down two ; 5 5 1 
Rules, whereby we may clearly diſcover this Diſtin e. 
tion, if we will judge 2 it eiy and with un ＋ 


biafſed AﬀeRtions, 1 
The ff Rule is, W „ 
Precept delivered in the New Tefament, 1 e 
poked to hold only ly in extraordinary Caſes, and cannot © | 
obligatory upon all Chrifians in all Ages of the 
Church, when the literal Senſe thereof ſo applied ig 
inconſiſtent with common Senſe and Reaſon. For | 
by making a Revelation of His Will in the Holy 
| — never deſigned to extinguiſh that Light and 
Reaſon, with which we were endued at our firſt Crea 
tion, but to increaſe and improve it, and to make Diſ. 
coveries to us of ſuch Things, which, tho* in themſelyes 
of the utmoſt Importance to us, yet we could never 
have been able to trace them out by the mere Strength 
of our natural Reaſon, as many learned Men have fully” 
demonſtrated : Neither could there be a more ſhrewd Bf 
and preſſing Object ion againſt any Revelation, or th 
RR it. 
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Proyed to be contrary to Reaſon, Whenſoever theres 
fore any Propoſition in Scripture, when taken jn the 
Arid literal Senſe, is manifelitly repugnant to common 
Senſe and Reafon, we may be lure that the literal 

. Senſe of ſuch a Propoſition cannot be true; but that it 
muſt be underſtood with due and proper Reſtrictions 
. and Qualifications. The Words of an eloquent 
Preacher of our Church are very judicious and excel- 
Ent on this Occaſion, * The Circumſtances, ſaith he, of 
human Life are infinite, and depend upon a Multi- 
© tude of Accidents not to be foreſeen, and conſequent- 
© ly not to be provided againſt, Hence Laws muſt 
© run in general Terms, and ſometimes the Intent of 
© the Law is beſt fulfilled by running contrary to the 
Letter: And therefore Reaſon and Honeſty muſt 
© guide us to the Fitneſs of the Thing, and a great 
© Scope muſt be left to Equity and Diſcretion (x). 
Unleſs this Rule be admitted, we ſhall in the Inter- 
pretation of ſome Texts of Scripture, by taking 
them in the ſtrict literal Senſe, fall into infinite Ab- 
ſurdities (“) and Contradictions. And the Enthuſiaſts 
themſelves have been fo ſenſible of this, that, notwith. 
ſtanding their reſolute Adherence to the ſtrict literal 
Interpretation of ſome Paſſages in the Scriptures, yet 
they have found it abſolutely neceſſary to depart from 
that Interpretation, and to take them in a more qua- 
lified Senſe, when they have plainly perceived the 
manifeſt Abſurdity and Danger of their being Wea 
1 underſt 
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lx) Dean Stanbope's Sermon at the Commencement at Cam- 
bridge 1697, p. 13. Sze alſo p. 12. | 3 
6) A learned Divine gives us a Remarkable Inſtance of this kind 
of Folly from Ca/jan, a Writer of the fifth Century, who tells us 
that ſome of the ſtricteſt Monks of his Time, by a literal Inter- 
pretation of that ſaving of our Saviour in Matt. x. 38, He that 
taketh not wp bis Cros, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me; 
made for themſelves wooden Croſſes, and carried them continually 
about their Necks; which as he rightly obſerves was not to edify, 
but raiſe the Laughter of all Spectators. Bingham's Chriſtian Anti- 
| quities, Book the Vr. chap, iii. 5. 6. See the Place. 


underſtood· I will give you a remarkable Inſtance of 
this in the Quaters: There is no one Principle of Re. 
ligion for which they have more earneſtly contended, 
than the utter Unlawfulneſs not only of Revenge, but 
alſo of War, a'd that even of a defenſiye War, from 
Matt. v. 39, where our Lord requires of his Diſciples 
that they 1% not Evil; but whoſoever ſhould ſmite hem 
on the right Cheek, they ſhould urn to bim the other 
alſo. George Fox, with twelve more of that Party, in 
a Declaration, to King Charles II. A. D. 1660, avowed 
ſuch a defenſive War to be unchriſtian; which Declara- 
tion; with the Teſtimonies of many others of the Qua- 
kers, againſt even a defenſive War to fave their Throats 
or Goods from Thieves, Robbers, and Cut-throats, 
was inſerted in the Trial of G. Keith and others in 
Penſylvannia (3). And the fame Notion hath been 
warmly eſpouſed by all confiderable Perſons of this 
Sect ſince that Time, and pertinaciouſly contended f. 
by Barclay, their Apologilt (z). And yet, when the 
Bucaniers had taken one of the Veſſels at Sea belong- 
ing, to William Penn and his A ſſociates in Penſylvannia, 
and they were reduced to a very great Struggle a 
Difficulty between the Neceſſity of defending them- 
ſelves and ſecuring their Property on the one Side 
and an Adherence to their Principle on the other a 
length, on a ſerious Conſultation upon the Caſe, (veritas 
magna eſt & N they came to a Reſolution to 

N Force to Force in Defence of their Property; 
and by that means they preſently retook their Sloop, 
and made ſome of the Pirates Priſoners: And fo, as 
an eminent Writer expreſſes it, they ſoon found bat 
« Neceſſity in Government when it was in their own 
* Hands, which they could nor be convinced of when 
© it was in the Hands of others (@).* But that which 
was very diverting, or rather, to {peak ſeriouily, ex- 

WR. tremely 
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(9) vid. LA Works, Fol. Vol. II. p. 101, 
1) Apology, p. 557, C. | | 
. Li Wor. , Fol. Vol. II. p. 101. 
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tremely ſcandalous in this Tranfaction, was the artful 

Diſtinction made uſe of by them to falve this Deferce 

of their Subſtance, and to reconcile it with their Prin- 

_ © "ciple: And that was, that they did not uſe the carnal 
Weapon, as Quakers, but as Magiſtrates; which, as tire 
learned Author laſt mentioned juſtly obſerves, is the 

ſame Salvo which the Pope has for his uſing the tem- 
poral Sword (3). And what Encouragement and 
Aſſiſtance this very Party: gave to the Enemies of the 

King from their firſt Riſe in 1649 to the Reſtoration 

(tho? upon that Change of Government they made as 

remarkable a Change in their Behaviour) may be ſeen 

at large in the Writings of the fame Perſon (c), as well 
as in our Hiſtorians. And this plainly ſhews, as I 
have juſt now reprefented to you, the great Folly and 
Ablurdity of adhering to the ſtrict and literal Senſe 
of ſome Texts of Scripture, when they, conſidered in 
that [ ight, require ſuch Things of us as are manifeſtly 
inconſiſtent with common Senſe and Reaſon. And there 
are ſeveral other Paſſages of Scripture, beſides that laſt 
referred to, Which have ſuffered very much, and pro- 
duced m2ny fatal and miſchievous Effects in the World, 
by the ſame kind of Interpretaticen. I ſhall at preſent 
mention only one by way of Example; and that is in 

Late xii, 33. Sell that ye bave, and give Am. This 

Paſſage with, the parallel Text in Matt. xix. 21, Sc. 

hath been miſerably perverted by ſome Perſons to prove 
the abſolute Unlawfulneſs of any temporal Eſtates and 

Poſſeſſions, and the Neceſſity of introducing a Com- 

munity of Goods, A learned and ſerious Writer hath 
of late laboured this Point with more than ordinary 

| - Earneſtneſs and Zeal (4), And there is hardly any 
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Leis, ibid. _ 3 | 
e Leſtey, ibid p. 101; C6. See alſo 8 Remaikable Inſtance 
of this Party's Departure from this profeſs' d Principle of their Re- 
ligion, 2s it is largely diſplaved by 


* 
4 


r. Smollet in his Continuation 
ol his Hiſtory of Cg, Vol. II. p. 270 to 278. 
(4) Law's wk Perfection, chap, iii. iv. Of. 
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85 „ 5 
one Particular which your new Teachers more frequent 
ly inculcate upon their Hearers than the Neceſſity 
of renouncing the Riches and Power of this World,. 
and diſcarding all the Ornaments of Life (e). But now., 
not to mention that the laſt of the Texts here recited is 
generally thought by the moſt learned Interpreters to 
be a particular Command only given to the young N 
Perſon there concerned, of which more hereafter; 
and the Notion of the Unlawfulneſs of worldly 
Riches and the Ornaments of Quality is directly con- 
trary to many other Places in Holy Scripture, in which, 
notwithſtanding the Community of Goods mentioned in 

Adds ii, Men are left in the free Poſſeſſion of their 

Eſtates, and under the Liberty of enjoying the Things 
of this World, as I hope I have clearly ſhewn in the 

following Diſcourſe: I ſay, not to mention this, that 

the Interpretation of / ute xii. 33, with its parallel Text, 
either in St. Mathew or St. Mark, as implying a Com- 
mand to al} Chriſtians, in all Ages of the Church, in 
the ſtrict and rigorous Senſe of the Letter, to ſell their 

Eſtates and give them to the Poor, does not only in- 

. volve in itſelf a manifeſt Abſurdity, but would alſo de- 
feat and diſappoint the very End and Deſign for which 
this Interpretation thereof hath been introduces. 

And, frfb, It involves in itſelf a manifeſt Abſurdity: 
For if A. at preſent tue Poſſeſſor of an Eſtate, is ob- 
liged to fell it to B, and Bro C, Sc. there muſt be, 
in this Caſe, a continual Progreſſion of the Sale of 
Eſtates, without - any Perſons being left in the ſettled 
Poſſeſſion of them; and a Man would have no fur- 

ther Concern in the buying of an Eſtate than to ſell 
it immediately to ſome other Perſon who ſhould pur- - 
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chaſe it of him: Which would be ſuch a trifling and 1A 4 
ridiculous Inſtitution, that it would be unworthy wo | 
| | F 2 | | of 14 
3 e 3 | | 
n ee en | | 1 

(% Vid. Euibufnſm, le. compared, part I. p. 20 7% hg. | 
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9 9 of che meaneſt Lawꝑiver in the Pagan World (“), 
A and furely then very unfit to be promulged by our 
4 | Blefſed Saviour, who was infinite in Wiſdom. - 

3 And then, in the ſecond Place, this levelling Prin 


= ciple would intirely fruſtrate and deſtroy the End 
=. nnd Deſign which is aimed at thereby. For if the 
= Eſtates of all rich Men were to be fold, and the Money 
brought into a common Bank and Treaſury, ſo that 
an equal Diviſion thereof might be made amongſt 
Mien; as there are, upon Computation, at leaſt forty poor 
Perſons in the World to one that is rich, the Propor- 
tion, which would in this Caſe fall to every one's Share, 
would be but ſmall and inconſiderable; ſince the moit 
coſtly and valuable Things in Life, ſuch as ſumptuous - 
Buildings, ſtately Furniture, and the ſplendid Orna- 
ments of Attire, would upon this Scheme find no Pure 
chaſers at all: Inaſmuch as by the Deſtruction of ſupe- 
rior Quality in the Stations of Mankind there would be 
no Perſons who would have any Uſe and Occaſion for 
them. And then, when that ſmall Pittance, which 
would hereby accrue to the Poor from this Diſtribution, 
would in a little Time, by the Idleneſs of ſome, and 
the Unthriftines and Miſmanagement of others, be 
ſpent and gone, and when in the mean time every one 
mult be employed in the Cultivation of his own Share 
_ arid Property, and by that Means all the ingenious Arts 
of Life would ſoon decay and be laid aſide, for want of 
a proper Encouragement from the Rich and Great; and 
the Trade and Commerce of the World, upon which 
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e Habenda autem eft ratiq rei familiaris quam quidem dilabi 
Acre flagitioſum eff : fed ita ut illiberalitatis awaritie que ab/it 
fuſpicis. Poſſe enim liberalitate uti, non fipoliantom [+ palrimonio, 
nhmirum is eft pecuniæ frutius maximus. Cic. de Offic. lib. ii, 
cap. 18. Capitalis oratio ( Philippi ſcilicet in Tribizatu, cum 
legem agrariam ferret. & & ad aquationem bonorum pertinens, 
qua peſte quiz potrft ee major? Hanc enim ob cauſam maxime ut 
Jua tenerent, reſpublice civitateſgue - conſlitute ſunt : Nam «af 
auce natura congregabantur homines. tamen ſpe cuſledie rirum ſua- 
rum, urbium prefidia'querebant Idem, ibid, cap. 21. : 
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(39) 
the Proſpetity and Happineſs of Nations in a great Mea- 


ſure depends, and which cannot be carried -on in-any 
competent Degree without Power and Riches, would be 
reduced to a very mean and narrow Compaſs. I ſay, 
when Things ſhould be brought into this miſerable 
Condition, (which they would very ſoon be upon this 
Hy potheſis,) ſuch a wretched State of Poverty and 
Want would preſently enſue, as would render the Poor 


ten times more unhappy and diſtreſſed, than they were 


before under that unequal Diſpenſation of Providence 
which then ſeemed to be ſo grievous to them; as there 
would-be no rich Perſons to employ them in their 

Works and Labours for the Support of themſelves and 
Families, and the ſmall Portion ariſing to them from 
the common Diſtribution would be ſoon diſſipated and 
reduced to nothing (f). And if rich Men would be 
ſo wiſe and prudent as to abſtain from all Vice and 
Wickednefs, and content themſelves with ſuch Ins 
ſtances of. Magnificence, either in Buildings and Equi - 
page, or in Ornaments or Apparel, as are in no wiſe 


Management as this would be ſo far from deſerving any 


Blame and Cenſure, that, on the contrary, it would 


really tend to the Benefit and Happineſs of any Na- 
tion, by a briſker Circulation of Money through every 
Part of it, and by that means promoting and advan- 
cing the Trade and Commerce thereof. And I hum- 


bly conceive, that it would be more beneficial to the 


Poor themſelves, by ſetting them to work, and keep- 
ing them from Idleneſs, than if ſome conſiderable Part 
of the ſaid Expence had been conferred upon them by 


preſent and immediate Diſtributions; which, tho' they 
may ſometimes be of great Service to particular Per- 


ſons, fuch as the Sick and Aged, or thoſe who are 
under any preſſing Wants and Neceſſities (in which 
Caſes they ought always to be encouraged,) yet we 

58 . | too 
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(F) See this Matter very clearly proved in an excellent Diſ- 
courſe by Biſhop Conybeare, Vol, I. Sermon 7th-p. 209, &fc. 
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5 yung 2 2 laviſh'd away and * 
_ © milſpent by many en (T). FO 
And „ I hope be ſufficient to ſhew , 
dies Folly and Weakneſs of thoſe Writers, who expound 
the two Paſſages of Scripture abovementioned accord- 
ing to the ſtrict Rigour of the literal Senſe, as imply- 
ng: the abſolute Neceſlity of every Man's ſelling his 
and giving it to the Poor, or putting the Pur- 


Aa therefore when, in St. Zuke xii. 33, our Lord 
- _*  _ Fequires us to /e what we have, and give Ams; the 


Luxuriancy of the Eaftern Stile, can be no 
more than this, that we- ſhould be ready at all times 
to relieve the Poor out of our Abundance, and, as a 
very learned Prelate of our Church obſerves, * upon 

great and preſſing Occaſions even to pinch Nature, 
and ſtraiten ourſelves within what upon other Occa - 

_ © fions we might allow ourſelves (g): And even to 
part with our whole. Eftates to the {aid Purpoſe, when- 


=_ 1 the Words as they are expreſſed, accord- 
anch 


deer it ſhall pleaſe God erpreßly to command us to do 


ſo, or the Neceſlity of the Church ſhould manifeſtly 
require it at our Hands. And the fame Interpretation 
is to be given of the other Text in Matt. xix. 24, if it 
bo applied to all Chriſtians in all Ages of the World, 


, 


Bautitis generally agreed, and I think with good Reaſon, 


by leatned Commentators,” that the Words in that 
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| (4) Rnamobrem id quidem non dubinm «ft quin illa benigritas que 
cena ex opera & jnduftria, & honeſtior it & latins pateat, & 
Falls proarffe - pluribur. Nonnunguam tamen eft largiendum, nec 
Loc benignitatic genus omnino repudiandum eft ; et pe idoneis homini- 
bus indtgentibu; de re familiari impertiendum; ſed diligenter atque 
moderate. Multi enim patrimonia"effuderunt inconſulte largiendo. 
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25 7 Ni auen oft Hultius, quam quod libenttr faciat, cur are ut id 


- Sintius facere non poſſis *—— Quamobrem nec ita claudenda «ff 
res Seamiliarts, ut cam benignitas aperire non poſſit, nec ita reſeran- 
de, ut pattat omnibus.” Modus adbibeatur, ifque referatur ad 


5 | 3 cultates, Cicer. de Offic. lib: ii. cap. 15. 


i. Burnet on the AXXIX Articles, p. 392. 6 
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| Verſe, and in Mark x. 21, are a particular Commag 
only occaſionally given to the young Man (+6), with - | 
- which other Chriſtians are not concerned any further 9 
than as to the general Purport and Intent thereof. And 1273575 
that which I think might reaſonably give you ſome 0 
ſmall Prejudice againſt the fri and rigorous Senſe of - 
thoſe Places of Scripture (beſides the manifeſt Abſurdi | 
of taking them in that Light) is this Confideration, 3 
viz, that there have been no Perſons more eager and MJ 
infatiate after the Riches and Power of this World, than 1 
many of thoſe who have warmly eſpouſed and counte- 48 
nanced this harſh and ſevere Interpretation of them: 4 
Of which (to ſay nothing of any Perſons amongſt us ate 
_ preſent) the AMuabaptiſts in Germany, under the Reign © | 
of Charles the Vth, will be a laſting and'memorable - ©} 
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Obri um retineatis, Maldonat. is loc, Hebravs mos; loquendi. GM. 
did. If thou wilt be perfedt, i. e. If thou wilt aicend to that 
N higher Pitch to which I come to raife Men upon the Contempla- OILS 
tion of the Rewards of Heaven, then muſt thou, whenſoever it ie 
required of thee, either directly, as I now do command 92 . 
all that thou haſt, and give ta the Poor, c. Hammond in le If 
thou wilt be perfect, i. 6. fully inſtructed in the higheſt Doftrines 
of my Religion, then go and, now I require it of thee, felt Att. 
F that thou haſt, &c, Whitby i loc. It does not appear but ne 
young Man might have done well, if he had gone away fal 
| with Chrif's firſt Ani wer. So that our Saviour does not ſeem s 
1 have biddeb him fell his Eſtate as a Thing abſolutely necellary 
to his being a good: Man, but only as a Thing neceſſary at that” 
Time to his being a Preacher of the Goſpel 3 and that he might - ©. 
reprove his Confidence ; and that he might have an"Occatiowto- | 
repreſent to his Diſciples the great Danger and Miſchief of the 
Love of Riches, Dr. Clarke's 4nnotar, in le. 
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and. yet theſe very Men, whea they had by theſe | 
ns gained a great Acceſſion to their Party, and 
Shit their Diſciples over to their Meaſures, made 
2 of Leyden their King, whom one of their own 
rophets, in the Name of God, declared to be Monarch 
of the whole World. They opealy juſtified and prac- 
tifed Polygamy, and made luch a dreadful Inſurrection, 
and ra; ed 7 horrible a Rebellion in Munſter, that, after 
5 Barbarities, Cruelties, and ep it was at 
th not without great Difficulty quel led and ſurpreſſed 
6): 8 hich ought to make all Perſons extreamly e 
how the len to ſuch Preachers, who endeavour to 
inſli uch Fanatical Notions into their Minds. And 
we beſt Way to made Trial of the Sincerity of ſuch 
Preachers would be to deſire them to give an undeni- 
able Proof and Exam ple of this Doctrine in their own 
Perſons, by diſpoſi all their own. Effects for the 
Relief of the be of they require them to pay 


wn due Regard te et LoſtruSions, But, 


_ _ _  »,. Secondly, Another Way by which we may diſcern 
2 when of leo Text of Scripture are nat obliga- 


rigorous Senſe of the Letter in all 
e Church, is, when ſuch Texts, thus ſeverely | 


3 [=—abed ted, are inconſiſtent with ſeveral other clear and 
8 exjnela e of Scriptute which rclate to the ſame 


Matter. For it is impoſſible that the Holy Scripture ſnould 


x . conttadid itſelf; and therefore we candot conclude any 


thing from any obſcure and douhiſul Text of Scripture, | 


When it is madifeſtiy repugnant to the plain and evident 
Senſe of other Places which concern the fame Points. 


Thus for Inſtance, hen the 


Quakers would infer from 
Matt, v. 39, that all War is unlawful, this cannot by 
ay means be the Senſe of this Text, not only becauſe 
this Notion: is abſolutely inconſiſtent with common 
Senſe and Reaſon, and with the Safety of private Per- 
* $I Kingdoms by the 27 of 
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{i) vid. Sleidan, Cennerlat. lib. x. in principio. 
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the Duakers themſelves, as was before obſerved (k ); but 
alſo becauſe it is directly repugnant to other plain and 
clear Places of Holy Scripture. Thus, when, among 
other Perſons who came to Fohn the Bapliſt to be bap- 
tized of him, the Soldiers came and demanded of him 
what they muſt do? The Anſwer he gave them was, that 


they ſhould do Violence io no Man, nor accuſe any falſely, - 


und be content with their' Wages. Luk. iii. 14 Now, it the 
military Profeſſion had been unlawtal, the Baptiſt's An- 
. {wer would have been inſufficient. It would have been 

his bounden Duty (and the Sincerity of that honeſt 
Preacher would not have ſuffered him to have been 


wanting () therein) to have told them plainly and clear». 


ly, that the I ife of a Soldier was abſolutely finful, and 
that chey muſt entirely quit and depart from it, if they 
expected to be admitted into the Kingdom of God, 
St. Lake calls Cornelius the Centurion à devout Man, 
und one that feared God, Acts x 2; which Character 
he would never have given to him, if his very Profeſ- 
ſion had been directly contrary to the Commands of 
Obriſt. And St. Paul takes notice of the fame kind of 


Men without paſſing the leaſt Reflcftion on their 


Function, 2 Tim. ii. 4. And indeed” the Primitive 
Chriſtians ever thought it lawful to ſerve in the Wars, 
provided no idolatrous Acts were impoſed upon them? 
As a moſt learned Prelate hath euch judged (5), 
notwithſtanding all that a noted Enthuſiaſt. - hath al - 
ledged to the contrary (H. To give only ofie Inſlance 
more of this Matter: Thus, when our Bleſſed Saviour 
exhorts us to diſtribute our Charity from a true and ſin- 
cere Principle, without any Vanity and © Oftenta. 
tion, He delivers Himſelf in very general Terms; 
Let not your Left hand wm” mon your 'Right hand 25 
A þ ue Matt. 


— 


3 ——_——— AS. adi rr Sd * 


I) See above, pag. 35. | 
(|) See an excellent Paſſage to this Purpoſe in Biſhop M:ntagur's 
Acts and Monuments of the Church p. 451. 
(*) Sti/ling fleet's Onigined Britas nic. p. 86. See the Place. 
($) Barcley's Apology for the Qa. p. 556 10 569. 
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5 (44) 
Matt. vi. 3. But this cannot be a certain Rule whereby 
our Charity is to be directed in all Caſes: For then all 


public Charities, which are moſt conſiderable for the 


Honour of God and Religion, would be forbidden by 
the Goſpel, as a moſt learned Biſhop of our Church 
hath well remarked (/), And in this View of that 
Text the Words would be utterly irreconcileable with 
what our Lord requires of us in the fame divine Ser- 
mon, viz. Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they 
may ſee your good Works, and glorify your Father which is 
in Heaven, Matt. v. 16. For at this Rate we ſhould be 
reſtrained by our Saviour from ſetting an Example of 
that Virtue, which is the greateſt and moſt excellent Part 
of our holy Religion. Our Saviour's Meaning there- 
fore in this Place is plainly this, That, when we be 
ſtow our Alms on our poor Brethren, we ſhould be 
particularly careful that we do not perform this Duty 
out of Vanity or Oſtentation, but from a true and ge- 
nuine Principle of the Love of God z but not that we 
ſnould never do an Act of Charity even to a particular 
Perſon in the Sight of Men: For it is one Thing to do 
our Works of Charity ix the Sight of Men, and quite 
another Thing to do them on purpoſe that Men may 
fee them, | | | 
Many other Inſtances might be added, if it were 
_ neceſſary; but theſe may be ſufficient to ſhew the extreme 


Folly and Danger of interpreting theſe and the like 


Paſſages of Scripture in the ſtrict and rigorous Senſe 
of the Letter, when they are, conſidered in that View, 
not only repugnant to many other clear and expreſs 
Texts, in the Word of God, but alſo manifeſtly incon- 
fikent with common Senſe and Reaſon, And the 
learned Writer himſelf, who, as I reminded you. be- 
fore, hath moſt ſtrenuoufly laboured this Point of the 
Neceſſity of Mens parting with their Eſtates from the 
Texts aboveinentioned, hath, at laſt, thought it expe- 
dient 


1 


(4) Stilling faet's Sermons, Voh II. pag, 404. 


WIS 


( 45.) 
dient to ſoften the Matter a little, by ſaying, that it 
is not neceſſary. that a Man ſhould ſell all- that he 
| © hath, becauſe that was the Fxpreſlion uſed to the 
young Man, but it is neceſſary that he ſhould com- 
+ ply with the Thing ſignified ; and he ſufficiently 
« ſclleth all, who gives away his Eſtate, and who parts 
with the Self cnjoyment of it, and maketh it the 
Support of thoſe that want it ().“ But this, as an 
eminent Preacher of our Church expreſſes it, is a 
wonderful Way of explaining one's ſelf (). And it does 
in no wiſe extenuate the Difficulty of the barſh Inter- 
pretation of the Text we are now upon; firce it would 
be all one in effect for a Man to part with his Eſtate 
intirely, as to keep it in his Hands without having any 
Enjoyment thereof, And in this Light what Senſe could 
we make of thoſe many Places in Holy Scripture, 
where Riches are ſaid to be the Gift and Bleſſing of 
God to good Men. I will recite only one or two for 
Example ſake: Thus faith the Viſe Man, Honour the 
Lord with thy Subſtance, &c. ſo ſhall thy Barns be filled 
with Plenty, and thy Preſſes burſt out with new Wine, 
Pro. iii. 9, 10. So likewiſe faith the P/almiſt, Bleſſed 
is the Man that feareth the Lord, &c, Wealth and 
Riches ſhall be in his Houſe, Pſal. cxii. 1, 3. 4. e. ſays 
an excellent Faraphraſt, his Eſtate ſhall not only be 
rich and n but ſo firmly ſettled and entailed 
on his Poſterity, that they ſhall reap the perpetual 
Fruit of his Juſtice and Charity (o). To which I will 
only add that remarkable Saying of St. Paul, that 
God giveth us richly all 1 hings to enjoy, 1 Tim. vi. 17 (p). 
Which would be a very odd kind of Expreſſion, it, ac- 
cording to our modern Inſtructors, we were not al- 
lowed to have any eb of them. | 


2 And 


(m) Law's Chriſtian Perfection, pag. 115. 
(n) Dr. Trapp's Four Diſcourles on being Rigbtecus overmuch, 


44. : 
(0) biſhop Patrick in loc. | 
(2) Vid. Hammond's Aunotat. in lc. 
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| (46) 
And thus I have gone through all that I propoſed 
to offer to your Conſideration, with regard to ſome fatal 
Errors and Miſtakes into which 4 humbly think you 
are unhappily. fallen; and J have dwelt longer upon 
them than I thought I ſhould-have done, in order to 
give you the fuller and more compleat Satisfaction. 


| Ali that L would now defire of you is, that you would 


take the Arguments here propoſed to you into your 
ſerious Conſideration, and judge of them with the ſame 
Candour and Friendſhip with which they are tendered 
unto you. Quit yourſelves like Men, and be not hurricd 
away with Noiſe and Clamour; but exerciſe that Rez. 
ſon and Underſtanding with which God hath endued 
you, And, as the A poſtle adviſes, be not like Children 
tified to and fro, and carried about with- every Mind of 
Doctrine, by the Sleight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs; 
whereby they lie in-wait to deceive, Eph. iv. 14. Con- 


ſider that many of you are Members of the beſt and 


moſt excellent Church in the World, as many learned 
Men have clearly demonſtrated; and to the Excellency 


of whoſe Communion many of its proſeſſed Ad verſa- 


ries have given particular A tteſtation (q. So long then 
as you continue in the Communion of this Church, and 
live up to the holy Precepts: and Inſtructions therein 
delivered, you will be ſafe; and if there be any thing 
in the Doctrine therrof which adminiſters any Doubrs 
and Uneafineſs to yay, Minds, let me intreat you to 
have Recourſe to your proper Paſtors; who will, doubt: 
Jeſs, if you will hearken to Reaſon and abide by the 
clear and undeniable Principles of Holy Scripture, give 
you full and intire Satisfaction about it. And do not 
by any means forſake thoſe Paſtors, and give up your. 
ſelves tathe Direction of ſuch Guides as have nothing 
to recommend them above the others, but vain and idle 
Pretences to Inſpiration, and intimate Converſations 
with God, and ſuch immediate and powerful Effet 

| | of 


1 


2 


— * 


| 6 70 Vid. Biſhop Stilling fieet*s Sermons, vol. II. p. 32 55 Ce. 
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of theit Preaching, as have cauſed in ſome of their 
Heaters the molt dreadful, Shriekings and Groaningss 
and terrible Convulſions and Agitatiens,, and have 
thrown others down to the Ground, where they lay for 
ſome Time as if they were dead, *til} they were reco- 


vered by their Prayers and Aſſiſſasce (r). To which 
Enthuſiaſtic Extravagancies if the Divines of our 
Church had pretended, they would have been abhorred 
hy all ſober and ſerious Chriſtians, and deſervedly the 
Objects of your own, Korn and Deriſion. 
Conſider that the worſt and vileſt Heretics among 
the Antients, and the moſt Fanatical and Enthuſſaſtical 
Perſons among the Modena, have ever laid Claim to 
ſuch extraotrdimy Revclations land Communications 
with God, who nevertheleſa did -wallaw and abound 
in all Manner ef Uneleanneſs and Irapurity: As hath: 
been fully ſnown by. Irenæus and Epi of old, 
and of late by many learned Writers (5). And there. 
fore, whenſoever weffind Mer arrogating to themſelves 
ſach extraordinary Illuminations, wd ſhould always be 
very: jealous of them. leſt, notwithſtanding their Ap- 
pearance in,Sheeps Cleathing, they ſnould in the End. 
prove to be nothing elſe but ſeducing r and 
- griquous, Wolves,” not ſparing the Flock, 1 Tim. iv. x, 
Acts xx. 29. And we ſhould not give the leaſt Heed 
to theix Pretenſions, till they can make them good by» 
working reah and undoubted Miraeles, as the Apoſtles: 
and primitive Chriſtans did in Teſtimony of theit 
Commiſſion. For otherwiſe; | if you will not endure; 
ſound Dactrine (and; ſuch as Lam confident, if it is 
not, preached in the: Church of Exgland, it is no where 
preached in the Chriſtian, World) but will beap: iq your- 
ſelves Teachers, . having. ilching Eurs, 2 Jim iv. 3. If 


you 


(r) Vid. Entbufi:/m, &c. compar'd, Part III. p. 23, Sc. 32, 


Hd. Dr. Cave: Primitive Chriſtianity, Part II. chap. 5. 
Part III. chap. 1. Stilling fleet. on the Idalatry of the Church 
of Rome, chap. 4. Dewnes's Metbediſm examin'd; pa im, I- 
thuffaſm, &c, com par d, Part I. p. 6, Cc. '4 
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will believe every Spirit chat comes to you with extra- 
vagont Pretenſions to ſpiritual Gifts and Illuminations, 
you will ſoon find that many falſe Prophets are gone out 


into the World, 1 John iv. 1, who, it is much to be 


feared, will deceive you to your own Roin. TY 
lam ſenſible that that which prejudices you ſo much 
againit a eonſtant Communion with your proper Paſtors 


n given to you by your 


New Teachers of the Church Party, and indeed of 


all who do not follow their Guidence and Direction, 
viz, That they are a carnal and wicked Generation, 
void of all 'Piety and Goodnefs, and intirely devoted 


to the Riches and Pleaſures of this World (); 


and therefore there is a Neceſſity you ſhalld avoid 
them as much as you can, leſt their evil Communi- 
cation ſhould corrupt your good Manners, 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
And particularly the Clergy of our Church are flig- 
matized by ſome of your New Teachers under the 
vileſt Characters, ſuch as for Deceney-fake 1 do not 
chuſe to repeat (u). And a late confident Writer of 
the Party hath reproached them as Hypocrites and 
Deceivers, who have intirely renounced and diſclaimed 


many of thoſe Articles of the Church to which they 


have given their ſolemn Subſcriptions (w). And is 


chis all the Return that is made to {I will be bold to 
ſay) the wiſeſt and moſt learned Body of Clergy that 


is to be found in the whole Chriſtian World, for the 
many and great Services which they have done to 
this Nation in ſeveral Reſpects? One would rather have 


thought (as I formerly obſerved upon another Occa- 
ſion (), that the many noble Foundations of Piety and 
Charity which have been eſtabliſned by the L 


6—— — — 
3 JT ͤ»ä»̃ñ— ” * — 


tt) See Enthufiaſm; &c. compared, Part . p. 17. Part II. p. 117, 


(a) Vid. Enthuſiaſm, Ke. Fart I. p. 16. Part II. p. 125. 
() Metbodiſn diſpiaped throughout. Sce alſo Mr. Downgs's M- 
thodiſm n and expoſed, p. 47 to 61. 1 9 55 | 
1a) Diſcourſe or the Lord's Day, p. 329, 330. 


you will not try the Spirits whether they be of God, but ; 


neliſh 
Clergy, - 


4 


(49). He” 
Clergy, the Innumerable and excellent Books which 
they have publiſhed in all Parts of uſefull Learning, as 
well Claſſical and Hiſtorical, Philoſophical and Mathe- 
maticl, as in Theology and Morality ; the reſtlek and 
unwarried Endeavours of many of for the Good 
of Souls ; and particularly the brave and generous 
Stand which they made by their immortal Writings, 
and invincible Courage and Patience, in a late Critical 
Junddure, when our Religion, Laws, and Liberties 
were in the moſt extreme Danger, ſhould be moſt grate- 
fully remembered by all the People of this Land, and' 
forever endear and recommend that Sacred Order to 
the Love and Eſteem, the Honour and Veneration of 


all true Proteſtants and Exgliſtmen. | Wins 

= But to return to the Objections againſt the Members 

of our Church, and the Miniſters thereof, 
To the firff Part of the Objection I anſwer, that the 
Nation in general is very wicked, and the Lives of. too 
many Chriſtians are very unſuitable to their holy Pro- 
feſſion. But then we deſire to know when the Condi- 
tion of the Chriſtian World was otherwiſe, the three 
firſt Ages of the Church excepted ? And even at this 
© Ih Time itſelf, there were now and then very conſiderable - 
Deviations from that Perfection of Piety and Goodneſ, 

which is neceſſarily required of us by the Rules of our 

Holy Religion: Which happened not only in the Caſe 

lapſed Chriſtians, but alſo. with regard to many ſhame- 

ful Vices which are abſolutely inconſiſtent with the 

Chriſtian Profeſſion. As may be ſeen in ſeveral Parts 

of St. Cyprian's Writings, and particularly in that 
heavy Complaint which this Bleſſed Martyr makes of 

this Matter in Epift. ad Rogatianum et Confeſſores, viz. 

non deeſſe qui Dei templa et poſt confeſſiouem- ſauttzficata et 

Alluſtrata membra turpj et infami concubitu” ſuo maculent, 

&c, i. e, that after they had been baptized into the 

Church, and their Bodies which were the Temples of 

of God had been cleanſed and. purified thereby, they 

had baſely diſhonoured thoſe Hodies by carnal Loſs 
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tand Deſilements, to the wounding of their own Con- 
Iciences, and the Scandal uf their Brethren. 


And icon aſter che Reign of Conftantineitbe Great, 


When the Riches and Honours of the World flowed 
:apace into the Church, the Condition of the Generality 
of Chriſtians became quite different from what it had 
deen during the three firſt Centuries, and they preſently 
degenerated from that Primitive Piety and Perfection, 
which, notwithſtanding ſome few Exceptions, above- 
mentioned, no Age nor Generation of the World can 
parallel. This the Writers of thoſe: Times bitterly 
Jamentj and particularly St. Chry/oſtom mentions it in 
iſeveral Places ef his Hemilies, (See eſpecially his Veh 
Hom, in Matt.) And the learned Preſbyter of Mar- 
:failles; hdifſouriſhed about fiſty Vears after him, com- 


Plains heavilz _ this Occaſion, and obſerves that 


eee 5 of Chriſtians in his a ern fank 
into the loweſt Degree of Corruption, and were grown 
— —— than che very — 
-Barbarians them ſelves (). And our Saviour hath by 
the Patable of the Tates among the Wheat let us 
know, that we muſt expect a Mixture of bad and 
Alien im the Church tilſ che Day of ent, Maut. 
xi 2:4; c And yet, as bad as the Nation is, thete 
are, God be praiſed, in every Pariſn therein ſeveral 
truly pious (and devout Perſons of all: Ranks and De. 
tees, ho are an Hongur and Credit to our Rayon. 
1. % 29. ts 
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(4 'Ipfa Du tbtlefia yude in oimibus debet offe placatrix Dei, 
- quid-aliud off = exacerbatrix Dei. Aut prater panciſimes 
uo dam gui la fug'unt, quid «off alind pene: enmis d 
\Chriftiaverumguam. Sentina Vitrrams. Que tum enim quem- 
vue invenies imy{tclefia, ant non ebrioſum, aut ganronem, aut 
Gatronem, ant  homicidam? t gned bis omnibus Pu 71 
probe bac cuncid fine fine. Saly ian de Gubernat. Dei. lib. iy. 
p. 37. Ubi ,cnim-aut in quibus ſunt-nifi in Raman: tantum 
het mali, "Quorum Iujuſlitia tanta niſi noſtra? Franti 
eim bor feelus nefeiunt; - Hunni ab his fceleribus immunes 
| nibil horum oft apud Vandales, nihil horum apud 
Goethes. Tam lenge enim eft ut has inter Gothos barbari tolerent, 
11 


1 
Hut yet, ſuppofing the Caſe was otherwiſe, this is tio 
zuſt Reaſon why any of you ſhoud leave the Commus 
nion of your proper Paſtors in the Church; fince, if 
you live in a very wicked World, it is your Duty 
to uſe all poſſible Endeavours to reclaim ſuch Wicked- 
neſs and to bring about a general Reformation, by 
your pious Inſtructions and good Examples, as our 


Bleſſed: Saviour and the Apoſtles bid. And thus our 


Lord adviſes and directs in this Cafe, Z2t your Light ſo 
ſhine before Men, that they may ſee jour good Works, and 
glorify your Pather which is in Heaven, Matt. v. 16. 
And, as the A poſile obſerved to the Philzppians, you 
ſhould de blameleſs and barmleſs, the Sorts of God, with. 
out. Rebuke + in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Nation, 


among toom you ſhould ſhine as Lights in the World; 
Chap ii. 13. And if ſome of you have been amended 


in your Morals ſince your Attachment to your New 
Teachers, (which may perhaps be the Caſe, inaſmuch 
as the Effects of Enthuſiaſm are often 1 and power- 
ful, tho ſeldom very laſting) we are fo far from en- 
vying your Perfection, that we very much rejoice there- 


at. We could wiſh with Moſes, that all the Lord's 


People were Prophets, Numb. xi. 29: And we ſhall 
ever be glad when any Sinners are converted to true 
Piety and Goodneſs, by what means ſoever it be accom- 
pliſned. But we would ny adviſe you to yes 
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ut ne Romani quidem qui inter Eos viyunt ifta pat iantur Idem. 
Hb. v. p. 168. What now do ye think our Mcthodiſts 
would have faid if they had lived in theſe Times? And in 
ue Manner ſhould any good Chriftiany act in ſuch a Caſe? 

ould it become them to draw Men away from the Church 
into Parties and Factions, which would only inflame the 

ound, and aggravate the very Misſortune they complain 
of t Would it not be a greater Sign of true Piety and Good- 
nels in them to ſtem the Torrent of ſuch Wickedneſs, and 


by pious Inſtructions and good Examples to uſe their beſt. 


Endeavours to bring ſuch Sinners to Repentance, and to 
reduce them to the univerſal Practice of Chriftian Virtue, 
in a due Submiſſion and Regard to their proper Paſtors ? 
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( 52) 

aſſured of the Realiy of your Attainments, ſince there 
is a manifeſt Difference between true ſincere Goſpel 
Piety, which manifeſts itſelf in all the Graces and Vir- 
tues of a good Life, and a Phari/aical Pride and Pre- 
ſumption, grounded upon a high Conceit and Imagi- 
nation of one's own Qualifications and Perfections, That 
this is your Condition at preſent, we will not ſay. We 

rather in Charity hope and believe the contrary of many 
of you: But ſince it is too often the Caſe of raſh and 
haſty Converts, there is the greater Reaſon why you 


| ſhould examine the more ſtrictly into the truth and 


Certainty of your Pretenſions; and make them evident 
toall the World, by letting your Converſation be in all 
Points ſuch as becometh the holy Religion which you 
profeſs. Phil. i. 27. And what Opinion ſoever you may 
have of your own Endowments, yet letme earneſtly per- 
ſuade you to beware of cenſuring and damning thoſe who 
do not join themſelves to your Sect and Party, as too 
many Perſons among you are apt to do (y) ; ſince among 
the genuine Fruits of the Spirit enumerated by St. Paul in 
Galat. v. 22, &c. the very firſt of them all is That of Lowe 
or Charity; and what are the Effects of this Charity, 
and how neceſſary it is to eternal Salvation, the Apoſtle 
ſhews at large in x Cor, chap. xiii, which I beg you 
will read and conſider at your Leiſure, And then 

Secondly, As to the Reſſecttons caſt upon us by your 


New loſtruftors, we will not by any means recriminate 


in this Caſe ; for that is a low and paltry Inſtance of 
Self Defence, and it would be very imprudent and dan- 
gerous to do it at this time; for ſurely ſuch great 
Sinners as we are accounted to be, and which, after the 
Example of the Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, we are ready 


to acknowledge ourſelves to be, 1 Tim. i 15, are never 


to be drawn into a Compariſon with ſuch Eminent 
Saints, who are ſo much favoured by God and Chrift 


as to have intimate and extraordinary Communications 


from 


— —— 
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(y) Vid. Enthuſiaſm, &c. compared, Part II. p. 117. 
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from them. And indeed, if they were Perſons of ſuch un- 
common Piety and rare Accompliſhments as they would 
ſeem to be, they weuld never have engiced you from 
the Commuriton of the Church, and the Miniſtration 
of your legal rater under the Pretence of greater 
Illuminations and Perfections; neither would they have 
inſtructed their Followers in fantaſt.ical Notions of the 
New Birth, and Election, and the Aſſurance of Salvation, 
which, as hath been clearly ſhewn in the preſent Diſ- 
courſe, have not the leaſt Foundation in the Word of 
God. Butthey would have info: med their Hearers of 
the indiſpenſable Duty of Obedience to their proper 
Teachers, . ſo long as their Inſtructions were agreeable to 
the Holy Scriptures, which the Apoſtle-plainly requires 
of them in Hebr. xiii 17; and they would Have joined 
their Endeavours and Labours with them, in preaching 
the Eſſential Doctrines of the Goſpel, and the important 
Daties of Faich, Repentance, and Obedience, And if 
they had acted in this Manner, they would have found all 
poſſible Reſpect from all our Clergy; and'their Churches 
would at all Times have been open to them, and we 
ſhould have returned them our moſt hearty Thanks 
for their Labour of Love, and aſſiſting us in promote» 
ing the eternal Happineſs and Salvation of the People 
committed to our Charge. And thus cur Bleſſed 
Saviour, who was infinite in Wiſdom, conducted Him- 
felt in this Caſe: When he came into the World, the 
Fewiſh Church was ſunk and degenerated into the very 
loweſt Degree of Corruption, and the Paſtors thereof 
were become brutiſh, Fer. x. 21. {And I hope this is 
far from being the Condition of the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
at preſent, in every Part of which there are doubtleſs 
many burning and ſhining Lights.) And yet our Bleſſed 


Lord did not for that Reaſon draw away the Fews 


from their Subjection to their appointed Paſtors, nor 
endeavour to mthem into ſeparate Parties and Fac- 
tions, but he conſtantly communicated with the Jewiſßb 
Church 1a all its Offices and Adminiſtrations; and ex- 
preſsly told the People _ the Scribes and Phariſees (at 
2 in 


| K 

in Moſes's Scat: All therefore (ſaith he) that they bid 
you obſerve, that obſerve and do; but do ye not after their 
Works, for they ſay and do not. Matt. xxiii. 2, 3, And 


laſt of all, with-regard to that Part of tte Objection 
made to our Clergy for their Inſincerity in ſubſcribing 
to the Articles of the Church: We reply, that the 
Perſon who hath laid this to our Charge is too raſh and 
haſty in his Cenſure. All the Ground of this Calumny, 
which is here ſo ſeverely pointed againſt us, is, that we do 
not aſſent to the Article concerning Original Sin, Pre: 
deſtination, Sc. in that ſtrict Calviniſtical Senſe in which, 
as he en compiled. And we freely 
wn that we do not; and yet we are fully perſuaded, 
that we ſubſcribe to them with great Sincerity. For, ay 
the moſt learned Expoſicor of them hath judicioufly : 
obſerved, though there is no doubt but that they who 
drew up thoſe Articles did themſclves go into the No- 
tions of Calviniſm; yet they were Perſons of that Tem- 
per and Moderation, that they framed them under ſuch 
a Latitude of Expreſſion, that Men might honeſtly 
ſubſcribe to them, tho? they had not ſuch rigid and ſevere 
Thoughts and Corceptions of theſe Points of Doctrine 
as themſelves (z). And I humbly think that the 
Church of England is very much obliged to this great 
Prelate for ſetting this Matter in fo ſtrong and clear a 
ight as he hath done. I have often wiſhed that the 
moſt learned Prelate juſt mentioned had given us a 
more expreſs and particular Account of the Opinions 
and Sentiments of thoſe who compiled the XXXIX 
Articles, with Regard to the Doctrine of Abſolute * 
Decrees and, Predeſtination, ſince tho' they were with- 
out queſtion ee in their Judgment upon theſe 
Points, yet they ſeem to me upon cool Reflection to 
have only a general and confuſed Notion of theſe 
Matters: there being, as Biſhop Byrne! himſelf well 
obſerves, many Expreſſions in them that have ano- 
ther Face from ſuch as favour the Doctrine of Abſolute 
N 8 
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( Bernt on the XXXIX Articles, p. 8, 116, 168, 
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Decrees, (Exp. of the Artic. p. 8.) and inaſmuch as 
they did at the ſame Time maintain the Doctrine of 
Univerſal Redemption by the Death of Chriſt, which 
is utterly inconſiſtent with the Notion of Abſolute 
Decrees and Predeſtination, This is very evident from 
the VIIth and XVth, and eſpecially from the 
XXX lit Article of our Church, wherein it is aſſerted 
that the Offering of Chriſt qnce made, is that Perfect 
Redemption, Frapitiation, and Satisfaction for all 
the Sins of the whole World, both original and actual. 
The ſame Doctrine is advanced in the Church Cate- 
chiſm, where the Catechumen declares that he believes 
in God the Son, who hath redeemed him and all 
Mankind. The ſame is to be faund in the General 
Thankſgiving, and in ſeveral of the Collects of the 
Church; and particularly in the Prayer of Conſecration 
of the Sacrament, in which the Death of Chriſt is faid 
to make a full perfect and ſufficient Sacrifice, Qblation, 
and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whale World. Our 
Church ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe in the Book of 
Homilies. I ſhall only take Notice at preſent of what 
is delivered upon this Head in. the ſecond Part of the 
Homily concerning Chriff's Death and Paſſion. In 
the very begining of which it expreſſes ©. the great 
Mercy and Goodneſs of our Saviour Chriſt, in ſuffer- 
ing Death «niver/ally for all Men: And about the 
Middle of the faid Homily, having called to mind 
the great Love of God in giving his. only begotten 
Son to die for us, from Fob. iii, 16. the Compilers 
of the Homily aſk this Queſtion, * To whom did He 
ive Him? And their Anſwer is, He gave Him to 
the whale: Word, that is. to Adam and all that ſhould 
come after him. And to remedy in ſome Meaſure the 
Defect of Biſhop Burnet abovementioned, we may ob- 
ſerve from a learned and pious Divine of our Church, 
© that the true Senſe of the Writings of our Church is 
© beſt to be learned from ſuch as were concerned in the 
* drawing of them up or the like, or lived and were 
© confiderable in the Church at that Time. Fwill be 
ſufficlent to name to this Purpoſe Biſhop Hooper and 
| een e Biſbep 
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* Biſhop Latimer, becauſe of the high Station they 
© were in then in the Church: Hooper was a Leading 
Man in that Synod, from which our Articles firſt 
came abroad, and fo is in Reaſon to be allowed a 
very or rather moſt proper Interpreter of the Articles, 
No this worthy Prelate in his Explanation of the 
Ten Commandments does fo often and fo plainly 
and ſo ſtrenuouſſy aſſert the Univer/ality of Redemption 
© and Divine Grace by Chriſt, and fo fully anſwers the 
Objections to the contrary, that no later Writer in 
© our Times has written more fully on the Subject. 
© In like Manner, Biſhop Latimer, who was co- 
© temporary with Hooper, plainly afferts the fame 
© Doctrine (). And our anonymous Author might 
have ſpared this outragious Cenſure of a pious and 
learned Body of Clergy, till he could have fully 
anſwered the Arguments here alledged, which I am 
eonfident neither he himſelf nor any of the Writers of 
his Party will ever be able to do. ns 
And now I muſt renew my Exhortation to you to 
confider feriouſly what I have here laid before you, and 
to compare the Arguments which I have now advanc'd 
with the clear and plain Declarations of God's Word, 
And, if you will do this heartily and ſincerely, I am 
in great Hopes you will be thoroughly convinced, that 
your Notions of the New Birib, Election and the Aſu- 
rance of Saluation, with the other Points which I have now 
examined, have not the leaſt Support and Countenance 
from the Holy Scriptures. And if this friendly Ad- 
dreſs of mine ſhould have ſo much Effect upon any one 
or more of you, as to convince you of thoſe Errors 
to which you are now expoſed, or be the Means of pre- 
venting any other Members of the Church from falling 
into them; I ſhall think my Time and Pains well be- 
ſtowed. But if they ſhould fail of this good Effect, 
and you ſhould ſtill reſolutely adhere to yonr Notions 
n | {onal | which 


** 
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(+) Dr. Fells Help for the Right Underſtanding ſeveral Divine 
Laws and Covenants, Part II. chap. iii. p. 119, Vid. lic. 


(57) 


which I have now animadverted upon; in this Caſe I 


earneſtly intreat you, that, nothwithſtanding your Senti- 


ments in theſe Particulars, you would conftantly com- 
municate with the. eſtabliſhed Church, and ſtick cloſe 
to thoſe Perſons to whoſe Care the Providence of God 
hath committed you: And then, it you conſtantly 
communicate- with the Church, and obſerve all the 
holy Rules and Precepts of it, in a due Submiſſion to 
your proper Paſtors, your Notions in the Points before 
mentioned, how ill grounded ſoever, may not I hope 
be of any Prejudice to your Salvation : ptovided they 
are not accompanied with Pride, or any other vicious 
Effect in yourſelves, or with Uncharitableneſs to- 
wards your Brethren. For the moſt rigid Calviniſts, 
tho? they thought that no one could poſſibly be ſaved 


that was not within the Decree of Election, as was 
before remarked (a), yet they were, as earneſt in per- 


ſuading all Sinners to repent, and to live in the Prac- 
tice of Holineſs and Virtue, as if they had not main- 


tained any ſuch Doctrine at all. And they agreed that 


there could be no ſurer Sign that any Man was elected 
to Salvation, than his believing the Goſpel, and living 
in Obedience to the holy Rules and Precepts of it. 
And tho' at preſent you do often communicate with 
the eſtabliſned Church, and receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment therein, yet there will be great Danger in fol- 
lowing theſe New Guides, ſince in virtue of their pre- 
tended Gifts, and extraordinary Endowments, you will 
in all Probability be at length finally drawn away from 
the Church into ſeparate Communions, For the Motions 
of Enthuſiaſm as they are very violent, ſo they are apt 
to exceed all Bounds and Limits in their Effects and 
Operations. And if this ſhould happen, you will by 


forſaking the Church and the Communion of your own 


Paſtors, not only act in direct Contradiction to the 
Commands of God, Hebr. xiii. 17, but by conſtantly 
adhering to the Miniſtration of thoſe who thus entice 

| you 
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(a) See above, pag. 19, 
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vou from the Communion, of the Church, and claim 
a Juriſdiction independent on their proper Biſhops (+) 
ou will incur the Guilt of the great and dangerous 
| Ba. f Schiſm (c), tho? the Perſons to whom you ad- 
join yourſelves ſhould contend for the Articles of the 
Church, and ma ke uſe of its publick Service and Litur- 
gy, notwithſtanding: what one of your late Writers 
| hath-ſuggeſted-to the contrary (4). And how great a 
Sin it will be to make a cauſeleſs Separation from the 
true Church of Cbriſt, St. Paul clearly ſnews in many 
of his Epiſtles. Thus faith he to the Corinthians, I be. 
ſeech you Brethren by the Bouels of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that there be no Diviſions among you, but that ye be 
gerfefly jained' together in the ſame: Mind, and, in the 
fame Judgment, 1 Cor. i. 10. And again he earneſtly. 
exhorts the Epbeſians, that they ſhould endeavour 10 
keep: the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, chap. 
iv. 33 for- which he gives a very/good Reaſon in ano- 
ther Place, wiz, that by one Spirit we are all baptized" 
inio ons Body, 1. e. the Church, 1 Cor. xi. 13. Our 
Bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, that as the Branch can- 
04 bean Fruit of itjelf except it abille in the Vine, no 
more can we, except we abide:in Him. Jobn xv. 4. And 
in what Manner all true Chriſtians are united to Chriſt 
St. Paul ſhews us very plainly in his Epiſtle to the Epbe. 
frans, where, ſpeaking of the Honour and Glory to 
which: Cbriſt was advanced by God the Father, he tells 
ne f nne + UF: . 
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| 9 Vid. Enthuſſqn, &c. compar'd, Part, II. p. 124 to 127, 
(e Dandi quidem Jus habet ſummns Sacerdos, gui of Epis 
copus: Dehins Presbyteri et Diaconi ; non tamen fine Episcapi 
enForitate; propter Ecclefiee honorem, quo ſalvo ſatutr Pax ęſt. 
Tertullian de Baptiſmo. cap; xvii. Frcliſæ ſalus in ſummi 

ſaoerditit dignitats pendet; cui fi non exori guædum & ab onmibis 
eminem detar poteflas, tot in Eccleſia' efficientur ſchiſmata, quot 
ſacendotes. Hieronym, adv. Luciferianos. See alſo Dr. Ma- 
fon's Excellent Sermon on the Authority of the Church, 
preach*d at Norwich,” A. D. 1605. p. 44, G. g 

(A4) Methediſm diſplay d, p. 29 See alſo Dadivellis Separa - 
tion of Churches, chap. x. 


(59) 
Us, that God hath given Him to be the Tlead over all 
Things to the Church; which is His Body, chap: i. 22} 
23; and he obſerves the fame I hing in chap. iv, 15, 16, 
and makes that an Argument that we ſhould not be 
tarried away with every Wind of Doctrine, by tbe Sleight 
of Men, ver. 14. and be thereby deceived: into a Sepa- 
kation from the Church: And how a Man can be 
united to Chrift the Head of the Church without an 
Union With that Body of wlück He is the Head, is paſt 
my Underſtanding and Comprenenſion. And theres 


hot any one partſcular in which the ahtient Fathers of 


the Church are more agreed than in cohdemning a 
heedleſs Separation from the true Church of © Ch#ift ili 


Subotdination to its proper Biſhops. This may be"ſeeff? 


very evidently in many Parts of St.” Jnajini?s Epilties? 
And when tome Perſons under the Uinbrage of «their 
Spiritual Gifts 2 had made an unhappy Diviſ on in 
the Church of Corintb, we may ſee how mightily* 
St. Clement (whom St. Paul calls his Fellow Labourer, 
and whoſe Name was in the Book of Life, Phil. iv. 3.) 
bewails this Misfortune, and how earneſtly he exhorts 
them to Unity and Peace (F); and, as a moſt learned 


Author juditiouſly obſerves, he did not think that their 


being endued with extraordinary Gifts could give them 
any Privilege of Exemprion from the Authority of their 
Spiritual Govetnors (g). When Perſons have an im- 
mediate Authority from God to make any particular 
Revelation of his Will;” and can atteſt their Commiſ- 
fron by undoubted Miracles, thete is no doubt but 


that they have a Right, nay and that it is their bounden , 


Duty to publiſh ſuch a Revelation in Oppoſition to all 
the Powers of this World, bath Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. 
4 | I | In 
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(e) Cum octaſone hominum quorundam qui donis ſpiritus ex- 
traordinariis infigniti adverſus Eccleſiæ Reftores inſurgebant, 
gravi ſchiſmate laboraret Eccleſia Corinthiaca, &c, Cave, 
Hiftor, Liter. Vol. I. p. 18, . 

JJ) Clem. 1. Ep. ad Corinth. 'P 

CC) Deodwell's Separation of Churches, &c, chap. 19. p. 446. 
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In this Caſe the Scripture Rule is, that te πν to obey 
God rather than Men. Acts v. 29. But the being en- 
dued with uncommon Gifts of the Spirit was never 
thought to be a ſufficient Excuſe for any Perſon's ma king 
a Separation from the Church of Cbriſt, and muc 

leſs for ſetting himſelf up in Oppoſition to the Governors 
thereof. And accordingly we find St. Clement warm- 
ly. addreſſing himfclf to theſe ſpiritually. gifted Perſors, 
vnd repreſenting} to them the great Sin and Danger of 
making ſuch Diviſions: For; thus faith he to them, 
* It would be beiter for you to be found lutle, but of 
„ #9cd reputation, in the Sheepfold of Chriſt, than to 


* 


c ſtem to yourſelves ſuperior to others, and be caſt out 
of His, Hope or Fold (5) .  lreneus expteſsly de- 
clares that they who do not communicate with the 
Church are not Partakers of God's Spirit, but deprive 
themſelves of Life, for where the Church is, there is 
the Spirit of God (i). St. Cyprian ſaith, that be who 
hath not the Church for bis Mother, cannot have God for 
bis Father (t). And again faith this bleſſed | Martyr, 
Can any one think that he holds the Chriſtian-Faith, 
if he does not maintain the Unity of the Church? 
which if any one ſhall oppoſe and reſiſt, can he truſt 
that he is a Member of the Church? And the Words 
of St. Auſtin are very remarkable upon this Occaſion : 
« Whoſoever, ſaih be, ſhall ſe parate himſelf from the 
© Catholic Church, how commendably ſoever he may 
«© imagine himſelf to behaye in other Reſpits, yet on the 
&* Account of this one Wickedneſs, that he is 2 | 
' 4% 1 4 E ; ; CE Om 
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Ay ipus eue, & xa) uTipoyur Porwlas ine tx 
Tis dos vis. Clem Ep ad Corinth. f. 57. 

(i) Cujus, (Spiritus) non ſunt participes qui nan concurrunt ad 
Ecclefiam, ſed ſemet ipſos fraudaut a vita. Ubi enim Eccleſia, 
ibi & ſpiritus Dei. lrenzus lib, iii. cap 40 ; 

(4) Hakere jam non poteft Deum Patrem, qui Ecclefam nen 
- hubet Matrem. Cy pr. de Unitat. Ecc'ehz; Arxcleſiæ unitatem 
qui non tenet, tenere ſe fidem credit® Qui Eccleſia rmititur er 
relſtit, in Eccleſia ſe eſſe confidit ? Idem. ibid, 


e e, ee 
« fromthe Unity of Ch-jf, ſhall; not have Life, but 
« the, Wrath of God abideth on him (J).“ WHT 
Lam ſenſible theſe will be thought very hard and 


ſevere Say ings, but they are, as you have ſeen clearly, 


founded on the Word of God, and perfectly agree- 
able to the Sentiments of all the other antient Writers, 
of the Church. And I urge them not to paſs the 
leaſt, Cenſure and Judgment, upon any ſerious and de- 


vout Chriſtians who ate of a different Communion. 


and. Perſuaſion from our own, for whom there is no 


one living who, hath greater Charity than myſelf, if 


they hold the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and are.truly pious and fincere towards God, humble, 
and modeſt in their Demeanour, and charitable towards. 
their, Brethren, But I only thought proper at this 
Time to lay them before you, the better to repreſent. 
to you the great Danger and Miſchief you may expoſe 
- yourſelves to by running after gifted Men, and in con- 


ſequence thereof withdrawing yourſelves from the Com- 


munion of the very beſt Church this Day in the 
World. And therefore let what hath been delivered 
upon this Head, from the Holy Scriptures and the 
Teſtimogies of the primitive Writers of the Church, 

be a Caution to you to keep cloſe to the Communion 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and to adhere to your aps 
Ty Paſtors, whatever your Notions of the New 
irth and Election may be. And I am confident you 
will find them as diligent and zealous, nay and much 
more ſo, in the promoting the great Affair of your 
eternal Salvation, than any of your new Teachers will 
. ever 


— 


(1) Quiſuit ab hac Catholica Ecclefia fuerit ſeparatus, quam 

' tumiibet laudabiliter ſe vivere exiſſ imet, hoc ſolo ſcelere quod a 

Chriſti unitate digjunttus , naw habebit vitam, ſed ira Dei 

manet ſuper ipſum. |: Aguſt, Epiſt. 152. a 

| _ The Engliſß Reader may ſee ſome of theſe Citations in 
Archbiſhop, Potter on Church Government, p. 15 and 18. See 


. 


alſo Bing bam's Antiquities of the Chriſtian Church, Book VI. 


chap. iii. F. 11th, where the Neceſſity of living in ſtrict 
Communion with the Biſhops of the Church is clearly ſhewn. 
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eyer, be. For it hath, been Fatally obſerved, that moſt 
of the Diviſions and other Miſchiefs which have been 
. raiſed in the Church of God, have been owing to crafty 
and defigning Men, who have pretended to uncomman 
Gifts and ſupernatural Endowments. And for this 
Reaſon you ſhould always be upon your guard, and en- 
tertain the greater Jealouſy and Suſpicion of thoſe 
who would deceive you by ſuch Pretenſions. And in 
caſe you ſhould now and then-perceive an unworthy 
Perfon in the Miniſtry of the Church, yet be not fo 
unjuſt and unreaſonable as to draw an Objection from 
hence (as is too commonly done) againſt the whole 
Order. For it is not to be expected, that, in fo large 
à Number of Perſons, there ſhould not be found ſome 
who are departed out of the Way, and cauſe many to 
Humble at the Law, Malach. ii. 8. Hut I hope in God 
ſuch as theſe are in Compariſon but very few : Though 
be they never ſo few, they are too many to be endured 
under any Chriſtian Adminiſtration. But remember 
that of the Twelve Apoſtles choſen by our Bleſſed 
Saviour Himſelf, one bad a Devil, John vi. 70. Aud 
in ſuch a Caſe, if Too would a& the Part of good 
Chriſtians, you ſhould pray earneſtly to God for the 
Converſiog of any wicked Miniſters of Chriſt, and if 
you have Power, you would do welt to have them 
rough under the Cenſures of the Church for their 
juſt Admonition and Correction. And if it ſhould be 
the hard Lot of any of you (and a very hard Lot 1 
own it to be to any ſober and ſerious Chriſtian) to be 
[ore under the immediate Care of an idle and vicious 
» Minifter, who is a Difgrace and Scandal to his holy 
Function: In ſuch a Caſe I of you to conſider, that 
the Effects of Chriſt's Ordinances are not in the leaſt 
impaired, nor the Grace of the Sacramenty diminiſhed 
pn Account of their being adminiſtred by the Hands 
of worthy. Men, as our Church hath wiſely deter- 
mined in her XXVIth Article. Or-if your Prejudice 
and Averſion to ſuch a Miniſter ſhould-be ſo great, (as 
there would indeed be ſufficient Ground and Reaſon 
r ic) chat you cannot bear to communicate with him 
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in the Service of the Church, nor to hear the Word 
_— him without the utmoſt Indignation ; then 
v 


1 would adviſe you to that (which I would do myſelf 
in fuch a n that is, not to leave the Com- 
munion of the Church by reaſon of ſuch a profligate 
Miniſter, but to repair to ſome other Pariſi Church in 
the neighbourhood, where you may hear the Word of 
God to your Edification, and join in the publick Ser- 

vice wich Heart and Devotion; and there is no Doubt 
to be made but that you would have the tacit Conſent 
of your Biſhop in ſo doing: Tho? otherwiſe, there is no 

doubt but that it is or 4narily the neceſſary Duty of every 
Perſon (and moſt for his Benefit and Advantage alſo) to 
attend upon his own Pariſh Church; as many lear 

ivines have clearly ſnewn. I have often wonder 

indeed, that there ſhould be found any Perſons among 
thoſe who wait at the Altar who ſhould be wanting in 
this Reſpect, when they do not ſeem to be deficient in 
any others; and who ſhould not preſently perceive the 
abſolute Neceſſity of a ſober, diligent and pious Life and 

Converſation, to warm and enlivea the Devotions of 
their People, and to give due Force and Efficacy to 
their Inſtrufhons, Nay, and that they are not put in 
mind thereof, by the very Garments which they wear, 

When they are engaged in the Service of the Church 
and adminiſter the Sacraments; the Pureneſs of which is 

dieſigned to be an Emblem of that Sanctity with which 
thoſe Perſons ſhould be adorned who perform the ſacred 
Functions; ſince as the Apoſtle obſerves, Fine Linnen 
is the Righteouſneſs of the Saints. Rev. xix, 8. I haves 
I ſay, been often aſtonifh'dat this, when the very Pagans 
themſelves inſerted it into the Definition of an able 
Orator, that he muſt have the Eſtimation and Character 
of a good Man (m), And Mr. Hobbes font ny: 

: | * . erves 
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(m) Si vero off bene dicendi ſcientia, quem nos finem ſequimu 
ut orator fit in primis vir bonus, &c. Quintil. Inſtitut. lib. 
ii, cap. 16. Sit.ergo nobis orator quem inſtituimus, — vir bonus 
diced, peritus, Idem. lib, Xij, cap. 1, 


— 
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obſerves that: That which taketh away, the Reputa- 
tion of Sincerity,. is the doing or ſaying fuch Things 
as appear to be the Signs that what they require other 
4% Men to believe is not believed by themfelves, all 
« which Doings or Sayings. are therefore call'd ſcan- 
*© dalous, becauſe they be Stumbling- blocks that make 
Mien to fall in the way of Religion (n).“ But ſince, 
there ever have been and probably will always be ſome 
fuch diſgraceful Perſons in the Church, and even one of. 
the Ttyelve Choſen by infinite Wiſdom itſell was worſe than 
any we can' now Cope of, the molt prudent Rule 
of judging in this Caſe is to take the World as we find 
it, and not to make the Folly and Stupidity of others,. 

the Occaſion of our own falling. But tho“ there are 
none of us of the Clergy, who will connive at the 
Faults of any of our,own Order, but will be ready at 
all Times to cenſure and reprove them; yet I hope, 
and am well aſſured, that we do not deſerve to be drawn 
and ſet forth in thoſe black and horrid Colours, in 
which ſome of your New. Teachers have repreſented, 
us (0). They, might have look*d into their,owa, Jour- 
nals and been there reminded of what ſhameful Vices 
they have acknowledged themſelves to be guilty (p). 
And it would have become them to have caſt out the Beam 
that is in their own Eye, before they endeavour to pull. 
the. Mute out of the Eyes of their Brethren, Matt. vii, 4. 
And the Reproaches which they have caſt upon our 
Order, gives us no Trouble and Concern on any other 
Account, than that they may poſſibly be the Means If 
Ryinga Prejudice in your way againſt our Communion. 
But 1 hope you will in this Caſe be endued with more 

= Chriſtian Charity, as well as manifeit a better Senſe and 
Judgment, than to thing: that railing: againſt the Bre: 
thren, can poſſibly be a Mark and Character of thoſe 
who are dignified with an extraordinary 2 
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6 Vii. Enthufaſm, &c. 23274 1 16, 17. P. In 126. 
(p) Jdem, Fart I p. 3 1. Part II. p. 32, bo, 80, 33. 


(665) . 
Meaſure of the Holy Spirit of God 3 


places a Railer in Company with Forricators, Drunkards, 


and; Idolalers. with whom be will not allow us ſo much 
as to eat. 1 Cor. v. 11. i. e. in the lowelt Senſe off the 
Expreſſion to have any intimate and familiar Conve 
ſation with them (g)7tre . fl eee 
As for our Parts, whatever Thoughts either you or 
your new Teachers may entertain of us, we ſhall I hope 
by the Grace of God take heed to our Miniſtry which 
we have received of the Lord, that we fulfil it in every 
Reſpect, Col. iv. 17. And we ſhall not only preach 
the Word duly to you in our diſtin Congregations, 
but ſhall be ready alſo! to adminiſter our Advice and 
Counſel to you privately on all proper Occaſions; to 
viſit you in your Sickneſs; to ſatisfy your Scruples, and 
reſolve your. Doubts and nothing will yield us greater 
Heaſure than to be applied to by any of you in any 
Matter which; may concern your eternal Salvation. 
And tho* thro? the Depredations of Popery, and the 
ſnhameful Miſmanagement of ſome of thoſe who were 
Friends to the Reformation (r), the Maintenance of 
many of us is very ſmall and inconſiderable, yet we 
are willing to take the Church as we find ity and are 
content with that Support which is ſettled upon us by the 
Laws, or detived from the free and voluntary Contribu- 
tions of our People. And ſuch of us who are in a State of 
Poverty and Hardſhip will comfort ourſelves with this) 
Conſideration, wa, that if we faithfully. diſchargt the 
important Truſt. we have undertaken, we ſhall at the 
laſt Day receive the greater Reward from our Righteous 
Judge, the Jeſs we have received at the Hands bf; Men. 


And no Preſſures or Neceſſities of ours, how great 


ſoever, ſhall ever prevail upon us to uſe any ſiniſter 


Methods and artful Contrivances to draw any Bene- 
factions from our People. And tho? we think our- 


ſelves 
(g) Vid. Hammond and Whitby in loc. 


(]) Vid. Dr. Heylis's Hifary of the Reformations cl I | in 0 | 
Reign of Edward t 5 1 ; * " 
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fehves ſtrictiy bound to contend earneſtly for te Fails 
which wa . anre- delivered to the Samts, Jude 3, and to 
maintain the Chriſtian Doctrine in its primitive Purity, 
— Itruſt in God we ſhall do this in a truly Chriſtian 
„ by charitable Diſpoſitions to all pious and 


well - diſpoſed Perſons who differ from us, and by be: 


ing at all Times willing and deſirous to have a friend - 
ly and amicable Converſation with them. And when 
we have thus demeaned ourſelves; I hope that this 
will be a powerful Means of removing your Prejudices 
againſt us, and preſerving you in a ſtedfaſt and con- 
ſtant Communion with us in the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
And, if our Exhortations and Conduct ſnall obtain 
this good Effect upon you, it will afford Matter of 
che greateſt Joy and Delight to ourſelves. But if all 
the Conſiderations which we can offer to you, will not 
gain your good Will and Affection towards us; if you 
will not endure ſound Doctrine, and ſhall (I do not 
through your Luſts, but from a fantaſtical Deſire 

Novelty r paniees Teachers, 'baving itching 
Ears, 2 Tim. iv. 3, and if by this: Means you put 
yourſelves out of the ordinary Way of Salvation, by 


' forfaking your proper Paſtors, and commiitiig your 


Souls to ſuch Perſons who have little elſe to recom- 


mend them but a vain and confident” Pretence to 


extraordinary Illuminations and Converſations with 
God, r. which is what the worſt and vileſt 'Heretics 
and Impoſtors in the former and latter Ages of the 


Church have ever laid claim to, and ſhall hereby in 


the End dring any Damage and Miſchief upon your 


Souls ; I call God to witneſs, that the Blame will lie 


wholly: on yourſelves, and not upon us. In which 
Caſe, ours indeed will be the Grief and Sorrow, but 
the Iſſue and Event will de to yourſelves unpro- 
fable. Heb. xiii. 17. We ſhall 1 hope deliver our 
own Souls by our Rightouſneſs, Ezek, xiv. 20. And 
tho we ſhall have ſpent our Strength for nought, and 
laboured in vain, yet will our = be fre with 
tbe Lord, and our Work with our God, Ifa. xlix, 4. 
And with regard to the heavy Reflections which, — IS 
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have before took Notice, are caſt upon us by your 
New Teachers, tho* we ſhall never in this Caſe recri- 
minate, ſince our Holy Religion plainly forbids us to 
reader to any one Evil for Evil, or Railing for Rail- 
ing, but contrariwiſe Bleſſing, 1 Pet. iii. 9, and there- 
fore we heartily forgive them, and pray to God to 
forgive them alſo; . yet we humbly think that there is 
ſo much due to the Dignity of our holy Function and 
Character, as to let them know that we are above their 
Contempt, and def-pife their Cenſure; and may, in Con- 
ſequence thereof, without any Breach of Modeſty apply 
to ourſelves that eaccellent Remark, which a famous 
Orator made to a great Magiſtrate at his Entrance upon 
his Office, (with a Variation only of Number and Per- 
ſons) when he told him, That after the moſt upright 
and faithful Diſcharge of his Province he muſt expect 
the Inſults and Reproaches of ſome unworthy and ma- 
licious Perſons: For thus ſaith he to him, A omnibus 
merito laudaberis, niſi ab iis a quibus non laudari maxima 
laus eſt, | 


The End of the Addreſs, 
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Duty of SELF - DENIAL 


AND 


TAKING UP THE CRoss 


Duly Stated and Conſidered, 
IN A | 


Lately Preached in the Pariſh Church of 
ED MF XK 2 
In the County of Durham, | 


* 


By ALEXANDER JEPHSON, A. B. 
Rector of the ſaid Pariſh, 


Gedlineſs is profitable untoall Things, having Promiſe F the Life 
that notu is, and of that which is to come, 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
It is very rational to allow ourſelves a moderate Taſte of 
Jawful and innocent Pleaſures, without ſuffering them to 
overwhelm and drown us: Put this is to be fixed as an 
inviolable Rule, that no Pleaſure muſt be purchaſed at 
ſo dear a Rate as the Neglect or Tranſgrefſion of our 

_— Puffendorf s Law of Nature and Nations, B. II. 
e. . h 
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Matt. xvi. 24. 


Then ſaid Ixsvs to His Diſciples, F any Man 
wi come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 
take up bis Croſs, and follow me, : 


N order to underſtand the true S:nfe and 
Meaning of theſe Words, it will be highly 

B 4 neceſſary to conſider the Occaſion of them. 
5 Jun, which was this: When Our Bleſſed Saviour 
was diſcourſing to His Diſciples concer ing 
His approaching Death and Sufferings, St. Peter pre- 
ſently rebuked Him, ſaying, Be it far from Thee, Lord; 
this ſhal! not happen unto Thee, But he returned and ſaid 
unto Peter, Get thee bebind me, Satan, for thou art an 
Offence to me, for thou ſavoureſt not the Things that he of 
God. i. e. Thou hait no Regard to the Honour and 
Glory of God, in accompliſhing the Salvation of Man- 
kind by my Death and Sufferings; but thou favoureſt 
zhoſe that be of Men: i, e. Your Thoughts are wholly 
taken upon with the many and great Bleſſings and Ad- 
vantages which thoſe of your Nation vainly imagine and 
promiſe to themſelves from the Temporal Kingdom 
of the Meſſias; and then follow the Words of the 
Text, Th n ſaid Jeſus to his Diſciples, If any Man will come 
after me, i. e. will profeſs himſelf to be my Diſciple, 
let him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs, and follow me 
i. e. Let him rer.oance all the Riches, Honours, and 
Pleaſures of this preſent World, whenever the Erjoy- 
ment of them proves to be inconſiſtent with any Part 
of that Duty which he owes to God ; and let him pa- 
tiently ſubmit to the ſevereſt Afflictions, and moſt tor- 
menting Deaths, whenever the Glory of God and 
the Neceſſities and Intereſts of His Church require it 
of him. 
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The only conſiderable Difficulty in which Paſſage of 
Scripture 1s exactly to determine how far the Force 
and Signification of the Werds are to be extended, 
and whether the Doctrine herein delive-ed by Our 
Lord was calculated only or chiefly for the Primitive 
Times of Perſecution, or that it be a conſtant and ſtanding 
Law and Precept in all Ages and Generations of the 
World. And it will be the more neceſſary to take 
this Matter into our ſerious Conſideration, not only by 
reaſon of the many and great Miſtakes which too many 
Chriſtians have fell into upon this Point, but alſo becav'7e 
an Enthuſiaſtical Set of Preachers. who are wanderi g 
up and down through the whole Nation to deſtroy and 
unſettle all the reaſonable Notions of Religion, and to 
throw Men into the utmoſt Diſtraction and Confuſion, 
have moſt wretchedly miſtaken the Senſe of Our Bleſſed 
Saviour in this Place, as not only concludgno it to be 
a Law univerſally binding to all Chriſtians, but that 
its Obligation reaches to the fartheſt Extent of the 
ſtrift and literal Meaning thereof: Inſomuch, that, ac- 
cording to them, if any one profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian 
he muſt not only renounce all ſuch E joyment of 
workly Things as becomes inconſiſtent with his Duty 
and a good Conſcience, bur he muſt moreover part 
with all his temporal Eſtate and Riches, and diſcard 
all ſuch Grarifications as are beyond the neceſſury De- 
mands of Nature, and pay little or no Regard to any 
Superiority and Diſtincton of Earthly Quality and 
Pre-eminence, and not only be ready and diſpoſed in 
his Mind to ſubmit patiently to all ſuch Afflictions 
and Perſecutions which it ſhall pleaſe God to expoſe 
him to for the Benefit of himſelf, and the Advantage 
of Mankind, but alſo in ſome Meafare to bring them vo- 
luntarily upon himſelf, by living in a continual State of 
Penance, Mortification, and Self-denial of any conſider- 
able Pleaſures of this preſent World. A hard Doc- 
trine this! and we may reaſonably ſay, in the Words 
of the Diſciples on another Occaſion, Mo can bear it? 
John vi. 60. As if God did envy his Creatures the 
Blefings of His Providence, and that He had ſer the 
Happineſs 
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Happineſs of this World and that which is to come at 
an irreconcileable Diſtance from each other; and that 
Perſecution and Suffering were ſuch an eſſential Con- 


dition of Chrif®s Goſpel, and in themſelves ſo well- - 


pleaſing and acceptable to God, that a Man ſhould be 


made ſo much the happier in the next World, as he 


was the more wretched and miſerable in this. 

In order to ſhew the Weakneſs of which Notion, 
and to aſcertain the true Senſe and Meaning of the 
Words of my Text, I ſhall, firſt, enquire how far the 
Doctrine of Self-denial and taking up the Croſs is to 
be underſtood and extended as a neceſſary indiſpenſible 
Condition of Cbriſt's Goſpel: And then, ſecondly, I 
ſhall conſider the Neceſſity thereof to render any one 
a good Chriſtian. And, 

Firſt then, We are to conſider how far the Doctrine 
of Self-denial and taking up the Croſs is to be under- 
ftood and extended, as a neceſſary and indiſpenſable 


Condition of Chriſt's Goſpel; 


Now it is certain that in the ſtrict Senſe of this 
Doctrine, as it implies an abſolute Renunciation of the 


Things of this World, the entire parting with Mens 


Eftates and Fortunes, and the ſubmitting to the moſt 
bitter Dearhsand Sufferings, it is chiefly to be under- 
ſtood with relation to the Primitive Times of Perſecu- 
tion, when Men were very often obliged to give up 
their worldly Goods and Poſſeſſions, yea and frequently 


their Lives too, or to diſclaim their Religion. This is 


very clear and evident from the Context : For after Our 
Lord had lain down the Doctrine of Self-Denial and 
taking up the Croſs, in the Words of the Text, He 
immediately gives the Reaſon in the Verſe following: 
For <obojoever will ſave his Life ſhall loſe it; and whoſoever 
wit. loſe his Life for my ſake ſhal; find it, Which Words 
are plainly relative to the State of Perſecution, and can- 
not with any S-nſe be alledged as a Ground and Reafon 
of theſe Duties in the ſettled and peaceable, Days of 
the Church. For then the Argument muſt have been 
laid upon this or the like Foundation, »12z, You muſt 
utterly deny yourſelves all worldly Enjoyment, and live 

in 
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in a continual State of Suffering and Perſecution, becauſe 
otherwiſe you cannot attain to that divine Temper and 
Diſpoſition of Mind which is neceſſary to qualify you 
for the Kingdom of God; or becauſe the Nature and 
Condition of future Glory is ſuch, that Men will 
ſhine the brighter and more reſplendent therein, the 
more painfully they have gone through the Furnace 
of Affliction in this preſent World. But fince Our 
Bleſſed Saviour argues only from the Impoſſibility of 
preſerving their Lives, and faving their Souls, upon any 
other Terms than the Denial of themſelves and taking 
up their Croſs, this manifeſtly evinces that the Doctrine 
of the Text is chiefly calculated for the firſt Times of 
| Perſecution, when, as. Our Lord obferves in the parallel 

Place of St. Luke, Men were oblized to take up their 
Croſs daily, and follow Chrift, Chap. ix. 23. And, as 
St. Paul declares, all that would live godly in Jeſus Chriſt 
were to ſuffer Perſecution, 2 Tim. iii. 12. Not that it 
is the Meaning of Our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles 
in theſe and the like Places of Scripture, that, even 
in thoſe Primitive Times, every good Chriſtian was 
unavoidably bound to ſuffer Perſecution, but only to 
be ready and prepared in his Mind to undergo it, if 
the Providence of God ſhould call him thereto; as it 
was very probable he would do in that dangerous and 
difficult Seaſon, For thus Mn are often ſaid in Scrip- 
ture to do that which they are firmly reſolved and dif- 
poſed in their Hearts to do. In which Senſe St. Paul. 
ſpeaking of himſelf, and other Chriſtians long before 
his Martyrdom, ſays, Ve which le are always delivered 
to Death for Jeſus's Sake, 2 Cor. iv. 11: i. e. In theſe 
hazardous Times of Perſecution we are always ready 
and willing to lay down our Lives for the Teſtimony 
of the Goſpel, Nay, we find that, when Perſecu- 
tion did actually ariſe in the Church, the Diſciples 
of Chriſt. were not abſolutely obliged in all Caſes 
to ſtand the Brunt of it, but they might lawfully 
eſcape and avoid it, if they could do fo by fair and 
honourable Means, For thus Our Saviour Himſelf 
gave this Iaſtruction to His Apoſtles, that when they 


were 
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were perſecuted in one City, they ſhould flee inis anoi ber, 
Matt. x. 23. From all which jt is very apparent that 
the Doctrine of Self denial and taking up the Crofs, 
in the ſtrict Senſe of the Text, is chiefly to be accom- 
modated to the Primitive Times of Perſecution, and 
Cannot be extended to the general State and Condition 
of the Church, any further than that every good 
Chriſtian ſhould be ſo firmly diſpoſed and prepared in 
his Mind to ſuch ſevere Inſtances of Self-denial and Suf- 
ferings whenever the Providence of God ſhall demand 
it of him. But what then? Are Men now in theſe Days 
entirely exempted from the Duties of Self-denial and 
taking up the Croſs, and at full Liberty to enjoy their 
Fortunes, and to indulge themſelves in the Pleaſures of 
the World, as ſhall be moſt agreeable to their Incli- 
nations? One would imagine indeed by the ſtrange 
Conduct of too many Perſons, who give themſelves up 
to a continual Courſe of Idleneſs, Voluptuouſneſs and 
Pleaſure, that they think themſel ves not to be under the 
leaſt Reſtraint in this Particular. But this is a very 
great Miſtake, and of more dangerous Conſequence 
than the oppoſite Extreme. For the Doctrine of Self- 
denial and taking up the Croſs is till in Force in the 
full Extent and Rigour of it, in all ſuch Inſtances as 
God ſhall expreſsly require at our Hands. We are as 
much obliged now to ſell our Eſtates and give to the 
Poor that we may have Treaſure in Heaven, and to lay 
down our Lives for Chriſt's Sake as the Diſciples were 
in the very firſt Age of the Goſpel, if God ſha!l lay 
upon us a particular Injunction ſo to do. And even 
in the ſettled State and Condition of the Church, the 
Doctrine of Selt-denia} and tak ing up the Croſs is ob- 
ligatory and binding upon all Chriſtians, as well in the 
extraordinary as the ordinary Inſtances thereof. 

As to the Firſt: Tho' we may now and then (as 
ſhall be ſeen hereafter) enjoy the Pleaſures of Life in 
due Proportion, yet at ſome particular Seaſons we 
are obliged to deny ourſelves the cemmon Neceſlaries 
of Life, and to give up ourſelves to ſtrict Faſting and 


Prayer, wherever the expreſs Commands of our 
Governors, 


1 
Governors, either in Church or State, or the more im- 
mediate Neceſſities of our own Souls demand it of us. 
And at ſuch a Time eſpecially, we muſt mortify our 
Members which are upon the Earth, as the Apoſtle directs, 
Col. iii. 8. And indeed Mortification is fo far a con- 
ſtant and indeſpenſible Duty of the Goſpel, that we 
muſt always be mindful to ſubdue the Fleſh to the 
Spiritz and that we do by no means fuffer any of the 
Enjoytnents of this World to engtols too much of our 
precious Time, nor to gain ſuch an A ſcendant over us, 
as to quench the divine and ſpiritual Life in our Hearts. 
For if we thus live after the Fleſh we ſhall die; but, if we 
through the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the Body, wwe 
ſhall live, Rom. viii: 13. And indeed we ſhould be 
more than ordinary careful in this Particular; ſince if 
ſo great a Man as St. Paul found it neceſſary to keep 
bis Body under, and to bring it into Subjæction, leſt by. 
any Means after he bad preached to others, he himſelf 
Jhould be a Caſt-away, 1 Cor. ix. 27, we who are 
great Sinners (and eſpecially in theſe licentious Times) 
may well think that we are in the utmoſt Danger, if we 
give up ourſelves without Remotſe and Concern to 
a continual Courfe of Idleneſs and ſenſual Gratifica- 
tions: And ſo far muſt we always extend this Care 
and Vigilance over our ſelves, as never to ſuffer any of 
our Affections, how engaging and delightful ſoever 
they may be to us, to make the leaſt Incroachmert 
upon our Virtue: But as foon as we perceive the moſt 
diſtant Inclination of that kind, to quell and ſubdue 
it immediately, tho? the doing of it ſhould be as pain- 
ful and diſagreeable to us, as the plucking out a right 
Eye, or the cutting off a right Hand, Malt. v. 29, 
30. And then 95 
| Secondly, With regard to the common and ordinary 
Inſtances of SeJt-denial and taking up the Croſs, they 
will for ever engage and oblige us in theſe following 
Reſpects: And, firſ#, we mult always deny ourſelves 
the Enjoyment of choſe Pleaſures, how agreeable and 
entertaining ſocver they may be to us, which are in the 
leait Degree and Meaſure — and ſinful: For the 
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Soul that ſinneih it fall the, ſaith the Prophet, Fe. 
xviii. 4. And the Apoſtle aſſures us, that Indig nation a d 
Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſb ſhall be upon every Soul of 
Man that aoth Evil, Rom. ii. 8, 9. But this is ſo very 
plain and clear a Cafe, that no Man that believes the 
Scriptures, or indeed acknowledges the common Prin- 
ciples of Natural Religion can poſſibly be ignorant of it. 
And therefore to what hath been ſaid upon this Head 
1 ſhall only add thus much, that the Enjoyment of 
any earthly Pleafure wilt be ſo far from excuſing us 
in the Commiſſion of Sin and Wickedneſs, that we 
ſhall not be juſtified in the leaſt Tranſgreſſion, tho? 
we might thereby gain to ourſelves the whole World. 
For, as Our Lord obſerves with the greateſt Wiſdom, 
what is a Man profited if he ſhall gain the whole World, and 
loſe bis on Soul? Matt, xvi. 26. But, 

Seconaly, Tho' we may lawfully at proper Scafons 
enjoy the Pleaſures and partake of the Diverſions of the 


World, if they are in themſelves innocent and in-»f- 


fenſive, yet we muſt not for the Sake of them at any 
Time neglect any one Part of Chriſtian Duty. For 


_ God: hath very diſtinctly commanded us to !ove Him 


with all our Hearts, and with all our Souls, Matt. xxil. 37. 
And Our Saviour hath required this as a Proot af our 
Love to him, that we keep His Commandmegis, join 


. Xiv, 15, And that by keeping the Commandments of 


God is meant the keeping them univerfally is evide it 
from St. James: For (ſaich he) whoſoever , keep the 
dh le Law, and yet offend (i. e. knowingly and wil- 
fully) in one Point, he is guilty of all, chap. ii. 10. 
And Our Lord extends this Obligation even to the 
very loweſt Inſtances of Chriſtian Duty: For (faith 
he) whoſoever ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Commazuaments, 
Hall be called the leaſt in the Kingdom of Fleaven, Matt. 
v. 19. Nay and further Our Saviour exprelsly de- 
clares, that if any Man come to Him, and hate not bis 
Fatber, and Mother, and Wife, and Children, and Bre- 
thren, and Siſters, yea and his own Life alſo, 1. e. If 
according to the Jeuiſb Manner of Expreſſion (a 1 he 
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| (a), See above in the Adareſe, p- 19. 


(77) 
does not ſhew a leſs Regard to theſe Things than to 
the Duty which he owes to God, he cannot be His 
Diſciple, Lute xiv. 26. And if this be fo, that our 
Attachment to the moſt valuable Bleſſings of this Life 
will by no means excuſe the Neglect of the very leaſt 
of God's Laws, furely thoſe Perſons muſt be in a moſt 
dangerous Condition, who for the Sake of Company 
and worldly Pleaſure ſhall frequently omit ſome of 
the Principal and Important Duties of Religion, ſuch 
as the Reading of the Scriptures, the Devotions of the 
Cloſet, and the Prayers in the Family. For Our Lord 
very plainly enjoins us to read the Scriptures, Fobn v. 
393 and firictly requires us to pray always, and rot to 


faint, Luke xvii. 1. And St Paul ipeaks much ta 


the ſame purpole, that we ſhould pray witbont ceaſing, 
x Theft. v. 17; by which is not meant, as ſome En- 
thuGaſtical Perſons have vainly imagined, that we mult 
be continually on our Knees, and at our Devotions (): 
Or that Men who have themſelves and Families to 
maintain by thtir Work and Labour, are bound to 
leave their neceſſiry Buſineſs even upon the Week 
Days, whenever they have an Opportunity of joining 
in the Service of the Church, as hath been of late 
ſuggeſted (c). For this is more than God requires of 
L 3 them; 
() Vid. Cave's Lives of the Fathers, p. 725, where you have an 
Account of the horrid Impurities of thoſe Hereticks, who pretended 
to thele extraordinary Devotions. And to what hath been obſeried 
by this learned Writer, and many others ſince his Time, concerning 
the horrid [mpurities of many ancient Heretics, who pretended tu 
extraordinary Illuminations; we may add particularly the Account 
which an Eminent Hiſtorian gives us of the Marcosians, a monſtrous 
Sect of the Secord Century. the Followers of Marcus the Diſcipte of 
Palentinus, ho was remarkable for ſeducing rich and beautiful Wo- 
men, perſuzding them that by complying with his Deſires they acted 
iouſly, and were repleniſhed wich the Holy Ghoſt. And his Fol- 
owers, befides the many ſhocking Doftrices maintained by them, 
fieely committed what Sins they thought fit upon a Pretence of be- 
ing more enlightened than St. Peter aud St Paul. Echard's Eccl, 
Hiſtory, 8vo, Vol. II. p. 521. And it is much to ve feared they 
have been too much followed by ſome Enthufiafts in theſe laiter 
Times. Sec Rimiuss Candid Narrative of th: Moravians., 
(e) See a remarkable Paſſage to this purpoſe cited by Dr Steb- 
ling, in his Diſcourſe on Religious Deluſion, P. 21. in Marg. 
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them; ard tho! I would not by any means ſpeak an 
thing to the Diſcouragement of Publick Devotion, os 
really think that poor Men themſelves when they can 
conveniently attend on the Week Days upon the Public 
Pravers without any conſiderable Injury or Detriment 
to their Buſineſs, cannot poſſibly employ their Time 
better, and ſhould not negle& ſuch an Opportunity 
of paying their Devotions to God; yet on the other 
Side I cannot but aſſent to the Judgment of an ex- 


cellent Divine upon this Occaſion, that they are very 


unſkilful Preachers who would perſuade ſuch Perſons 
to attend upon the Public Service at theſe Times, to 
the Neglect of their neceſſary Callings: * And there is 
no Queſtion but it is a great Sin for a Man to fail in 
his Trade or Occupation by running often ta Prayers; 
bit — 5 a Demonſtration itſelf, tho? the Scripture had 
* never ſaid it, that we pleaſe God moſt when we are 
* doing moſt Good: And how can we do more Good 
than by a ſober honeſt Induſtry to provide for our own 
* Houſehold, and to endeavour to have to give to him 
* that needeth (d)? And to uſe the Words of a moſt 
excellent Writer upon this Occaſion, whoſoever is thus 
diligent and faithful in his honeſt Calling, how mean 
ſoever it be, is by ſo doing as much ſerving God, ag 
when he is at his Prayers, provided that while he doth 
the one, he doth not leave the other undone . And 
with Regard to the Expreſſion itſelf, of praying without 
ceaſing. it means no more than that Men ſhould every 
Day they live pray frequently, at leaſt two or three 
Times, to God, after the Example of the Pſalmiſt, 
Pſal. lv. 17, without Intermiſſion. And Men are ſaid 
in Scripture to do that continually which they perform 
at regular Times and Seaſons. Thus the Apoſtles 
were ſaid to be continually in the Temple praiſing God, 
ke xxiv. 53, And how this is to be underſtood 
St. Luke tells us, Ads ii. 46, where he obſerves they 
were 


* 
223 


— 


(4) Dr Caralfs Afop's Fables, in his Refteclions, p. 102, 
Or. Prideaux's Conned, & Vo. Vol. III. p. 513. 
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were daily in the Temple, which is explained by 
chap. iii. 1, where he lets us know that they went into 
the Temple at the Hour of Prayer. And when the 
Apolile enjoins us to pray without ceaſing, the Expreſſion 
doubtleſs alludes to the daily Sacrifice of a Lamb, 
which was offered up in the Temple at Feruſalem, and 
which tho? it was never offered up any oftener than 
twice in the Day, at the third and the ninth Hour, 
Exod. xxx 38, 39, yet is called in Scripture the con- 
 Zinual Burnt-Offering, Numb, xxvin. 24. 31. 

As to the Performance of private Devotion in the 
Cloſer, all Chriſtians are agreed, at leaſt in the Obliga- 
tion of the Duty, if not in the Practice, 

And with reſpect to the great Duty of praying with 
our Families every Morning and Evening, tho? I will 
not paſs any ſevere Cenſure upon thoſe who neglect 
it, but ſhall leave every one to judge for himſelf in 
this Particular; yet this I will take upon me to affirm, 
thar the Obſervation of this Duty will not only be of 
the utmoſt Benefit and Advantage to every ſingle 
Family, as it naturally tends to inſti] a Senſe of 
Piety into all the Members thereof, but it will be 
allo very conſiderable in its Influence upon the Reli- 
gion and Morals of the whole Nation. And I believe 
it will be hard to find any Divine of Note in all Europe 
who hath treated upon the Duty of Prayer to God, 
that did not eſteem the Devotions of the Family to 
be a neceſſary and eſſential Part of it. I ſhall beg 
Leave to put you in Mind that the Author of The 
Whole. Duty of Man, that very beſt Book in the World 
next to the Bible, is very earneſt and zealous for the 


Performance of this Duty (e). And the great and 


renowned Archbiſhop Tillotſon, the Glory of our Church 


and Kingdom, had ſuch a Senſe of the Neceſſity of Fa- 


mily-Devotion, that he will not allow thoſe Perſons who 
neglect it to be eſteemed a Family of Chriſtians, or - 
_ 
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6%) Chap. V. $ 12. 
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Heed to have any Religion at all (f). And if this be 


P, you may ealily judge with yourſelves what a heavy 


Account you will have to give, to God at the Jaſt 
Day, if you can conten fedly ſpend whole Days and 
Nights together (as too many Perſons ſhamefully do) 
in Drinking, Gaming, Company, and Diverſion, and 
at the ſame Time ſhall think much of a few Minutes 
{for it weuld require no more) to be employed in 
your Families in Prayer to God, the great Author cf 
our Being. And conſider ſeriouſly whether ſuch a 
Conduct can poſſibly be reconciled with that per fecꝶ 
Love which we owe to God, that Contempt of the 
World, and that heavenly and divine Converſation, 
which are ſtrictly demanded of us by the Rules of our 
Holy Religion. | A 
What hath been ſaid here concerning the Neglect 
of Family Religion, will hold much more ſtrongly 
with regard to the horrible Profanation of the Lord's 
Day, in relation both to the publick and private i uties 
thereof. For the Obſervation of the Seventh Day is 
ſtrictly commanded by God in ſundry Laws and Fre- 
cepts both in the Od and New Teſtament, And God 
ſhewed the great Regard he had for this Law, by the 
terrible and exemplary Puniſhment which He inflicted 
upon the firit Tranſgreſſor of it, Numb, xv. 32, &c. 
And ſince God hath ſo expreſely commanded this Day 
to be kept holy, there is no Authority, or Cuſtom, or 
Example, tho' it were of all the Kings and Princes 
in the World, can preſcribe agaioſt Him (g). And 


therefore to negle& this Day, and eſpecially the Public 


Worſhip of the Church, which is the principai Duty 


thereof, 


_ 


F _ 
— — 
— 


L Tillotſon, Vol. I. p. 596. 

(g) Let us again and again aſſure ourſelves of this great Truth, 
and always keep it in Mind, viz. That no Cuſtom or Faſhion, no 
coinmon Practice, or even Authority in the whole World, can ren- 
der any thing innocent, or be a juſt Excule for it, if it be found to 
be contrary to any part of that Law (rightly underitood) which 
God hath given us as a conſtant Rule to walk by. | 

Archbiſhop Synge's Rule of Self. Examinaticn, p. 27. 


(8r ) 
thereof, for the Sake of any Company, how great 
ſot ver their Quality may be, or any worldly Intereſt 
and Pleaſure, and this in one ſingle Inſtance, unleſs 
it be in Caſe of Sickneſs or abſolute Neceſſity and 
Charity, is a manifeſt Violation of this Duty of Self. 
denial ſo ſolemnly laid by Our Lord in the Text up- 


on all His Diſciples. And ſurely then the Tranſ- 
greſſion of thoſe Men muſt be very heinous, who 
make a common Practice of profaning this Day, by 
travelling thereupon, in the very Time of God's 
Public Worſhip, and by Drinking and Gaming at this 
Scaſon, to the great Diſhonour of God, the Corruption 
of our Youth, the Reproach of our Government, 
and the Scandal of our Church and Religion Þ : Since 
Machiavel and Hobbes, and many other Atheiſtical 
Writers have themſelves frankly acknowledged, that 
the public Eſtabliſhment and Profeſſion of Religion is 


abſolutely neceſſary to the Well-being and Happineſs 


of any Kingdom (55. But, 

Thirdly, Tho? we are unqueſtionably bound, by the 
Doctrine of our Text, to refrain from every I hing 
which is in the leaſt Degree unlawful and ſinful, and 


by no means to omit the loweſt Inſtance of Chriſtian 


Duty 


— 


+ See Archbiſhop King's State of Salad under King 
James the Second, where among many other Inftances of 
the horrid Impiety and Wickedne(s of the Jriſb Papiſts in his 


Time, he particularly mentions this as one of the chief and 


principal, viz, that if they had any ſignal Entertainment to 
make, any Journey or weighty Buſineſs to begin, they com- 
monly choſe the Lord's Day tor it, p. 233—4. 

(%) Vid. Machiavel's Diſcourſes on Livy, Lib. i. cap. xi. Hobbes's 
Leviathan, cap. xii. 

Towards keeping Mankind in Order, it is neceſſary that there 
ſhould be ſome Religion profeſſed, and even eſtabliſhed ; which 
cannot be done without publick Worſhip. And were it not for 
that ſenſe of Virtue, which 1s preſerved (ſo far as it is preſerved) 
by national Forms and Habits of Religion, Men would ſoon loſe 
it all, run wild, prey upon one another, and do what elſe the 
worlt of Savages do. 


IWaolafton"'s Religion of Nature delineates, p. 24. See alſo 


Dr Prideaux 's Conne&. SvO. Vol. II. p. 561, 562. 
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( 82 ) 
Duty for the Sake of the Intereſts and Pleafrites of this 
World, yet, on the other Side, we are not obliged by 
any Rules of our Religion (unleſs God ſhall expreſsly 
require it of us) to fell our Eſtates and give them to 
the Poor, nor to debar ourfelves the Enjoyment of 
any innocent and lawful Pleaſures at proper Times, 
and with: due Moderation. For as to that Paſſage in 
Lake xii, 33, which is one of the principal Text which 
our preſent Enthuſiaſts alledge to this hel rom it is 
impertinently urged by them on this Occaſion. For 
when our Saviour in that Place of Scripture ſays to his 
Diſciples; ſell that ye have and give Ams, He does not 
deliver Himſelf by way of expreſs Command, as he 
did to the young Man in Matt. xix. 21. (i) Nor does 
He there lay down a Law that ſhall be univerſally bind- 
ing in all Ages of the Church; but as many learned 
Writers have well obſerved, he only ſpeaks according 
to the Genius of the Few Language, by repreſenting 
to them how they ſhould be diſpoſed in their minds to 
act, upon any particular Emergency and Neceſſity, 
And there are many Paſſages of Scripture in which thts 
Form of Expreſſion is uſed, and the Words delivered 
in an imperative and commanding ſtyle, when they 
muſt neceſſarily be underſtood only by way of quali- 
fication and ſuppoſition. I will at preſent mention only 
one which is inconteſtable, and that is in Luke xxu. 36 
where Our Lord upon the Few: Officers being ready at 
hand to apprehend Him, ſays thus to His Diſeiples, He 
that hath no Sword, let him ſell his Garment and buy one. 
The Style is plainly imperative, as much as in the Text 
we are now conſidering; and yet no Man of, Senſe ever 
imagined that our Saviour required His Diſciples to pro- 
vide themſelves with Swords, to defend tim againſt 
His Enemies. For that is not only contrary to the great 
End and Deſign of our Bleſſed Saviour's coming into 
the World, which was to lay down His Life for the 
Salvation of Mankind, but it is alſo maniteſtly incon- 
| ſiſtent 


(;} See the Addroſi, p. 36, Se. 


(33) 

liſtent with the whole Context, and particularly with 
dur Lord's rebuking Peter for drawing his Sword up- 
on that Occaſion, Jobn xviii, 11, But the Words 
are only a ſymbolical Repreſentation of the great Dan- 

er of our Saviour*s Condition: As muchas to ſay, that 
if the Matter was to be ordered and managed by hu- 
man Force rather than by Prayer and Vigilance, there 
would have been the higheſt Neceſſity of furniſhing 
themſelves with Arms for His Defence, as a learned 
Critic hath rightly obſerved upon the Place *. And the 
| ſame manner of Expreſſion is uſed in the Text we are 
now upon. Our Saviour means no more than that 
His Diſciples ſhould fit fo looſe in their Affections to 
the Things of this World, and have ſuch a ſuperior 
Regard to Heavenly Treaſures, that for the ſake of 
them they ſhould be eminent and abounding in the 
Works ot Charity, and be ready at all Times to part 
with their whole Eſtates and give them to the Poor, 
when God ſhould expreſsly require it, or the Neceſſi- 
ties of the Church ſhould manifeſtly demand it of 
them. And it will be no Objection to this, that the 
firſt Chriſtians at Jeruſalem did actually give up their 
Eftates upon this Occaſion +, and bad all things common, 
Adds ii. 44, 45. For this was no more than a voluntary 
Compact and Agreement among themſelves (tho? pro- 
bably not without the Direction of the Holy Spirit) 
which was of ſingular Uſe and Service to the Church 
at that Seaſon; but never deſigned to be drawn into 
general Practice, nor as a very great Critic hath well 
remarked ||, was it ever made a Law of the Chriſtian 
Religion (as it was of the Sect of the Efſenes) or ever 
ſo much as recommended by it, only it was practiced 
for a ſhort while in the firſt gatherings of the Chriſtian 
Church, but when it encreas'd and grew up, this Ulagg 
was dropp'd and wholly diſcontinued, as being no 
longer practicable. And this is very clear and evident 
| M from 


8 


{*) Vatablus, in loc. 
(+) See Mr. Law's Spirit of Prayer, Part I. p- 86. 
1 Dr. Prideaux's Connect. 8yo, Vol. III. p. 514. 


— — 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— — 
— — — 


e DESI AE: 


wa 
5 * 
— 2 —ü——ä— 2 —Uä—4—66ͥ 


wy — 
ꝙ—— ——— reg ww ꝛ wo — — 


— 


— 


— — 


— 
2 — 
— 
—U ——, — — 
2 —————_ * * — — 
PFF ci Sed BE Sx bs = - 


— KS: 


— —ę—̃—— = i rg > — — -, a 
** — —— —— —— 2 21 
* 
— - — — — —— — — — * — 
— — — . 2— —— — — — — 2 — 
* ͤ— e——————_— —— — jor 5 - 
PE II 2 4 Pri: P 
- 2 N 


— — 
5 1 
— 4 4 
2 S. 1 8 0 8 1 

5 — — — I —— >= rv * — * . 

— _— oo. — ow — 3. A . - m 1 IRR 
— 2 — op a>. r PP 

: 4 r 
- 


_ =_ 
— ——. — 
—— — — — 


(6840 


from ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture, where we ſoon after 


find a manifeſt Diſtinction made between the Rich and 


the Poor; and that the former are frequently exhcrted 
to be liberal in their Charity, and particularly upon 
every Lord's Day to lay by ſome Part of their worldiy 


| Goods for the Poor according as God hath proſpered 
them, 1 Cor, xvi. 2. And that a greater or leſſer Re- 


ward is promiſed to them in another World in propor- 
tion to their charitable Diſtributions in this. 1 Tim. vi. 
17, Sc. 2 Cor. ix. 1 10 8. And it is turther demon- 
ſtrable from the Acknowledgment which St. Peter made 
to Ananias, when he paſſed Sentence upon him, with 
his Wife Sapphira, for their heinous Sin of Sacriledge 
in keeping back Part of the Price of the Land fold by 
them, the whole of which they pretended they had 
dedicated to God and His' Church ; viz. that whilſt 
it remained it was his own, and after it was ſold it was in 


his own Power, 1. e. his peculiar Right and Property. 
Als v. 4. Of all which Places of Scripture no poſ- 


fible Senſe could be made, if Men had not their For- 
tunes in their own Hands, but had diſpoſed of them in- 
to one common Bank and Freafury. The Expreſſion 
therefore in As ii. 44, of having all Things in common, 
muſt either ſignify a voluntary Compact amongſt the 
firſt Chriſtians to fell their Eſtates for the Benefit of their 

or Brethren; or, as many learned Men have very 
wiſely obſerved, it may imply no more than that the 
Charity of theſe Perſons was to abundant and overflow- 
ing, that they did in a manner hold their Eſtates in com- 
mon, by being ready to part with them on any Occaſion 
when the public Good of the Church ſhould require it 


(Y), as many of them did actually at this Staſon; bur 


not that they were under any Obligation from the Laws 
of the Goſpel to do fo (!), which is manifeſtly incon- 
| ſiſtent 


1 _ 


(4) Vid. Whithy in hoc. 

(/) Omnia communia Uſa videlicet charitatis quæ certa ratione 
exercebatur, ut ex proximo verſu conſtat. Nimium igitur ſunt im- 
pudentes qui Platonis delirium ſequati Meum & Tun tolli 


Euvangeliſtæ doctrina ex hominum ſocietate volunt. Berg in loc. 


(85) 

ſiſtent with ſeveral other Paſſages of Scripture which! 
have juſt now recited, And this Senſe of the Text is 
very rational and perfectly conformable to the Practice 
of Chriſtians in the firſt Ages of the Church, which 
ought ſurely to be a ſtrong and powerful Recommenda- 
tion thereof F, And indeed fo far is the Holy Scrip- 
ture from giving any Encouragement to that Levelling 
Principle which our preſent Enthuſiaſts now ſo warmly 
contend for, and from ſuppoſing with them that there 
is little or no Allowance to be made for the different 
Expences of Men according to the Difference of their 

* M 2 Quality 


8 


$ Though it is certain that there are in the Primitive 
Times ſome Examples to be found of Perſons who ſpent their 
Eftates in pious and charitable Uſes, ſuch as that of Cyprian, 
Epiphanius, and others taken notice of by our moſt learned 
Dr. Cave, (Primitive Chriſtianity, Part III. chap. ii.) And 
tho* Tertullian lays it down as a Rule in this Caſe, that am- 
nia indiſcreta ſunt apud nos præter uxores, ( Apolagetic. 
cap. XXXix.) i. e, among us Chriſtians all Things are in 
common except our Wives; yet that theſe Words muſt be 
| underſtood in this qualified Senſe, is very evident from the 


Account which Tertullian himſelf, as well as 7uftin Martyr, 


gives us of this Matter. For thus Fuftin Martyr obſerves 
Particularly, that the Cuſtom of laying by ſome Part of 
their Subſtance for the Relief of the Poor every Lord's Day, 
(as St, Paul had enjoined in 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2,) prevailed 
among Chriſtians in his Time. For deſcribing the Manner 
of their Aſſemblies on the Lord's Day, he tells us that thoſe 
who were able and willing contributed what they thought 
proper, and that the Collection was lodged in the Hands of 
the Biſhop or Preſident, and by him diſpoſed of to many 
charitable Uſes and Purpoſes, which he proceeds to enumerate 
ſuch as the Relief of poor Widows and Orphans, the Sick 
and the Indigent, &c. ( Apolog. ii.) And Tertullian himſelf 
ſpeaks much in the ſame Manner. Upon a Monthly Day 
(ſaith he) or oſtener, if a Man is willing and be able, every 
one ſet apart ſometh ng for charitable Uſes, which was put 
into the poor Man's Cheſt which ſtood in the Church. And 
this they did freely without any Force or Compulſion, leaving 
it behind them as a Stock for the Support of Piety and Re- 

ligion. 
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Quality and Station, that in many Places it very clearly 
intimates an eminent Superiority of Condition in ſome 
Perſons above others, which cannot poſſibly be ſup- 
ported without an Enlargement of Expence and For- 

| f | tune 
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ligion. For he tells us, It was not ſpent in Entertainments, 
in Gluttony and Intemperance, but expended in relieving 
the Needy, in the burial of the Dead, in making Proviſion 
ſor. Orphans, in ſupporting the Aged, ind in many other 
Acts ot Charity there recounted be him, ( Apologetic. cap. 
xxxix.) of which Paſſages of Juſtin Martyr and Tortulian 
no rational Interpretation can be given, if Chriſtians in thoſe 
Times had all Things in common in the ſtrict Senſe of that 
Expreſſion, and had not their Eſtates in their own Hands in 
juſt Property and Poſſeſſion. And the ſocial. Life which 
St. Auſtin (as he himſelf tells us in Serm. 50, de diverſis five 
de communi vita Clericorum) lived with his Clergy will be no 
Objection to this at all, ſince (not to mention that if the 
Piece juſt cited be genuine, which may perhaps be queſtioned , 
there is, I humbly think, ſomething very weak and fanciful in 
the Account which this great Luminary of the Church pives 
of his Conduct in this Particular, viz. that he was ſo punctual 
to this Rule of the Community of Goods, that if any one 
had preſented him with a Robe that was finer than ordinary 
he was uſed to ſell it, that fince the Clergy could not wear the 
the ſame in kind, they might at leaft partake of the Benefit 
when it was fold and made common, As if Gratitude and 
Reſpe& to his Benefactor ſhould not in ſome meaſure have 
engaged him to make uſe of what he had conferred upon him, 
or that for a Biſhop to be apparelled in ſome degree better 
than his Presbyters had been in any wiſe inconſiſtent with the 
Gravity and Dignity of the Epiſcopal Function. I fay(not 
to mention this,) in the Primitive Times when the Clergy 
were chiefly ſupported by the voluntary Oblations of the 
People, (and ſometimes by Lands and Poſſeſſions ſettled upon 
the Church) which were left to the Diſpoſal of the Biſhops, 
there were different Manners in different Churches in which 
theſe Oblations were diſtributed, And in other Churches as 
well as that of Hippo, the Biſhop and his Clergy lived toge- 
ther as it were in one Manſion, and at one Table, as a very 
learned Writer hath clearly ſhewn. (Bingham's Chriſtian 
Antiquities, Book V. chap. vi. §. 4.) + But as he very wiſely 
obſcrves, as this way of Living would not comport with the 

| State 

t Vid. Cave Hiftor, Literar. Vol. I, p. 247. 


(3) 
tune (m): And our Bleſſed Saviour Himſelf very 
plainly obſerved to His Diſciples, that they: which are 
gorgeouſly apparelled, and live delicately, are in Kings Courts, 
| Lake vii. 25. without paſſing the leaſt Cenſure upon 
them for ſo doing (n). And St. Paul lays it down as 
a fixed Rule, that Parents are bound to lay up for their 
Children (o), 2 Cor. xii. 14, and accounts That Man 
to be worſe than an Infidel who neglects to make Pro- 
viſion for his Family, 1 Tim. v. 8. And indeed tho?* 
it is certain that Temporal Riches and Proſperity are no 
Part of the Sanction of the Goſpel, as they were ex- 
preſsly ſo of the Law of Moſes, yet I defy any Man to 
prove from any Part of the New Teſtament, that they 
are ſo utterly excluded from the Goſpel Covenant, as 
that it is impoſſible for a Man to be a good Chriſtian, 
and at the ſame time rich and honourable in this World, 
provided he does not truſt in his Riches (for it is only 
of ſuch Perſons that our Saviour hath pronounced that 
ſevere Sentence in Mark x. 24, 25, of the Difficulty 
of their entering into the Kingdom of Heaven) but 
that 


State of all Churches, ſo there were but. few that embraced 


rm 


1 EEE 


it: And thoſe that did, were not compelled to it' by any 


general Law, but only by local Statutes of their own Appoint- 
ment. (Bingham ibid. vid. loc.) And beſides, the Church 
always made a manifeſt Diſtintiop between thoſe Goods 
which belonged to the Biſhop in common with his Clergy, 
and thoſe which were his own Perſonal Eſtate and Property; 
as is evident from many Paſlages in the ancient Writers, and 
particularly from the 40th Apoſtolical Canon, and the 24th 
Canon of the Council of Antiach, giving to every Biſhop 
the full Liberty of diſpoſing of the Goods of this latter kind 
at his Will and Pleaſure, which upon the Suppoſition of the 


ſtrict Community of Chriſtian Poſſeſſions would have been 


impoſſible. 
| (mn) See 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. Rom. xiii. 7. ; 
(a) 'Ey ipa)iojd wat. i. e. quo utuntur viri nobiles & ſuis 
opibus illuſtres. Beza in loc., See alſo Lowth in Ezek. xvi. 11. 
(e) Hine fit ut etiam citra auxilium legis civilis prima bonorum 
ſucceſſio liberis deferatur, quia creduntur parentes illis ut corporis 
ſui partibus, non tantum de neceſſariis ſed et de his quæ ad vitam 
ſuavlus honeſtiuſque tranſigendam pertinent quam uberrime voluiſſe 
proſpectum, ab eo maxime tempore, quo ipfi rebus ſuis frui non 
poſſunt. Grot. de Jure Belli & Pacis, Lib, ü. Cap. vü. 5. 5. 


7 
(688) 

that he behaves himſelf in his high Station, (as it cannot 
be denied but that many of the greateſt Men have done, 
and as bad as the World now is, there is no doubt 
but that many ſtill do) with ſingular Piety, Humility, 
Charity, and Moderation. And it is certain that the 
throwing down all Diſtinctions of Mea in this Worid, 
and reducing them to an Equality of Fortune, (wh ch 
our frantic Enthuſiaſts are now aiming at, like the 
German Anabaptiſts formerly, till they. can get the 
' Ricnes of the World into their own Hands (p), and 

then Pl! engage for them they will immediately ſee the 
Neceſſity of Property) would be of the utmoſt mif- 
chievous Conſequence to Mankind, as it would at once 
deſtroy all the conſiderable Trade and Commerce of 
Nations, put an effectual Bar to the neceſſary Exerciſes 
of Mechanics and Huſbandry ; encourage the Idle and 
Profligate to live upon the Labours of the Induſtrious 
and Diligent, and by that Means throw all Things into 
the greateſt Diſorder and Confuſion. And therefore 
ſurcly it muſt be a very unworthy Thought of our Dear 
Saviour to imagine, that it ſhould be eſtabliſhed by 
Him as a neceſſary and eſſential Part of His Holy 
Goſpel. ; 


"What hath been ſaid of Riches holds equally true 

of the Pleaſures of this Life. It is not inconſiſtent with 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion to enjoy them at their proper 

Seaſons, and within their due Bounds and Limits. We 
may now, to uſe the Words of Solomon, eat our Bread 
mb Foy, and drink our Wine with a merry Heart, un- 
der the Goſpel, as well as they might do under the 
Law, Eccl. ix. 7, And it is the Character of the Son 
of Man Himſelf, that he came eating and drinking, in 
Oppoſition to Jobn the, Baptiſt's Rigour and Auſterity. 
And our Lord. work'd a ſignal Miracle at Cana in 
Galilee, by turning the Water into Wine at the Marriage 
Feaſt, for the Dignity of the Bridegroom, and the Ho- 
nour 


— — 


Vid. Sleidan, Commentar. Lib. x. before cited in the 4c 
dre/i, P- 43. 


_ 
nour of the Feſtival (q), Jobn 2. and he was alſo preſent 
at that grand Entertainment which St. Maltbew made 
at his being called to be His Diſciple, Lale v. 29. 


Malt. ix. 9, 10; which plainly ſhew that it is in na 


wiſe unlawtul at ſome proper Seafons to indulge our- 
ſelves in a moderate Enjoyment of the Satisfactions and 
Pleaſures of this Life. And we might otherwiſe juſtly 
aſk to what purpoſe hath God given us richly all things 
76 enjoy, if it were diſpleaſing to Him that we ſhould 
enjoy them? 1 Tim. vi. 17. Why hath He onevery Side 
ſurrounded us with His Bleſſings, if it will in the End 
prove a Curſe to us.to partake of them? And for what 

Deſign, 


- (4) A late learned Writer, who hath gone very deeply into the 
Scheme of Methodiſm, with regard to the Rigours and Auſterities, 
required by the new Teachers of their Diſciples, is ſp miſerably 


gravelled at this paſſage of St. John, that he will not allow it to be 


true Wine, the Juice of the Grape, into which the Water was 

here turned, but a heavenly kind of Wine, which had not the 

2 of common Wine, but tended to allay the Heat and 
1 


ſorder of the former Drinking; by which I profeſs I da 


not underſtand what he means, unleſs it be the divine and hea- 


venly Converſation of our Saviour. And if it were That, He 


mignt be laid to bring this heaveuly Wine with Him every Day, 


wherever he came, in virtue of his moſt excellent Inſtruftions. 


And yet ſo fatal is the Witcheraft of Enthuſiaſm, that he will 
not grant that there was any more Water turned into Wine, than 
in that one Cup, which was carried to the Ruler of the Feaſt. 
ver. 8, 9. And if fo, it will be difficult to underſtand, how 
this one Cup could allay the Diſorder of the Drinking in the 
other Gueſts at the Entertainment, and why our Lord ſhould 
order fix large Veſſels to be filled with Water, only to turn ſo 
ſmall a Portion of it into this heavenly Wine for the Ruler of the 
Feaſt. To this idle notion therefore, we will oppoſe the Judg- 
ment of the great Grotius, wiz. that when Cbriſ ſaid to the 
Servants, Fil} the Water-pots with Water, there was no other Li- 
quor mixed therewith, that the Truth of the Miracle might more 
clearly appear: ſo that the Change was in the Water-pots, and 
not in any Cups which might be drawn from them. And with re- 
gard to the Fact itſelf: It is not brought in as the Parables are, 
or the illuſtration of ſome moral Truth; but it is repreſented as a 

real Hiſtory, or eiſe there is no ſuch in the four Goſpels. And in 
the eleventh Verſe of the Chapter, the Apoſtle calls it the beginning. 
of Chri/?'s Miracles. And in the fourth Chapter, when our Lord 
had cured the Nobleman's Son, who was ſick at Capernaum, he 
adds in the laſt Verſe of that Chapter, This is again the ſecond Mi- 
| hy racls 
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EINE (96) 
Defign hath he encloſed the moſt precious Jewels in 
the very Bowels of the Earth, if they were not ap- 
pointed for the Ornament of Mankind and the Diſ- 
tinctions of Quality? And to ſay no more, it would be 
very abſurd and incongruous that the Vallies them- 
| felves when they are filled with Corn ſhould laugh and 
fg: Pfal. Ixv. 13, if at the ſame time the Lords of this 
Creation, for whom all the Delights of Nature were 
originally deſigned, muſt of- Neceflity be overwhelmed 
with Sadneſs and Melancholy, But then we muſt be 
very careful that we do not fall into any Extremes and 
fatal Miſtakes in this Matter. Tho? we are not bound 
to part with our Eſtates, unleſs God ſhall expreſsly re- 
uire it of us, as hath been clearly ſhewn, yet we 
fhould carefully remeinber that we are not in this 
World ſtrictly ſpeaking Proprietors of our Foitunes, 
but Stewards; and conſequently that we are not left 
at liberty to uſe them as we pleaſe, but according to 
our Maſter's Will: And for that Reaſon we muſt not 
ſquander them away in Riot and Luxury, and in extra- 
vagant Gaming, as too many Perſons now inconſide- 
rately do; and tho? they abound in good Senſe and 
Wiſdom in other reſpects, do herein betray the 
greateſt Imprudence and Indiſcretion, by committing 
the entire Dependance and Support, as well as the Dig- 
| nity and Reputation of Themſelves and Families, to 
the deſperate . and uncertain Iſſue of Hazard and 
Chance; but we muſt manage them wiſely and fru- 
gally, and employ a confiderable Part of them in 
pious and charitable Uſes. And tho* we may _ 
| 1 an 


* — 


racle which Jeſus did when he was come out of Judea into Galilee, 
But now if the Tranſaction in Cana was not truly Miraculous, + 
J would earneſtly defire our Author to let us know which was the 
firſt Miracle the Apoſtle ſpeals of, for there is no other but the 
Miracle we are now conſidering mention'd in the Hiſtory. 'The 
Account therefore of this Writer is a monſtrous Perverfion of the 
Holy Scriptures, to ſerve a wretched and illnatured Hypotheſis ; 
and I am loth to put him in mind of what St Poꝶcarp ſaith upon 
this Occaſion in his Epi. ad Phillippenſ. . 7. vix. That the 
Man who perverts the Oracles of the Lord to his own Luſts, is the 
Firk-born of Satan. 


Law's Appeal, p. 219 to 227. 
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and then lawfully enjoy the Pleaſures of Life, yet we 
muſt take good Heed that we ſo uſe this World, as 
not abuſing it, 1 Cor. vii. 31. And how agreeable 
ſoever any of the Delights of the World may be to 
us, yet we maſt never for the ſake of them commit 
any thing that is ſinſul, nor omit the leaſt Part of 
Chriſtian Duty, nor ſpend tos much. of our precious. 
Time in the Enjoyment of them, for which we muſt 
give a ſtriẽt Account to God at the laſt Day; and 
which muſt be regularly employed in the Works of 
our Callings, in the Spiritual Exerciſes of Religion, 
and particularly in a diligent Reading of the Holy 
Scriptures. Aud after all that can be ſaid of Pleaſure, 
fince on the other Side it is certain that Man is born 
to Trouble as the Sparks fly upwards, Job v. 7; and 
thro much Tribulation we mnſt enter into the Kingdom of 
God, Acts xiv. 22 ;. we ſhould therefore be always 
prepared 0 meet our God, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Amos 
iv. 12. i. e. we ſhould bear all the Calamities and Af- 
flictions of this Life with Patience, and whenſoever it 
ſnall pleaſe our Lord to call us to Sufferings, we muſt 
be ready at all Times chearfully to ate up on Croſs. 
And thus having clearly and fully ſtated the Doc- 
trine of Self-denial and taking up the Croſs, there 

will be leſs Occaſion of ſpending much Time in the 
Second Place; To ſhew the Neceſſity thereof to ren- 
der any one a good Chriſtian :: For this hath been in 
great meaſure conſidered already by ſignifying, that we 
muſt deny ourſelves the Enjoymeat of any Thing which. 
is in the leaſt Degree unlawful and ſinful, or incon- 
ſiſtent with the very loweſt Part of Chriſtian Duty. 
To what has been ſaid therefore it will be only neceſ- 
fary to add this Conſideration, viz. that no Man can 
ſerve two Maſters, for- either he will love the one, and 
bate the other ;,. or elſe be will beld to the one, and deſpiſe 
ie other: Ze cannot ſerve God and Mammon, Matt. vi. 
24. And therefore, as the Apoſtle directs. Love not 
tbe World, neither the Things that are in the World, 
Jf any Man love the World, the Love of the Father is: 
vat in bim, 1 John ii. 1 5 And if we do not love God, 
4 we 
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we ſhall not keep His ColnmandJments,- Fobn xiv. 15. 
and if we do hot keep His Commandments, we 


cannot Poſſibly be ſaved, becauſe as our Saviour aſ- 


* 


fures us, Not every one that ſaith unto Him, Lord, Lord, 


ſhall enter into the | Kingdom of Heaven; but be that 
doth the Will of His Father which is in Heaven, Matt. 


vii. 21. Let us then conſider this Matter ſeriouſly, and 
eſpecially at this Time, be extreamly careful that we do 


not give any Offence to the Adverſaries of our Church 


by our Impieties and Exceſſes: And tho” we may la w- 
me in ſome Meaſure enjoy the World, yet none of 


its Enjoyments can ſurely be of any great Value in 
themſelves, becauſe be Faſhion of the World itſelf paſſetib 


** 


atuay, 1 Cor vii. 31. And ſince we find by Experience, 


that all the Pleaſurts of this Life are empty and trifling, 
ſo that we may juſtly ſay with the Wiſe Man, Vanity 
of Vanities; all is Vanity, Eccl i. 2. For this Reaſon 


let us never ſet them up in Competition with the true 
and effectual Satisfaction of the Peace of Conſcience, . 


and the Hopes of God's Love and Favour. And be- 


cauſe it is certain we muſt ſoon die, and leave all 
Things in this World behind us, therefore the ſooner” © 
we wean our Affections from the Things of this Life, 


it will be the better for us, as it will make us the more 
willing to leave the World, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 


God to call us out of it. But however, ſo long as. 


we live in the World, let us be ſure to enjoy it with 


* great Moderation and Temperance; and therefore let 


* 


# 


j 


us never be fo fooliſh and bewitched, as for the Sake 


of the trifling Intereſts and Pleaſures thereof to forfeit 
that immenſe Happineſs and Glory which God hath. 
prepared for them chat love Him; ſuch as Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear beard, neither hath it entered into the Heart 
of Man to conceive, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Of which that we may 
all be Partakers I pray God in His Infinite Mercy to 
grant, for the Sake of Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, to Whom with the Father and the Bleſſed Spirit 


be aſcribed, as is molt due, all Honour and Glory, 


Might, Worſhip and Dominion, now and for ever- 
more, Amen | ps ON 
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